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Peres questions need for settlements 

XEL AVTV (ft.) — - Foreign Mii.isier Shimon IVies Fm!:n -••vmh.hciJ 
Die wisdom of maintaining, certain Israeli seulvnicms in the , UU |iial 
territories as Palestinian self-rule becins. But lu^vi will not K inked 
jnw evacuating them, he said. Mr. Peres, asked In Israel r.uii.. if M , aw 
settlements should he abandoned to secure pcJu; with the P.ik-.ti. 
mans, said: “Not under the pressure of negotiations. He initial i’ll 
tell you the truth, there are wmc queMiun% that have m he :Kkcd nut 
loud. What is the point of maintaining a settlement wnh :s families 
that needs workers from Thailand, that needs 4 n arrnv pl.u.h.n tu 
guard them, need to have their road guarded h\ pjirok » Where K the 
logic? What is the point?" Hundreds of Thais are empk.ved js cheap 
labour on farms because settlers are reluctant to employ PalcMimaih! 
Under the September autonomy accord the settlements are to remain 
during a five-year Palestinian self-rule period. They will he suhu-et m 
negotiation dunng final status talks to bepm two ye.us after the stun ol 
self-rale in the Gaza Strip and West Bank town of Jericho 
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Thousands attend At Aqsa prayers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM |AP) — Tens ol thousands ui Muslim 
worshippers came to Al Aqsa Mosque.the thud liohest dinne m 
Islam, for Friday prayers marking the start of the Holy Month 
Ramadan. Leaflets and speakers used the occasion io condemn the 
Israci-PLO autonomy agreement. "Prepare yourself for ihc nvvt 
stage, and be soldiers of God." shouted an Islamic Jihad aeiivi i. 
urging worshipped to take part in a holy war against the Jewish suit- 
The man, wearing the black bandanna marking a warrior, stood on .i 
stone stage in a mosque courtyard and attracted hundreds of listener- 
"This stare of Israel will be crushed and Islam will win the hoh ficbi 
against the big saian in Washington and its ally in Tel Aviv," he *.ud 
Sheikh Mohammad Hussein, the main speaker for A! Aqsa Mosque, 
warned die worshippers not to create another civil war as in Lebanon 
and Afghanistan. “This captive and wounded land must not witness, 
(he brothers fighting, learn this lesson from Afghanistan and Leba- 
non.'* he said. The Waqf, which runs the holy siic that includes the 
Dome of the Rock, estimated the crowd jt Sft.OUO strong. 
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Juppe to visit Gaza 

PARIS (R) — Foreign Minis- 
ter Alain Juppe leaves for a 
four-day Middle East tour on 
Satorday during which he will 
become the first French minis- 
ter to visit the Israeli-occupied 
Gaza Strip. Mr. Juppe will visit 
Jordan, Israel and Gaza to 
underscore France's desire for 
a successful outcome to the 
Middle East peace process, a 
ministry spokesman said. His 
agenda will include talks about 
the European Union's econo- 
mic aid to the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Lebanon announces 
$500m road tender 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon 
announced tenders on Friday 
for a $500 million motorway 
from Beirut to the Syrian bor- 
der that will link up with an 
Arab road network from the 
Mediterranean to the Red Sea 
and Arabian Gulf. Mohammad 
Fawaz, head of the state-run 
Council for Execution of Con- 
struction Projects, invited 
companies to offer tenders for 
construction of the toll motor- 
way from Beirut to Masnaa on 
the Syrian border. Mr. Fawaz 
said it would take three years 
to build the 60 kilometres 
stretch. It will be linked to an 
existing highway from Damas- 
ens to Amman and the Red 
Sea ports Aqaba and Jeddah, 
and another to Iraq, Kuwait 
and the United Arab Emirates 
on the Arabian Gulf. Hie 
Lebanese government 
approved the plans earlier this 
month but put the cost at $600 
million. 

Mandela revisits his 
island prison 

ROBBEN ISLAND (R) — 
Nelson Mandela made an emo- 
tional return on Friday to the 
Robben Island penal colony 
where he spent almost a third 
of his life for fighting apar- 
theid. The visit on the fourth 
anniversary of his release from 
27 years in prison was one of 
die highlights of Mr. Mande- 
la’s election campaign which 
promises to carry him to the 
presidency when 300 years of 
white rule end in April with 
South Africa's first democratic 
elections. Mr. Mandela, 
accompanied by other veteran 
former political prisoners and a 
group of journalists, visited the 
prison on a tiny island 11 
kilometres off Cape Town, 
where he spent 19 of his 27 
yeas of incarceration. He was 
finally released on Feb. 11. 

. 1990, from Victor Verster pris- 
on near Paarl on the mainland 
near Cape Town. 

Lebanon rejects 
increased KLM flights 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon 
turned down a request by the 
Dutch national airlines KLM 
to increase its weekly flights 
between Beirut and Amster- 
dam to seven from three, the 
diraaor general of Lebanon's 
civil aviation department said 
on Friday. Rimone Farhat said 
in a statement he told visiting 
Dutch' civil aviation officials 
that increasing KLM's flights 
would hurt the Lebanese car- 
rier Middle East Airlines 
(MEA). However, the two 
sides signed a deal allowing 
KLM and MEA to carry 400 
passengers a week in each 
dneetkra in 1994. This could be 
increased to 500 from the sum- 
mer of 1995. 

Snowstorm, ice 
clones much of U.S. 

Washington (R) — An 

icy winter snowstorm brought 
Washington and many other 
parts of the United States to a 
virtual standstill Friday, shut- 
ting down airports, snarling 
traffic and causing widespread 
absenteeism at offices. Gov- 
ernment offices in the U.S. 
capital were closed for the day 
and officials said only essential 
services were operating in the 
Washington area. The foul 
weather, which forecasters said 
was expected to dump up to a 
30 centimetres of snow in the 
New York area, follows heavy 
snow and freezing rain that 
blanketed northeastern states 
Tuesday and Wednesday and 
severe weather in the midwest 
and Texas as well. Up to 23 
deaths have been reported as a 
result of the weather this week 


Jordan sees no problems 
with Cairo agreement 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan does not 
anticipate having any problems 
with the security related issues 
entailed in the agreement be- 
tween the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and Israel 
signed in Cairo on Wednesday. 

Information Minister Jawad 
Anani told the Jordan Times 
Friday that because the PLO 
had signed a security agree- 
ment with Jordan in mid-Janu- 
fary "we presume that Jorda- 
nian security considerations 
are calculated into the PLO- 
lsrael agreement." 

Well-informed Jordanian 
sources also said that initial 
reading of the PLO-Israel 
document showed it to be 
"sarisfacTpry.‘" 

The sources did not elabo- 
rate. but one said that "it 
appeared to support the Jorda- 
nian negotiating position” 
although a “more thorough 
reading of the document is 
Meded." 

^ PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat viated . Amman Thursday 
for a short stopover during 
which he met with His Majesty 
King Hussein and briefed him 
on the accord he reached with 


Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres. He also handed 
over a copy of the Cairo agree- 
ment to the King. 

This visit, albeii short, was 
apparently intended to prevent 
the kind of tension that arose 
after the PLO surprised the 
Kingdom by announcing the 
Oslo agreement without prior 
serious coordination with 
Jordan. 

See page 5 for full text of the 
Israd-PLO accord 

King Hussein has repeatedly- 
called on the PLO to coordin- 
ate positions with the Kingdom 
and until last week was saying 
coordination was not of the 
level needed. 

Jordanian officials, although 
still critical that there was no 
synchronisation of steps by the 
PLO with Jordan before 
reaching the Cairo agreement, 
were positively encouraged by 
Mr. Arafat's stopover in Am- 
man to brief King Hussein 
immediately after the signing 
of the accord. 

The King and Mr. Arafat 
held a short meeting at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port after which King Hussein 
said that “coordination and 
consultations are continuing 


(between the PLO and Jordan) 
and ore of the level needed to 
face the challenges and meet 
the responsibilities fully.” 

The King said that Mr. Ara- 
fat's visit to Amman “was a 
good opportunity to brief us on 
what happened," adding that it 
was also an opportune time “to 
reaffirm (to Arafat) that our 
position has not changed in our 
absolute and full support for 
our family and brothers in 
Palestine and with ail our 
strength and capabilities." 

Mr. Arafat told reporters 
after the meeting that he was 
"happy and proud to have had 
this opportunity to discuss with 
His Majesty many important 
issues, especially the negotia- 
tions that look place in Cairo." 

"I have listened to His 
Majesty's thoughts and ideas 
on ways to deal with future 
issues which we must meet as 
one and through a joint 
effort,” Mr. Arafat said, 
adding that "this Jordanian- 
Palestinian family is one that is 
headed by His Majesty King 
Hussein and is always under 
his care." 

Dr. Anani, in a telephone 
interview, said that “coordina- 
tion has improved” between 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arafat-Peres accord draws 
mixed Palestinian reaction 


By Wafa Amr 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The agreement 
initialled in Cairo on Wednes- 
day between the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and Israel reflected the great 
Israeli security concerns which 
delayed implemention of the 
Sept. 13 self-rule accord, poli- 
tical observers said Friday. 

For Palestinians, the agree- 
ment on Israeli withdrawal 
from Gaza Strip and Jericho 
and self-rule was far less than 
their minimum aspirations, 
and it drew mixed reaction 
from PLO officials. 

Although people’s reaction 
in general has been cautious, 
the overall response of many 
Palestinians was negative. 

Supporters of the agreement 
said that when implemented, 
the initial impact of the harsh- 
ness of the text would be sof- 
tened. This was contested by 
other PLO officials who said 
that the negative elements of 
the Cairo agreement would be 
revealed upon implementtion. 
They said since many issues 


have been left for further nego- 
tiation, as was the case of the 
Oslo agreement, it meant the 
door may be left open for 
Israel to renege on imple- 
mentation as it sees. 

Both supporters and oppo- 
nents of the Cairo deal agreed 
that like the Oslo agreement, 
many pitfalls and ambiguities 
shrouded many of the articles, 
particularly security issues, de- 
spite the immensely detailed 
security procedures at border 
crossings. However, suppor- 
ters said Palestinians had im- 
proved many of the Oslo 
accord’s conditions, and Israel 
has conceded on security issues 
and on Palestinians' role on 
border crossings despite the 
Israeli army's opposition. 

"We have made many con- 
cessions in the Oslo agree- 
ment. but since everything is 
relevant, we believe we have 
improved many of the condi- 
tions stated in the declaration 
of principles," said a PLO 
negotiator. 

A Tunis-based PLO official, 
who negotiated the imple- 
mentation agreement in 


Davos, Switzerland, and 
Cairo, said the accord was sup- 
posed to have been signed in 
Davos, but the Israeli army's 
opposition had dissuaded 
Israeli Prime Minister Yithzak 
Rabin. 

"The army felt that this 
agreement penetrated the 
strong Israeli security wall by 
giving Palestinians some con- 
trol on border crossings. 
Strategically, it means a great 
deal for the army when they 
recognise the fact that they 
have to share security control 
with the Palestinian author- 
ity.” he said. 

Her added that the initial 
Israeli position was to post a 
Palestinian flag on crossings, 
but it was changed into accept- 
ing the raising the flag on the 
buildng itself. “This means rec- 
ognising Palestinians* authority 
on the entrances to Palestine." 

PLO negotiators felt satis- 
fied with most of the agree- 
ment despite the fact that 


(Continued on page 5) 


Ghali must okay Bosnia strikes 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) needs 
final, approval from United 
Nations Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali before it starts 
air strikes to knock out heavy 
weapons around Sarajevo after 
a 10-day ultimatum expires, 
NATO sources said Friday. 

"He (Ghali) has to give his 
specific authority for the first 
strike," one source said, clar- 
ifying a key point in NATO's 
announcement Wednesday 
night that heavy weapons with- 
in 20 kilometres of Sarajevo 
must be pulled out or put 
under U.N. control. 

After Wednesday’s 
announcement by the 16- na- 
tion Western alliance, NATO 
Secretary General Manfred 
Woemer would say only that a 
decision to launch air strikes 
would be made in close con- 
sultation with Dr. Ghali. 

A senior NATO diplomat 
told Reuters that decisions on 
air strikes after the initial 
attack would be left in the 
hands of NATO and U.N. 
force commanders, but that in 
the event of disagreement be- 
tween them, there would be a 
procedure for moving the mat- 
ter "up the chain of com- 
mand." 


The diplomat, who declined 
ro be named also warned the 
warring factions around the 
Bosnian capital not to test 
NATO's tolerance by engaging 
in heavy weapon attacks dur- 
ing rhe 10-day period. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin said in a telephone 
conversation with U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Ginton Friday that 
the U.N. Security Council 
should act to solve the Bosnian 
crisis, a Kremlin statement 
said. 

“The solutions to all ques- 
tions concerning the situation 
in Bosnia, particularly around 
Sarajevo, should be under- 
taken only by the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council," the statement 
quoted Mr. Yeltsin as telling 
Mr. Ginton. 

Mr. Yeltsin has made no 
public comments on the 
NATO position. But he is 
dearly under pressure to pre- 
vent any use of force against 
the Serbs, traditional Russian 
allies. 

In Washington, White 
House spokeswoman Dee Dee 
Myers characterised the con- 
versation as "very positive.” 
She said Mr. Ginton was “very 
encouraged,” by the conversa- 
tion. 

Bosnia's Muslim-led govem- 


U.N. envoy is 
given authority 

SECRETARY-GENERAL 
Boutros Ghali has delegated 
authority to his special repre- 
sentative in Yugoslavia both 
to initiate a first air strike 
against gun positions around 
Sarajevo and to order close 
air support to protect U.N. 
troops anywhere in Bosnia, 
the U.N. chief said Friday. 
This gives the envoy, Yasushi 
Akashi, much broader pow- 
ers than announced two 
weeks ago, when he was au- 
thorised only to order close 
air support in connection 
with operations to rotate 
U.N. troops in the besieged 
town of Srebrenica and open 
the airport at Tuzla to huma- 
nitarian aid. 


ment, buoyed by the NATO 
threat to bomb Serbs besieging 
Sarajevo, on Friday refused to 
discuss a plan to demilitarise 
the embattled city and put it 
under U.N, control. 

As so often in the elusive 
search for peace in Bosnia, the 
faction that feels strongest at 
the moment was holding out 
for better terms. 

France sends carriers, minis - 
ters, page 8 


King leads 
first Friday 
prayers of 
Ramadan 

AMMAN (J.T. ) - His 
Majesty King Hussein led 
prayers at the Royal Guards 
Mosque on Friday, (he first 
day of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 

The King and worshippers 
listened to Friday sermons 
delivered by the Royal 
Guard's imam, who focused 
on the lessons learned from 
fasting. 

Attending the prayers with 
the King were also Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdullah Ben Al Hussein. 
Prince Talal Ben Moham- 
mad. the military secretary of 
King Hussein, and Prince 
Ghazi Ben Mohammad. 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 



Majaii. Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the 
speakers of the Upper and 
Lower Houses of Parliament, 
and senior civil and military 
officials. 

The chairman of the Joint 


Chiefs of Staff, and the direc- 
tors-general of General In- 
telligence. Public Security 
and Civil Defence depart- 
ments Friday sent cables to 
King Hussein congratulating 
him on the beeinning of the 


fasting month of Ramadan 
and wishing him continued 
good health and happincs*.. 


Ramadan fasting begins, page 
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Identity of suspects in Maaytah kilim; 
revealed, said linked to Abu Nidal 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanese police named the 
suspected killer of a Jordanian 
diplomat as Yousef Mahmoud 
Shaaban, a Palestinian, and a 
security official said he was a 
follower of radical guerrilla 
leader Abu Nidal. 

A senior security official told 
Reuters the alleged killer and 
two suspected Palestinian 
accomplices in the murder of 
Nayeb Maaytah were members 
of Abu Nidal’s Fateh Revolu- 
tionary Council (FRC). 

“They said they were mem- 
bers of the (Fateh) Revolution- 
ary Council," the official said. 

The FRC, which broke away 
from Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s mainstream 
Fateh faction in 1973, is strong- 
ly opposed to peace deals with 
Israel. 

But it has already denied 
involvement in the killing of 
Mr. Maaytah, who was shot 
dead by a gunman in Beirut on 
Jan. 29. 

Police announced in a state- 
ment late on Thursday that 
Shaaban, alias Wael Moham- 
mad Ali, and the two other 
suspects had been arrested. 


They said they were still look- 
ing for other suspects. 

"The result of investigations 
revealed that the killer is 
Yousef Mahmoud Shaaban... 
in cooperation with the three 
arrested people, and others 
who are still at large,” the 
statement said. 

The arrests were the first 
that Lebanese authorities have 
made since the 1975-90 civil 
war of suspected attackers of 
foreigners or diplomats in 
Lebanon. 

President Elias Hrawi told 
King Hussein Thursday that 
the assassins of the diplomat 
have been arrested, the pres- 
idential press office 
announced. 

A statement said that Mr. 
Hrawi called the King by tele- 
phone to inform him of the 
arrests. 

The statement did not give 
the identities, affiliation or 
number of those arrested, but 
it referred to "culprits” in 
plural. 

A police spokesman said the 
three were turned over by 
police to examining magistrate 
Saeed Mirza to start legal pro- 
ceedings. 


He identified Shaaban's 
accomplices as Bassam Abdul- 
lah Atiyeh and Salim Kassem 
Mehio. A fourth suspect, an 
unnamed Palestiman-woman 
was set free for lack of evi- 
dence. 

Mr. Maaytah, 42, the Jorda- 
nian embassy's first secretary, 
was shot seven times in the 
head and neck. The gunman 
and an accomplice escaped. 

The spokesman said Sha- 
ban was suspected to pull- 
ing the trigger and the other 
two were accomplices. He did 
not give the affiliations or mo- 
tives of the suspects. 

Security officials said earlier 
in the week that at least three 
Palestinians allegedly belong- 
ing to Abu Nidal's group were 
arrested in the case. 

Mr. Maaytah was the first 
foreign diplomat assassinated 
in Beirut since the end of 
Lebanon's 15-year civil war in 
1990. His slaying tn broad day- 
light was a blow to Prime 
Minister Rafik"' Hariri’s efforts 
to clean up Lebanon's image as 
a haven for assassins, kidnap- 
pers, bombers and aircraft hi- 
jackers. 


The arrests in the Maaytah 
killing were seen as a boost for 
the government. 

Brigadier General Salim 
Sleem. head of Lebanon’s judi- 
cial police, said the latest in- 
vestigations had revealed that 
one of the early suspects, the 
woman, was more of a witness 
than an accomplice. 

“She is a witness more than 
a party to the crime," Gen. 
Sleem told Reuters. "At first 
she withheld some information 
from us but later she gave us 
that information. Anyway, the 
judges will decide on the fate 
of everyone." 

Abu Nidal is believed to 
have been behind a wave of 
attacks in the 1970s and 1980s 
including hijacking and attacks 
on Rome and Vienna airports 
in which dozens of people were 
killed. 

His group is also believed to 
have been behind the attacks 
of Jordanian ambassadors in 
Rome and New Delhi in the 
1980s. 

The FRC denied Tuesday 
any involvement in Mr. 
Maaytah’s assassination after 
Beirut newspapers alleged it 
was responsible. 


PLO-Israel talks 
resume Monday 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Talks between Israel and rhe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) on Palestinian self- 
rule in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho will resume in Egypt 
on Monday, an Israeli spokes- 
man said on Friday. 

Teams headed by PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres at meetings in Cairo 
bridged gaps on border cros- 
sings and security for Jewish 
settlers that have delayed 
Israel’s pullout from the -■•eas 
set for Dec. 13. 

Oded Ben-Ami, a spokes- 
man for Prime Minister Y«»- 
zhak Rabin, said negotiators 
would meet in the Egyptian 
resort of Taba to finalise de- 
tails of the withdrawal and 
transfer of civilian authority. 

Israel’s right-wing conde- 
mned the Cairo document as a 
further step towards a Palesti- 
nian state that would endanger 
Israel's existence. 

"A Palestinian state is being 
formed. When it is established, 
terrorist organisations will con- 
tinue to act to destroy Israel 
and our security forces will not 
have the same ability that they 
have today to stop them," said 
Moshe Katsav, a leading mem- 
ber of the right-wing Likud 
Party. 

Two top PLO members Fri- 
day criticised the agreement. 

The criticism, by pro-peace 
moderates, reflected deepen- 
ing dissatisfaction within the 
PLO leadership over its chair- 
man's negotiations with Israel. 
Samir Ghosheh, a PLO Ex- 


ecutive Committee member, 
and Bassam Abu Sharif, long 
one of Mr. Arafat's main poli- 
tical advisers, said the accord 
signed by Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Peres Wednesday in Cairo was 
a sellout to Israeli demands 
(see text on page 5) 

However, their grievance 
appeared ro be more a warning 
to Mr. Arafat not to make 
concessions on the remaining 
disputes rather than a demand 
for an abrogation of the agree- 
ment. 

"The Cairo agreement is 
faulty,” said Mr. Ghosheh. 
who heads the Popular Strug- 
gle Front faction in the PLO, 
adding that it “cannot be a 
positive step in the negotia- 
tions.” 

Speaking to the Associated 
Press after Mr. Arafat briefed 
the Executive Committee on 
the Cairo talks. Mr. Ghosheh 
said that in protest he was 
resigning from the team that 
oversees the PLO's negotia- 
tions with Israel. 

"The signing of the agree- 
ment was a big mistake and it 
will not resolve the Arab- 
Israeli conflict." said Mr. Abu 
Sharif. 

A longtime advocate of a 
peaceful settlement with 
Israel, Mr. Abu Sharif has, 
however, kept a low profile 
since the Sept. 13 Israel-PLO 
accord 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas said the 
Cairo accord was a total sur- 
render handing the Jewish 
state complete "security hege- 
mony." 


Shohal warns of siege 
after 2 Israelis killed 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Following the 
slaying of two Israelis. Police 
Minister Moshe Shahal warned 
Friday Israel may reinstare a 
full closure of the occupied 
territories if Palestinians carry 
out more attacks. 

Mr. Shahal predicted an in- 
crease in attacks by Palestinian 
hardliners frustrated by this 
week's breakthrough in the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) negotia- 
tions. 

Israeli security forces, mean- 
while. stepped up patrols in 
Arab East Jerusalem and other 
parts of the occupied territor- 
ies Friday, the first day of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan. 

Two groups, Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad, have threatened 
to step up violence during the 
month of fasting. 

The body of taxidriver Ilan 
Sudri, 23, was found in a field 
near the Heletz communal 
farm in southern Israel on Fri- 
day. Police mounted a search 
for Sudri, a former border 
policeman, after his blood- 
stained taxi was found aban- 
doned Thursday. 

The car was found near 
Heletz, an Israeli town north- 
west of the occupied Gaza 
Strip, Israel Radio said. 

llie Islamic Jihad's organisa- 
tion issued a statement Thurs- 
day claiming it had kidnapped 
a policeman near the southern 
town of Beersheva, killed him 
and confiscated his identifica- 
tion cards and gun. 

Yoshivya is about 25 
kilometres northeast of Beer- 
sheva. 

The statement, faxed to 


news agencies, included photo- 
copied versions of Sudri's 
identity card, police card and 
driver's license. 

Police sources said Sudri had 
served in the paramilitary bor- 
der police force but had’ been 
discharged. 

The Islamic Jihad opposes 
the Israeli-PLO autonomy 
accord and has sworn to con- 
tinue attacks on Israelis. But 
civilian kidnappings are rare. 

^sr year the Islamic Jihad 
claimed in a similar announce- 
ment to have kidnapped and 
killed an Israeli. He was later 
found alive, but his car had 
been stolen with the wallet in 
it. 

On Thursday, a 75-year-old 
Israeli farmer, Naftafi Sahr, 
was found beaten to death in 
his orange grove near the cen- 
tral Israeli town of Rehovot. 

Police commander Rafi 
Peled said that in both killings, 
the tracks led to the occupied 
Gaza Strip. 

Before the deaths of Sudri 
and Sahr, 20 Israelis have been 
killed by Palestinians since the 
Sept. 13 signing of the Israeli- 
PLO accord. During the same 
period, 62 Palestinians were 
killed by Israeli troops and 
civilians. 

Mr. Shahal warned Friday 
that if violence persisted Israel 
would have to tighten controls 
so that Palestinians would not 
be able to travel from the West 
Bank and Gaza to jobs in 
Israel, 

“I won't hesitate to ask the 
prime minister ... to carry out a 
complete closure," Mr. Shahal 
said on Israel Radio. 
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Cairo accord ‘encourages’ U.S. 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
State Department spokesman 
Michael McCurry on Thursday 
called “very positive” and 
“quite encouraging" the agree- 
ment Feb. 9 between Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat and Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres on several key 
security issues that clears away 
"some of the obstacles” to 
implementing the declaration 
of principles. 

“They have got a lot of work 
left to do,'* he cautioned, re- 
garding the “many difficult 
issues that will arise from im- 
plementing the declaration.” 

He noted that the PLO and 
Israel are preparing a complex, 
detailed document relating to 
implementing the declaration, 
adding “that is going to take 
some time.” 

“Our view is that there 
should not be any lengthy de- 
lay in producing that docu- 
ment, because they need to get 
on with the business of chang- 
ing the realities on the 
ground,” he stressed. 

“Their desire to insure that 
there are no ambiguities in the 
declaration is a worthy exer- 
cise, and some of the impedi- 
ments to making progress have 
-been cleared away by the 


chairman and the foreign 
minister," he said. 

“Implementation of the dec- 
laration and changing the reali- 
ties on the ground is what will 
demonstrate to both the 
Israelis and Palestinians that 
there are true benefits for tak- 
ing the risks of peace.” Mr. 
McCurry said. 

On Wednesday, President 
Clinton called the accord a 
“big milestone'* in the Middle 
East peace process. 

Mr. Clinton broke the news 
of the agreement during his 
meeting with the World Jewish 
Congress leadership here Feb. 

Outlining the U.S. approach 
to the Middle East peace pro- 
cess, Mr. Qinton stated that it 
rests on four pillars: streng- 
thening U.S.-Israel relations; 
ensuring the successful imple- 
mentation of the Israel- Palesti- 
nian declaration of principles; 
getting negotiations with Syria 
on track; and ending the Arab 
boycott of Israel. 

The following are excerpts 
from President Clinton's re- 
marks: 

“We have worked very hard 
to achieve a just and lasting 
peace in the Middle East — 
one that enhances Israel's 
security and offers the accept- 
ance of norma 1 life which has 


been too long denied to the 
citizens of that troubled re- 
gion. 

“The first pillar of that 
approach is strengthening the 
relationship between the Un- 
ited States and Israel. When I 
first met Prime Minister Rabin 
last year, almost a year ago this 
week, he said that he would be 
willing to take risks for peace, 
and certainly, he has been. 
Sometimes the opposition that 
he faces at home reminds me 
of the opposition I face from 
time to time. But clearly, he 
has been willing to take risks 
for peace. I told him if he 
should be willing to take those 
risks, then it was my responsi- 
bility as the president of the 
United States to minimize 
those risks. And I have tried to 
do that. 


“The prime minister is fulfil- 
tng his commitment, and we 
are keeping ours — our com- 
mitment to maintaining and 
enhancing the security of Israel 
is ironclad. And it is a precon- 
dition of a just and lasting 
peace in the Middle East. 

‘The second pillar of our 
approach is to ensure the suc- 
cessful implementation of the 
Israel- Palestinian declaration 
of principles. Both sides now 


have to begin to implement the 
agreement on the ground. And 
we are working hard to support 
that without interfering with it. 
implementing the agreement 
on the ground is the only way 
to show the Israelis the agree- 
ment can enhance their secur- 
ity while providing a more nor- 
mal life of more self-govern- 
ment for their Palestinian 
neighbours. 

“The third pillar of our 
approach is to get other nego- 
tiations back on track. The 
biggest challenge this year is to 
help Israel and Syria make 
peace. My meeting in Geneva 
jrith President Assad was de- 
.signcd to help to achieve that 
goal. As he said after the meet- 
ing, Svria has made a strategic 
decision for peace and wants 
how, for the first time, normal, 
peaceful relations with Israel. 

“We have welcomed these 
statements, for they break new 
ground. We’ve also welcomed 
the Syrian derision to grant 
exit permits to all Syrian Jews 
who wish to leave. I under- 
stand the process of issuing 
visas is now virtually com- 
pleted. But more will be re- 
quired. Syria must demons- 
trate that it wants a foil and 
meaningful peace.” 
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Sudan 


GENEVA (AP) — Govern- 
ment and rebel forces in Sudan 
have massacred thousands of 
civilians in indiscriminate kill- 
ings and kidnapped children on 
a massive scale for use as slaves 
or soldiers, according to a new 
U.N. report. 

The report released to the 
U.N. Human Rights Commis- 
sion on Thursday cited grim 
details of widespread execu- 
tions and torture in “ghost 
houses,” in northern Sudan 
and deliberate bombing of civi- 
lian targets in war-shattered 
southern parts. 

“Potentially ail categories 
and strata of the population 
are affected by violations of 
human rights committed by 
agents of the government or by 
abuses against the life, security 
and freedom of the individual 
committed by members of the 
SPLA (rebel factions)," it said. 

The report by Hungarian ex- 
pert Gaspar Biro is due to be 
discussed later this month dur- 
ing the commission's annual 
six-week session. It is the first 
time Sudan’s record has been 
subject to public scrutiny by 
the U.N.’s top human rights 
watchdog and follows years of 
pressure by Western govern- 
ments and private organisa- 
tions. 


In its yearly human rights 
report, the U.S. State Depart- 
ment last week described the 
situation in Sudan as “dismal." 

Aid workers have said that 
renewed government offen- 
sives near the southern border 
with Uganda in the past week 
have caused huge casualties 
and forced tens of thousands of 
refugees to flee. 

Mr. Biro criticised Sudan’s 
military government for its ap- 
plication of Islamic law. He 
said key parts of Sudan's legal 
code — which provide for ex- 
ecution, amputation or flog- 
ging depending on the crime — 
and the treatment of women 
violated international conven- 
tions on civil and political 
rights. 

He said the use of the death 
penalty .for apostasy — .or re- 
jection of Islam — was in 
“flagrant contradiction” with 
international law. 

The charges prompted a fu- 
rious response from the 
Sudanese military government, 
which accused Mr. Biro of 
blaspheming Islam. 

’This is an insult to Islam 
and demands denunciation by 
all Muslims,” Justice Minister 
Abdul Aziz Shiddu said 
Wednesday night when details 
of the charges first emerged. 

Mr. Biro painted a desperate 
picture about the plight of 
“hundreds of thousands" of 
children, especially in the 
south, where rebels have 
waged a 10-year-long-war 
against the north. 

“Most of these children have 
witnessed people being in- 
jured, killed or raped and have 
seen people dying from hun- 
ger,” he said. 

He quoted one top relief 
official as saying that “these 
kids are the most exposed and 
potentially most traumatised 
children we have ever seen.” 

Mr. Biro said in southern 
Sudan, abduction and traffick- 
ing of children took place 
routinely. 

“The mass abduction and 
traffic (including sale) seem to 
be an organised and politically 
motivated activity on the level 
of non regular aimed forces 
like the popular defence forces 
and contingents of Mujahe- 
deen.” he said. 


In Gaza, 
on the 


people await changes 
street, not signings 



GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (AP) — Both Israeli and 
Palestinian officials have said 
that the toughest details about 
security arrangements under 
autonomy had been worked 
out, but cautioned that it 
would take weeks to finish 
withdrawal terms. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said it would take at 
least a month to finalise an 
agreement, and there would be 
no prisoner releases or Israeli 
troop withdrawal until then. 

In Geneva, Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said he and 
Palestinian leader Yasser-Ara- 
fat bad fought about every 
sentence and he discounted 
any changes on the ground 
until the entire laborous pro- 
cess was over. 

“I'm not sure that we can 
implement it gradually. 1 think 
we are very near t'.rzompleting 
the whole story, and then the 
implementation will begin," 
Mr. Peres said. 

On the streets of Jericho and 
Gaza, where the population 
waits for the Israeli troops to 
leave, there were no celebra- 
tions. 

“All the time they talk a boat 
this agreement, but there is no 
change here," said Suhailah A1 
Kumi, a 37-year-old Gaza 
shopkeeper. 

On both sides many saw the 
signing ceremony in Cairo as 
basically a public relations 
move. After two previous 
meetings between Mr. Peres 
and Mr. Arafat, neither side 
wanted to come out and face 
an increasingly skeptical public 


with empty hands. 

Uri Savir, director-general 
of the foreign ministry, told a 
press conference that Mr. 
Peres bore down hard to insist 
that some decisions be final- 
ised. 

“I believe that certain walls 
of suspicion are starting to 
crumble, and that we under- 
stand the Palestinian desire to 
run their own lives does not 
contradict security issues,” Mr. 
Savir said. 

“If the agreement doesn t 
work this time there will be 
more frustrations, more vio- 
lence and an uprising with all 
the weapons coming in here,” 
said Majid Arafat, a pastry 
shop owner distantly related to 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader. “There 
will be more Palestinians and 
Israelis killing each other on 
the streets.” 

The constant bloodshed has 
eroded support for the peace 
process on both sides. Accord- 
ing to the Associated Press, 
count, 62 Palestinians and 20 
Israelis have been killed in 
violent confrontations since 
SepL 13. 

Israel’s right-wing conde- 
mned the Cairo agreement as a 
further step towards a Palesti- 
nian state that would endanger 
Israel's existence. They plan- 
ned several protests. 

Palestinian support for the 
Israel-PLO accord has dwin- 
dled as Israeli forces continued 
tax raids, bouse demolitions, 
land confiscations and arrests. 

Palestinians say there are as 
many as 14,000 Palestinians in 


Israeli jails, although ^ Israel 
contends the number is half, 
that. _ ; 

Speaking on Israel Radio 
Thursday. Mr. Rabin said talks 
would now resume in Paris on . 
economic issues and in the. 
Egyptian resort of Taba on the . 
handover of power to a Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority. 

“What was signed in Cairo is 
a very important step towards 
completing the agreement,” be 
said. “I predict that at least 
another month will be neces- 
sary in order to finish the de- 
tails of the agreement to a foil 
accord.” 

Mr. Rabin's office said Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Arafat would 
meet after agreement was 
reached on all issues. They will, 
decide the size of the Jericho 
autonomy enclave. 

Dr. Ahmad Tibi, the Israeli- 
Arab physician who serves as a 
liaison to Mr. Arafat, pre- 
dicted agr eement would take 
until the end of Ramadan. 

In the talks expected to start 
in Taba on Monday the two' 
sides will negotiate the details . 
of power transfer in adminis- 
trative departments like health 
and taxation. They have 
agreed in 25 of 38 depart- 
ments. Remaining issues in- 
clude deployment of Palesti- 
nian police, the types of travel 
documents Palestinians will 
carry and water allocation. 

In Washington, the two sides 
are discussing Palestinian elec- 
tions, tentatively set for Jnly, 
for a self-rule council. 


Arab lawyers group ridicules 
Kuwaiti justice in Farhat case 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Arab 
Lawyers Network, a London- 
based umbrella organisation 
for Arabs practising the pro- 
fession, has denounced the 
ruling of a Kuwaiti court in a 
murder and rape case involv- 
ing a Lebanese family im- 
mediately after the liberation 
of Kqyfait f^qm . Iraqi occupa- 
tion in. early 1991. 

In.a statement made avaiF 
able to the Jordan Times, the t 
network ' questioned' how the 1 
court found Jaber A! Omairi, 
a former Kuwaiti police in- 
spector, guilty of mnrder bur 
cleared him of rape when 
testimony given by the victim 
and circumstantial evidence 
pointed to his guilt. 

The case involves the 
Farhat family, long-term resi- 
dents of Kuwait. According 
to Naimat Farhat, who at that 
time was 32, Mr. Omairi 
forced his way into the Farhat 
residence on March 2, 1991. 
in the dosing days of the war 
to end the Iraqi occupation of 
the emirate, bound her father 
Ismail Farhat and brother 
Osama Farhat, raped her 
twice, killed the father and 
brother and shot her in the 
head. 

Ms. Farhat survived the 
attack and now lives in the 
U.S. with her brother Naim, 
an art dealer. 

Pressure brought to bear 
upon the government promp- 
ted the Kuwait authorities to 
open the case. Ms. Farhat 
travelled to Kuwaiti and 
identified Mr. Omairi as the 
assailant. 

The High Court of Kuwait 
tried the case and in Decem- 
ber found Mr. Omairi guilty 
of murdering Ismail and Osa- 
ma Farhat and dismissed the 
rape charge saying there were 


contradictions in the testi- 
mony of Ms. Farhat. 

The defendant, who was 
sentenced to life, is appealing 
the case in the supreme 
court. A hearing is set for 
Feb. 20. Legal experts famil- 
iar with the case say that it is 
most likely that the appeal 
will be accepted and the sent- 
ence could be reduced parti- 
cularly that the high court 
had adjudged that the defen- 
‘ danf had killed the two men 
believing that “he was car- 
rying' out a patriotic act.” 

The Arab Lawyers Net- 
work ridiculed the Kuwaiti 
system of justice for the dis- 
missal of rape charges against 
Mr. Omairi on grounds that 
there was no supportive evi- 
dence and the only testimony 
to support the charge was 
that of the victim herself. 

“Kuwaiti justice tells that a 
virgin Muslim Arab is willing 
to stand before a court of 
law, take the oath of the 
Koran, and falsely announce 
that she w^s dishonoured," 
said the network's statement. 

“Kuwaiti justice seems to 
be still living the legendary 
capabilities of its heroin pat- 
riot Nairah A1 Sabah who 
made fools of American con- 
gressmen.” said the state- 
ment. It was referring to the 
daughter of the then Kuwaiti 
ambassador to Washington 
who appeared before the 
U.S. Congress and said under 
oath that she was a Kuwaiti 
nurse who witnessed Iraqi 
soldiers stealing incubators 
and killing Kuwaiti infants 
during the occupation. 

The judgement of the court 
“is an attempt to open the 
door before the Kuwaiti 
Court of Appeal to play its 
designated role in the char- 
ade so that the criminal could 
be acquitted and released 
under the pretext that he was 


not found guilty after the due 
process of law,” the lawyers’ 
statement said. 


It noted that the court 
judgement included specific 
phrases that there was a 
“suspicion" of the Farhat’s 
collaboration with the 
occupying Iraqis and that it 
was not '’strange for a person 
like (Mr. Omairi) to decide 
to take revenge against the 
victims on the grounds that in 
his view he was canyingout a 
patriotic acL” 

Such an assertion, the 
statement noted, came de- 
spite the fact that Nadeem 
Farhat, another brother of 
Naimat Farhat, was actively 
involved in resistance against 
the Iraqis and that Ismail 
Farhat was working for the 
Kuwaiti Ministry of Interior 
as was admitted by the 
Kuwaiti investigating author- 
ities before the court 


The Arab Lawyers Net- 
work concluded that Kuwaiti 
justice “seems to approve the 
following sick points:" 

— Suspicion alone is suffi- 
cient ground to murder peo- 
ple on the spot. 

— Murderers and death 
squads need not wait for 
trials to act. 

— Murder and rape of 
foreigners is a patriotic act. 

— Medical reports and evi- 
dence by raped women is not 
sufficient to establish rape 
but women have to show 
more convincing evidence. 

— As long as the raped 
woman is unable to remem- 
ber ajl the physical details 
and birthmarks of the rapist 
and as long as she is unable to 
give every minute detail of 
the place and time of the 
rape, she stands no chance of 
proving rape in the Kuwaiti 
courts even if she is thereaf- 
ter shot with a machinegun.” 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


Cbarch of (be Annunciation Tel. 

623541. 

Church Tel. 630851. Td. 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17:38 Lcs Advcnturicrs Dc L'Espacc 

17:41 ' L'Ecolc Dcs Fans 

1830 Beau man boir 

IfcM Ncwsin French 

19:15 Ushuaia 

19-JO News in Hebrew 

2teO0 News in Arabic 

29-JO ... Family Mailers 

21:30 The Campbells 

2240 Ncwsin English 

23x20 

Fcamre Fflnr “Stud Writ Each Other" 



Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 


PRAYER TIMES 


IBM Fbjr 

06:25 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:49 Dhufir 

14:48 *Asr 

17:13 Maghreb 

18:33 ’Isha 


Armenia a Catholic Cbarch Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751 ■ 
Amm— International Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Latberan Church Tel: 

824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Td. 684195 
The Church of Jews Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824. 654932 
Church of Nazarene Td. 675691. 

The Evangelical Local Chnrch In Am- 
sun 

Td. 811295 


Aqaba 10 / 22 

Deserts 2 / 17 

Jordan VaUcv HP 1 21 


ZARQ/U 

Dr. Yousef Abu Sad 989000 

KhaKfch pharmacy 985417 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport- 08-53200 


IbnAINafccs Hospital (02)247100 

PrhKcssHaya Hospital .... <03)3141 1 1 


Yesterday's high temperatures; Am- 
man 15. Aqaba 21. Humidiry readings: 
Amman 43 per cent. Aqaba 32 per 
cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


Bulletin supplied by the Department ul 
Meteorology. 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church Sweffieh, 
Td. 810740 

Assemblies of God Chnrch, Td- 

632785. 

St Joseph Church Td. 6245W. 
Church of the Anntmriadmi Td. 
637440. 

De Ea Salle Church Td. 661757 
Temsancta Church Td: 622366 


Temperatures will significantly Hke 
during the next two days becoming 
above average, unlit winds becoming 
southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will he northerly moderate and 
seas culm. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. Nidal Al Mahshi 751672 

Dr. Khalil AlJbali 74074(1 

Dr.Salah Al'Usud 649028 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


Min ./Max. temp. 
Amman 4/16 


(KB1D: 

Dr. RtycxAlOadi 

Al Ouds Pharmacy 


248743 

... (— ) 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Ovil Defence Department 661 III 

Civil Defame Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Sank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pofioc 896390 

PaHic Security Department ............ 630321 

Hotel Complaints 6O5800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Cbmptamts 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Catb (110230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repair* 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Anui.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity ......... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164ft 

Italian, Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafkh ...... 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amaf Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zanu National Hospital .. (09)900560 

I bn Sira Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikna Modem Hospital (WJWOWO 

DtBID: 

Princess Bason Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 


04J® Vienna lOA) 

Sanaa (IY) 

17:35 Rome (AZ) 

“*£ •■■■: Dubai (EM) 

“I® Pans. Damascus (AF) 

J* Amsterdam (KL) 

13:35 Cairo (MS) 

DEPARTURES 


HUAI RAILWAY TRAIN 


Dtp. Aiatnt n &00 a.m. every Monday . 

Ait. Damascus 5KB p.nt-ncry Monday 

Dip. Damascus 730 a.m. every Sunday 

Air. Annan 5:00 p.m. every Sunday 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 


MARKET PRICES 

Uppcr/hwcr price in lib per kg. 


The information a supplied by Royal 
Andaman (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Ouccn Alia International 
Airport Td. (00)53300-5. where H 
should always he verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 


•KR Jakarta. Singapore (Rf) 

■MS Aqaba (RJ) 


■*■■*> Stinu(RJ) 

■*■■ Aqaba (RJ) 

II JO .... Amsterdam. New York ( Rjj 

l* 1 *® Geneva. Madrid (RJ> 

UM London (RJ j 

Cairo (RJ) 

Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

13:45 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

** ■■■ Larnaca (RJ) 

"J 115 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

“I 3 ® Jeddah (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 


£pp te - 650 

680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

50/30 


Carrot 


170/100 


Cauliflower OQt SO 

"ZZ'2H)/2DQ 

Cucumbers (large) 150/100 

cucumhers (small) 250/180 

,60/gQ 


Garlic 


900/700 


Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

Ann., rue 


•fcS# 

two 

HUB 

I£» 

IMS 

IfcSS 

1755 

— Bcaut(Rl) 

11:30 ... 
jlls40 ... 
13:50 ... 
1&35 .. 

. IMS ... 
11:55 ... 
MhlS ... 

Uil0 

Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

•030 ... 


Larnaca (CY) 
Vienna (OA) 
.. Rome (AZ) 


> Cairo (MS) 


5^*5* r.!Z!!“.20tfi20 

if™ 0 "-;: 160/100 

S-Hf 240/1M 

&JEW-:- 220/150 

te r i h ° ,) T 240 MS0 

Sjjj" 120 / 60 

Mnng beans 640/500 





l 



..if f •• ■-VK* 


ome 



ws 



!rescent sighting starts Ramadan 

y 8 M 0 " kr . ‘^Sh^iamadan started to 

° thCr Arab 


jails,* aIt , n 
S ^ 

^ Holy 

' . .l •( S^nvirfan cr vridJ ! « 


OVJ s^TOTH**". — i . , 

it *”**?■ 

v ‘SSUft 1 rjhc . A^i*»nr in 

0 re sort " 

:r °fpo 


an . ■ «n. a statement issued by Chief 
off'? si jjjaBBC Justice Izzedin Ai Kha- 
n ^iib ^ Tamimi Thursday 


t , Power tft 'tjih Al Tatrnim Thursday said 
^ «■“ * the lunar 

' v mondi of Ramadan was sight- 
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month. 

this occasion. Sheikh 
congratulated His 
m, -&>& Hussein and im- 
eni en! j 0 IpJorcd God to make Ramadan 
, . . \ month of good deeds for the 

a ^in's offj. Arab and Islamic nations, 

nd Mr. Ar Also, the Ministry of Awqaf 
!ter bittern Islamic Affairs issued a 
on all issufJ n S' t -statement on the occasion. 
ie of th purging Muslims to observe the 
Y enclave ^ W regulations of the month, 
imari-r The statement said Rama- 

- : * a T, bj. ^ . dau is a blessed month because 
o" ju n who Wii witnessed many- Islamic 

3rp^ r ' A ^fai ; triumphs. 

^eernent wj f It urged Muslims to give 

nG of Ram^zakat (alms for the poor) dur- 
Ca/fes exnen , in & the Wjr month lo widows, 
on Monri^ 6 ” *° ^orphans and the needy and 
! ne gotiati i ,v 11,6 » salted on them to visit their 
. 1116 <fe families and relatives as a form 

' in • 


of social solidarity. 

Meanwhile, an official at the 
Ministry of Supply has said 
that the ministry has made 
available to consumers large 
quantities of food supplies and 
consumer goods. 

The ministry official told the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra, 
that these food supplies can be 
found in abundance at the Civil 
and Military Consumers* Cor- 
porations and the warehouses 
of the ministry. 

The official said basic food 
supplies imported by the minis- 
try, such as sugar, rice and 
milk, are available in quanti- 
ties sufficient for four to six 
months. 

The source said other items 
not imported by the ministry 
regularly, such as olive oil and 
frozen chicken, were available 
in sufficient quantities in the 
local market. 

Affirming that the ministry 
would remain firm in forcing 
food merchants to abide by 
health regulations, he said the 
ministry would continue to 
monitor food prices in all of 
the Kingdom’s markets bv 


stepping up its inspection cam- 
paigns. 

He warned that merchants 
violating pricing policies of the 
ministry would be referred to 
the concerned authorities. 

The ministry source ex- 
pected fruit and vegetable 
prices to remain stable and 
reasonable throughout the 
month, noting that the fasting 
moi.: 1 * comes in a non-tran- 
sitional p.'riod between two 
agricultural se^-nw,. 

Earlier in the w t. 1 Prime 
Minister Abdul Salum Ai Ma- 
jali issued a communique set- 
ting working hours for govern- 
ment officials during the holy 
month between 9.30 a.m. nnd 

2 p.m. 

The minister urged govern- 
ment employees and citizens to 
be observant of the norms and 
traditions of the month by not 
eating, drinking or smoking in 
public during fasting hours. 

Also as a norm, all liquor 
stores and nightclubs close dur- 
ing the month while res- 
taurants open only in the 
evening. 


* transfer - K **6 : families and relatives as a form the Kingdoms markets bv evening. 
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Sy ^Ramadan charity drive begins today 


temair,j n % 

Plovj,?? .-AMMAN, (Petra) - The 
3e, *he ,* Pa ^Ooecn Alia Fund for Social 
ts PaKr ■ ^Development (OAF), which is 
1 water ^ h"® v - peaiheading the Ramadan 
hineion ?! 0ca, "i charity campaign in Jordan, 
sine &ai me Friday said the campaign will 

ifaftvelv llnian ^ snif today ( Saiurda y) 10 raise 
.mi- * ^ foi Jrfond and in-kind contributions 
■ c council, to benefit the needy. 

. It is hoped that in this year's 
* campaign QAF will double the 
collection of the 1993 contribu- 
tions in order to expand the 
base of its aid and finance 
rehabilitation programmes for 
needy families, said a QAF 



statement Friday. 

Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Basma, honorary chair- 
person of the QAF Board of 
Trustees, announced the cam- 
paign at a press gathering on 
Feb. 5. noting that the funds 
this year will mainly benefit the 
three major areas of need: 
Rehabilitation and vocational 
training programmes for heads 
of needy families: direct in- 
-kind assistance to needy peo- 
ple suffering from malnutrition 
and poor health; and financial 
aid to excelling underpriviliged 


students so that they may con- 
tinue their education at col- 
leges and universities. 

The Princess poted that the 
success of the charity campaign 
in the past three years has 
encouraged OAF to pursue its 
fund-raising efforts and in-kind 
contributions to the needy. 

Last year's campaign, said 
the Princess, resulted in the 
collection of JD 40,000 which 
was distributed to beneficiaries 
through QAFs 45 offices oper- 
ating in the country. 
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Mu’nis Razzaz wins election 
for writers association head 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prominent novel- 
ist and newspaper columnist 
Ma'ois Razzaz Friday won the 
presidency of the Jordanian 
Writers . Association (JW A) , 

2 nd a new JWA administrative 
committee was elected. 

Mr. Razzaz, a columnist at 
Al Dustour newspaper and an 
advisor at the Ministry of Cul- 
ture, won the JWA presidency 
by 119 votes against 59 for his 
opponent Jamal Naji. 

The third candidate. Jamal 
Absi, officially withdrew short- 
ly before the voting process 
began. 

The 10 new administrative 
committee members are: 

Hash cm Gharaibeh. 101 votes; 

Raja Abu Ghazaleh, 91 votes; 

Yusef Damra. 89 votes; Sulei- 
man Al Azrai, 79 votes; 

Mohammad Madieh, 77 voces; 

Basma Nsour, 74, .votes; Badr 
Abdul Haq, 74 vtfes; Moham- 
mad Kbarroub, 73 votes; 

Mu'ayyad Oteili, 72 votes and 
Zahair Abu Sbayeb, 72 votes. 

Apart from the snags prior 



Ma'nis Razzaz 

to the elections, the atmos- 
phere Friday was relatively 
calm. What seemed to be a 
heated straggle in the past two 
months between the two main 
contestants, Mr. Razzaz and 
Mr. Naji, was, according to 
some members, aimed at reviv- 
ing and activating the associa- 


tion. 

The Youth Initiative Com- 
mittee, formed in November, 
and which called for activating 
the association, originally sup- 
ported Mr. Naji's candidacy. 
But some committee memtfers 
told the Jordan Times rhat Ihe 
committee, that is composed of 
around 35 members, will pur- 
sue its demands regardless of 
who is elected. 

Mr. Razzaz, also a secretary 
general of the Jordanian Arab 
Democratic Party, said that he 
did not nominate himself for 
candidacy under pressure from 
six political parties as claimed 
by his rivals. 

He also refuted a list issued 
by the parties on Thursday and 
distributed on Friday claiming 
that the anti-normalisation 
(Arab-lsraeli normalisation) 
advocates would support Mr. 
Razzaz.. He said that he had 
not attended their meeting and 
was not informed. 

Confident of his victory, Mr. 
Razzaz said that he would try 
to do his best to upgrade the 
level of work of the association 
and introduce needed changes. 


Orphans Fund invests JD 34m 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Orphans Fund Friday 
announced that its investments 
in 1993 totalled an estimated 
JD 34 million, with the major 
investment made in develop- 
ment schemes. 

Fund Director General 
Mohammad Khreishan said 
be funds were invested mainly in 
real estate, the Amman Finan- 
cial Market, the housing sec- 
tor, industry, agriculture and 
educational projects. 

He said these funds created 
income-generating projects 


and provided jobs to the unem- 
ployed. 

Some of the funds have been 
invested in Islamic banks and 
financial institutions which fol- 
low an Islamic system of ensur- 
ing profits as opposed to banks 
which offer interest on depo- 
sited. 

Last year’s investments, said 
Mr. Khreishan, yielded JD 3 
million in profits which will be 
deposited in the orphans' 
accounts. 

The Orphans Fund, which 
has 17 offices around the King- 
dom; helps to develop funs 


inherited by orphans, he 
added. 

Mr. Khreishan said his de- 
partment deals with minors' 
inheritance and the funds of 
orphans who have no legal 
representatives. 

He explained that the 
monies are kept in trust until 
the beneficiary reaches theftige 
of «.S, at which point the funds 
are turned over to him or her. 

Mr. Khreishan aid the 
Orphans Fund came was estab- 
lished in 1972 by a special law 
enacted upon the directives of 
His Majesty King Hussein. 
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Bosnians can now send mail to Sarajevo 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — At the 
request of Reporters sans 
Frontiers, the Council of 
Europe and Arte, the 
Franco-German television 
channel, the Office of the 
United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) has since Christ- 
mas lifted the restrictions 
previously : imposed on the 
sentfing of ‘mail to Sarajevo. 

Thus it has again become 
possible to send mail to the 
Bosnian capital. 

Mail must be written on a 


postcard or aerogram bearing 
the address and telephone 
number of the person in 
Sarajevo for whom it is in- 
tended. . . . . 

Aerograms must be folded, 
but not sealed, and must not 
contain money or any other 
document. 

The postcard or aerogram 
must be placed in a stamped 
envelop and sent to the fol- 
lowing address: Council of 
Europe/Sarajevo, 67075 
Strasbourg Cedex - France 
Reporters san Frontiers 


and the association called 
Equilibre will then transport 
the mail to Sarajevo and dis- 
rribure it there. 

A similar system has been 
set up in Sarajevo enabling 
the population of the city to 
correspond with people 
abroad. 

For further information, 
those interested are re- 
quested to telephone lie por- 
ters sans Frontierr, on (33) 
67798182 or fax (33) 
67796080. 


Experts draft course to upgrade children’s conditions 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special lo the Jordan Timet 

AMMAN — The United Na- 
tion’s Children’s Fund (UN- 
ICEF) in Amman Thursday 
ended a two-day meeting 
held in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Planning and 
came up with various recom- 
mendations regarding chil- 
dren's needs and means to 
upgrade their status in 
Jordan. 

The meeting also resulted 
in the drafting of a course of 
action for achieving and sup- 
porting the goals of the Jor- 
dan National Plan of Action 
(NPA). 

Representatives from the 
Ministries of Planning. 
Health. Education, and &- 
rial Development, and non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) were divided into 
three commitiees as follows, 
health sector, educational 
sector, and social develop- 
ment sector. 

Each committee reviewed 
its plans and tackled the 
problems faced by the con- 
cerned governmental and 
non-governmental sectors re- 
garding children’s needs and 
conditions in Jordan. 

The health sector commit- 
tee suggested unifying all vac- 


cinal ion programmes so that 
they fall under one authority, 
thus guaranteeing that at 
least 95 per cent of the newly 
born will be vaccinated 
against diseases. 

Furthermore, the group 
suggested establishing a 
national committee from va- 
rious sectors to work in 
women's and children’s 
health fields. 

The social development 
sector committee came up 
with suggestions to guarantee 
children's rights. The group 
pointed out that these should 
be continuous coordination 
between institutions rhat 
work towards developing loc- 
al societies, such as exchang- 
ing studies and experiences. 

Moreover, the committee 
suggested concentrating on 
supporting studies and re- 
search focusing on childhood 
problems and their broad 
economic and social perspee- 
lives. 

The educational sector 
committee suggested im- 
plementing legislations con- 
cerning inderganens as well 
as teachers’ salaries, which 
the committee said are low, 
and discourage teachers 
from producing. 

The committee also stres- 
sed the importance of impro- 
ving primary education, and 
eliminating the numbers of 


drop-ouo. 

UNICEF area representa- 
tive Victoria Rialp said UN- 
ICEF will study all the re* 

commendations presented by 
the committees and will look 
at ways to raise the money 
and resources that arc 
needed to support the institu- 
tions. 

’’I hope we will be able to 
do some justice for children 
and to provide some follow- 
up action sbe said. 

Mrs. Rialp said she hoped 
such meetings would be held 
annually and that different 
countries in the region would 
host the event to" exchange 
information and experiences 
in the area. 

She also noted that discus- 
sing the NPA for children 
pointed out the necessity of 
putting this programme into 
consideration in the UNICEF 
agenda and budget. 

“Bv the next few years, 
hopefully we can study the 
implications of the issues we 
considered and the ones we 
haven’t," she explained. 

She added that UNICEF 
will look at other options to 
support children, “not just 
financially she said. 

“Working with children 
doesn’t cost a lot of money 
but a lot of time, and that is 
what we are looking at. 



what we are looking at.” School boys In Dana village (File photo) 

Malhas urges 6-year plan 
for health departments 


More rain expected 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Scattered 
showers fell on the Kingdom 
Friday evening as a result of 
low air pressure centred south 
of Turkey. 

Officials at the Meteorology 
Department expected more 
rain to fall Friday night and 
Saturday morning due to a cold 
front accompanying the low 
pressure. 

Meteorologist Nabcel Kafa- 
ween told the Jordan Times 
that another front will affect 
the Kingdom Saturday evening 


bringing more rain. 

He said the effect of the 
lower pressure will decrease 
gradually Sunday morning, but 
scattered showers would con- 
tinue at times until Monday 
when another low pressure 
would affect the Kingdom. 

On Thursday His Majesty 
King Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san joined a large congregation 
of worshippers at Urn AI Hiran 
district near Amman in special 
prayers for rain. 


Zuhair Ajlouni passes away 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister'. Abdut:5ajam .At: ... 
MajaJi Friday -announced the 
dqath of former Tourism and 
Antiquities Minister Zuhair 
Mohammad Ajlouni. Mr. 
Ajlouni, who passed away 
early Friday had also served 
in several other government 
and armed forces posts. He 
will be laid to rest after noon 
prayers today (Sarurday) at 



Urn Al Hiran Cemetery. 


Zuhair Ajlouni 


Shepherd killed 
in grazing feud 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A badia shepherd 
Wednesday was killed during 
an argument, police reports 
said. 

According to the report, 
M.M.F/S sheep were grazing 
on M.M.S.’ land. The two men 
started arguing about whether 
or not M.M.F had the right to 
graze his sheep on M.M.S’ 
lands. 

M.M.S, told police that he 
and the shepherd drew guns 
and started exchanging fire 
when the argument became 
heated. A bullet from M.M.S’s 
gun struck and killed M.M.F. , 
said the report. 

Police said they have 


arrested M.M.S. who said he 
settled the problem in a tribal 
fashion. Police are investigat- 
ing the incident. 

Woman swallows poison 

In Mafraq, an 18-year-old 
woman was rushed to Mafraq 
Military Hospital after swal- 
lowing poisoned seeds, a police 
report said. 

Neifeh M. told police she 
was planting watermelon in her 
garden and ate two of the 
seeds, not knowing they were 
sprayed with pesticides. When 
she fell ill, the report said, she 
was taken to hospital. 

Hospital sources said the 
woman was listed in critical 
condition. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Wood -carving exhibition by artist Stainer Onsama at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by Iraqi artists at Ab’ad Art Gallery — Mecca 
Street. 

-fir Art and photo exhibition by several Arab artists at the Balqa 
Art Gallery (Tel. 720902). 

■fr Art exhibition by artist Mohammad Al Windawi at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by artists Akram Isawi and Jamal Baddawi at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition by Lebanese artist Hussein Madi at Darat AJ Funun 
of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation. Also showing the 

“permanent” exhibition of 54 Arab contemporary artists. (Tel. 
643251/2) 

■it Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian artists at OrfaJi 
Art Gallery (Tel. 826932). 


AMMAN (Petra) — Health 
Minister Abdul Rahim Malhas 
urged directors general of 
health departments in the gov- 
emorates to exert their author- 
ity in taking initiatives to up- 
grade performance and asked 
them to carry out integrated 
studies aimed at identifying 
their departments needs for 
the coming six years. 

Addressing a meeting Thurs- 
day of department directors. 
Dr. Malhas said it was impor- 
tant to establish environmen- 
tal, school health and health 
education units at the various 
health departments.' * 

He emphasised the need to 


provide supplies of drugs to the 
various ministry hospitals and 
health centres. 

Also Thursday. Dr. Malhas 
visited the Drug Control 
Laboratory and chaired a 
meeting of the technical com- 
mittee charged with develop- 
ing the laboratory's capacity to 
conduct various tests. 

The minister discussed with 
the committee the present 
situation of the laboratory and 
proposals to upgrade the ser- 
vice it offers. 

The committee comprise ex- 
perts. consultants and special- 
ists in the drug industry the 
health ministry, Jordanian uni- 


versities and private sector. 

Authorities shut down 
meat warehouse 

Held inspection teams from 
the Supply Ministry Thursday 
seized a supply of frozen meat 
stored in a warehouse owned 
by an Amman merchant. 

Ministry sources said the 
meat was slated for sale as 
fresh meat after it was thawed. 

The- ministry, in cooperation 
with the Public Security De- 
partment (PSD) sealed off (he 
store and plans to have the 
meat destroyed by a special 
committee to be formed for 
this purpose. 


RJ offers low-rate transport 
of farm produce to Europe 


AMMAN (Petra) — Royal 
Jordanian (RJ), the national 
air carrier, said it was prepared 
to transport agricultural pro- 
ducts from Jordan to European 
destinations at a rate of 400- 
460 fils per kilo. 

RJ said it would transport 
produce to the Eastern Euro- 
pean countries at cost. 

The pledges were made at a 
meeting Thursday at the Minis- 
ny of Agriculture during which 
discussions centred on how to 
stimulate the marketing of 
Jordanian products abroad. 

The meeting, which was 


chaired by Minister of Agricul- 
ture Mohammad Mahdi 
Farhan. was attended by repre- 
sentatives of the Association of 
Vegetable and Fruit Produc- 
ers, unions of Jordanian track 
companies as well as the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) 
and RJ. 

The officials reviewed means 
of marketing ^he current sea- 
son’s surplus of agricultural 
produce and solving problems 
related to transporting the pro- 
ducts abroad. 

Farmers’ representatives 
pointed out that the current 


crop surplus has not been suffi- 
ciently nor properly marketed 
and thus has resulted in signifi- 
cant losses for the farmers. 

They demanded that the 
government help farmers find 
new markets for their produce 
and that the cost of transport 
be drastically reduced. 

They also demanded that the 
government cancel fees and 
taxes on exporting. 

The meeting also reviewed 
exporters’ plans for ensuring 
the continued flow of Jorda- 
nian agricultural products to 
Arab and European countries. 


Grindlays to reopen in W. Bank 


AMMAN (J.T.) — ’ Grindlays 
Bank ANZ, one of the interna- 
tional banks which bad a pre- 
sence in pre-1967 West Bank, 
is putting final touches on 
arrangements to reopen its 
branch in Ramaliah, according 
to Don Mercer, the chief ex- 
ecutive of Australia and New 
Zealand banking group. 

Mr. Mercer, who was here 
on a four-day visit, said the 
bank had completed all forma- 
lities and received the approval 
of the Jordanian government 
to re-open its branch in 
Ramaliah. 

"We got the final clearing 
from the Central Bank and are 
ready to reopen in good style 
and strength as soon as possi- 
ble," be said. 

Grindlays has two other 
branches in Jerusalem, one in 
Nablus and one in Bethlehem. 

"Ramaliah was chosen first 
for practical reasons, it is a 
good place to start, and Jeru- 
salem is a sensitive matter," 
said Mr. Mercer. 

Grindlays General Manager 
in Amman, Adnan Sallakh 
said that he might be leaving to 
the West Bank soon to start 
preparations for tbe re- 
opening. 


Grindlays is represented in 
Jordan with 14 branches and a 
total capital of JD 140 million. 

During his visit to Jordan, 
Mr. Mercer met Finance 
Minister Sami Gammoh and 
Central Bank Governor 
Mohammad Saeed Nabulsi, as 
well as several government 
officials and private sector in- 
vestors. 

He refused to elaborate on 
tbe content of his talks, de- 
scribing them as "strictly con- 


fidential.” 

Mr. Mercer described Jor- 
dan's economy as being "well 
capitalised and well managed, 
with a low inflation rate, but 
needs- some stimulus for 
growth." 

H added that Jordan has a 
“high quality banking system 
with good representation from 
international banks.” 

Grindlays is represented in 
40 countries worldwide, rating 
among the world’s top 100 


man must DC written on a - — — — ’ 

Minis try UNESCO develop new educational packages 

J ^ n huc the nackaee. and educational materials. involved in the production of mi ess tneir importance 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Education has pro- 
duced three educational pack- 
ages for the basic education 
cycle. ; 

The packages, financed by 
the United Nations Education- 
al, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisations (UNESCO) as 
part of its programme of assist- 
ance to Jordan, covers three 


school subjects: physics, 
geography and biology, 
according to Suad Farkouh .of 
tl._- Educational Technologies 
Department at the Ministry of 
Education. 

Ms. Farkouh said the pack- 
ages were designed to enable 
students to learn by themselves 
or in small groups, using edu- 
cational materials provided in 


the package. 

Teachers can also use these 
packages to enrich tbe school 
curricula and help students 
learn quickly, Ms. Farkouh 
said. 

She added that these pack- 
ages will help the ministry ex- 
plore unique educational ex- 
periences in the fields of super- 
vision, preparation of curricula 


and educational materials. 

"These packages are easy to 
use by both the teacher and the 
student inside and Outside the 
classes," Ms. Farkouh said. 

She urged education depar- 
ment directors to encourage 
schools to use these education- 
al packages in the teaching- 
learning process. 

She said 56 experts were 


involved in the production of 
these packages, which took 
nearly one year to create. The 
cost of each package was about 
$166, she said. 

The aim of producing these 
packages in cooperation with 
UNESCO is to highlight the 
role they can play in the mod- 
ern educational process and to 


sues* tneir importance in en- 
couraging self-learning or 
learning in small groups, Ms. 
Farkouh said. 

She added that a total of 30 
packages on each of the three 
subjects were produced and 
that a package on each subject 
will be sent to all education 
departments for use in the 
teaching-learning process. 


WE ARE OPEN 

Spices from Indo-Pak sub-continent 
tested through generations are now 
a phonecall away 

Authentic Pakistani food specially cooked by 
chefs flown in from Pakistan is available at 
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Answer in resolve 


THE DISCLOSURE Wednesday by Minister of 
Interior Salameb Hammad that the security 
forces Iliad uncovered more plots than origin ally 
thought to destabilise Jordan through assas- 
sinations, bombings and attacks on security 
personnel should only strengthen this country’s 
resclvj to combat terrorism by all legal and 
effective means. In this regard, public parti- 
cipation in efforts to root out terrorism from 
our midst is a necessary component of the law 
and order process. The worst thing that could 
happen is to have Jordanians of all walks of life 
rely only on police to check the attempts to 
undermine the stability and security of the 
Kingdom. When it comes to the safety of the 
country, the security forces and the people are 
and should be on the same wave length and 
fi ghting on one united front. 

In retrospect, it was expected that the ene- 
mies of the peace process would join forces with 
the elements who are desperately trying to 
weaken the country to destabilise the country. 
Ever since the be ginning of the peace talks on 
tiie Middle East conflict, there have been 
persistent signs that Jordan would become one 
of the targets of the opponents of peace 
negotiations with Israel. As a matter of fact, 
ever since the be ginning of the Pales tinian 
conflict there had been efforts to intimidate 
Jordan into, .-taking disastrous actions. Hus 
pattern seems to continue and now is the time to 
put an end to this cycle of intimidation by one 
way or another, especially when there are 
indicati o ns that the source of the current wave 
of violence could be external. 

Still the widespread concern triggered by the 
minister’s recent revelations should not cause 
panic or make ns opt for precipitous emergency 
measures. It must be remembered that Jorda- 
nian democracy is also a prime target of many 
sides. There are many parties which are not 
happy with the success of the Jordanian demo- 
cratic process and some would do anything to 
abort it. There is every reason to believe that 
the threats and plots against the country can 
still be defeated while democracy still reigns 
supreme. . 

Against this backdrop, the main thing is to 
strengthen not only the diligence and alertness 
of our security people but also that of the 
public. Our people are fully aware that they 
have the highest stake in the security and 
stability of this country, and we should expect 
from them to stand as one against all threats, 
intimidation and terrorist crimes. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Rolf Eke us has been entrusted with his U.N. mission in Iraq 
and not Kuwait but has been visiting Kuwait to get money to 
’finance the continued sanctions on Iraq and to replenish the 
empty coffers of the United Nations, charged Tareq Masarweh 
in AI Ra’i. The United Nations bankruptcy is behind Washing- 
ton's continued pressure on Iraq to force the Iraqis to sell $1.6 
billion worth of oil. 30 per cent of which will go to the United 
Nations and end its bankruptcy, said the writer. Of course 
since the Iraqis are not paying, the only alternative is Kuwait 
which continues to supply the United Nations with funds and is 
ready to continue paying as long as Iraq remains under 
embargo, said the writer. Kuwait has gambled with its future 
by selling its oil in advance, with the payment going to the 
United Nations and the countries which sent their armed 
foi>:es and military equipment to help restore the rulers to 
their seats in Kuwait, he continued. The writer said that Ekeus 
has no mission in Kuwait where he gave statements to appease 
the Kuwaiti hacred towards Iraq and got paid for it. The writer 
said that the Iraqis realise that it is their oil which the United 
Nations is after and they are determined to thwart such aims 
and to offer more sacrifices for the sake of protecting their 
dignity. 


A columnist in AJ Dustour charged that Egypt was mediating 
between the Palestinians and the Israelis for two reasons: to 
ensure its continued leadership — albeit by name — of the 
Arab World on the one hand and to make its own peace treaty 
with Israel more palatable to the Arab masses on the other. 
Yasser Zaatreh said that all Arab states directly involved in 
the Arab-Israeli conflict were not happy about the Oslo deal 
between Israel and the PLO. but Egypt continues to peddle 
the deal and cal! the Arabs to accept it. The writer said that the 
Arab states were not happy about the deal because it has 
achieved nothing for the Palestinians and the Arabs at large, 
but had opened the door for Israel’s hegemony over Arab 
economy. With Egypt having a hand in this affair, the PLO 
leadership finds itself unable to move freely without the 
blessing of Cairo in matters related to its dealings with Israel, 
sa.- *k** writer. It is now feared that Cairo will also bless 
linking * Israeli and the Palestinian economy and keeping 
the Pali’snii. - autonomy rule under the Israeli hegemony, 
said the writer. 



Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa KeQaqj 


Jordan is rethinking, but not 
the way its enemies would want 


JORDAN IS under siege. As we go about our daily lives, the 
state of affairs that challenges the country, its leadership and 
its people may not be clearly written in black and white for 
everyone to take note of and behave accordingly, but a siege is 
what it amounts to no matter how anyone looks at it. 

Events that unfolded in the last four weeks have once again 
proved to us that moderation and principled positions have a 
high price and would inevitably bring about crises and tests of 
fire for the country's firm stands, internally, regionally and 
internationally. But the advocates of extremism and opportun- 
ism would be better off if they realise that Jordan's positions, 
whether in terms of the democratic process under way in the 
Kingdom or its commitment to the peace process did not come 
out of a vacuum but from a realistic assessment of the regional 
and international situation and a committed policy over the 
decades, particularly its demand for a comprehensive Arab- 
Israeli settlement addressing all aspects of tbe conflict, away 
from dramatics and short-sighted gestures. 

In the meantime, we as Jordanians have to absorb the 
impact of the developments and devise means to counter their 
influence in our lives through a collective approach. What we 
stand to lose is our way of life that our leadership has guided 
through the decades and our identity as Jordanians that our 
leadership has established for us. 

Jordan is under siege on four different tracks. The first track 
indeed is the ever-present external diplomatic pressure applied 
on it to sign an agreement with Israel and then negotiate the 
terms of that agreement in contradiction to every known norm 
of negotiations. Such an approach cannot be valid even in 
cases where the issues involved are simpler, let alone the 
complex Middle East conflict, where national, regional and 
international interests have been meshed so much together 
into a mess that makes little sense to anyone except those 
whose direct interests are targeted. Jordan has fiercely resisted 
such approaches, but it would seam that those who apply the 
pressures have not given up. 

Against the looming backdrop of those pressures came the 
allegations raised by Health Minister Abdul Rahim Maihas 
that regulations on safety of food and medicine available to 
Jordanians were grossly violated. There could be some truth in 
the charges, but the way the affair was bandied has not only 
done serious damage to public confidence in the safety 


mechanisms that protect us from abuse but has also dealt a 
severe blow to the same people whose skills and entrep- 
reneurship that we count on as pillars of the country and the 
conduit to developing the nation and its economy. 

Jordan has always relied on the strength and innovative 
skills of its human resources to advance itself in the regional 
and international scenes. The same human resources and skills 
came under scrutiny and attack as a result of the charges 
levelled by our health minister without a dear distinction 
between a few unscrupulous traders and the majority of others 
who genuinely adhere to sound business principles without 
compromising public health standards. And the result was 
indeed damaging. Quite simply, how can we expect our 
entrepreneurs to continue their innovative contributions to the 
economy after casting doubts on their business practices? That 
is definitely not to say that violators of the law should be 
forgiven. They should be punished, and punished severely, as 
an example for others who might be tempted to tamper with 
food and medidne standards and regulations. But the whole 
affair should have been handled in a different approach rather 
than drawing it through all kinds of ambiguities and confu- 
sions, leading to investors stopping short and diverting their 
funds away from Jordan. 

Hie quicker the process of investigations into the affair, 
followed by definite results and prosecutions wherever war- 
ranted, the better for all of us to put the episode behind us and 
refocus our attention on nation-building. 

Adding fuel to the fire came the blasts at two rinema houses 
and the assassination of one of our diplomats in Beirut. 

The three issues — the questions over food and medicine, 
the explosions at two public places and the despicable 
assassination of Jordanian diplomat Nayeb Maaytah — could 
not be directly linked with each other for an outside observer. 
But for us in Jordan there cannot be any distinction among the 
issues if only because we have to live through the consequ- 
ences of all these issues plus the pressure on our country in the 
peace process, and, as such, we have to look at the 
commulative impact of these developments. 

For once, our elected representatives in Parliament have 
risen to the challenge of the occasion by authorising the 
executive authority to handle the challenge to our national 


in whatever means it finds fit. It is an overwhelming. 
SSSrf to bareness of the perils that - all facej* ‘ 
^Revelations by our interior minister, Salaraeh Hainngd, 
that the security* forces have uncovered plots to destabilise 
Jbrdan comedo? exactly as a surprise. We all knew that sooner: 
orfater such incidents were bound to occur since there was no 
doubt that there were parties which were totallyupset by our .. 

!S“ews. pragmatism and commitments based onrecognK 
tion of the facts on the ground. 



Our honourable deputies deserve praise for their response 
of giving a carte blanche (it is indeed what ^ parliamentary 
statement issued Wednesday represented) to tbe government 
to dTal with the situation. Of course that ^ 

expected of them and they were only doing their job, buttherr 
a realisation that Jordan is facing a national 


decision reflected a realisation _ - 

emergency and it is a time to set aside pohticaJ differencesand 
that tiiere is a need to concentrate on a unified approach- to : 
confronting the needs of the day. 

Dubious external circles are trying to exploit the massive 
land and sea bordeis that the Kingdom shares with five 
countries — Syria, Israel. Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Egypt It is 
no easy task for our security forces to impose a foolproof filter 
at every nook and corner of our borders. But they have 
done an excellent job so far since all indications appear to 
affirm that the acts of terror that we witnessed m the past 
weeks were concoted locally with possible external rending 
from parties which have a vested interest in destabilising 

Jordan. ... . , • . . 

It is a time for us to be vigilant and abstain from rumour 
mongering which will only add to speculations and heighten 
tension. There are elements and parties which are trying to 
change our way of life and divert it away from moderation, 
liberalisation and democracy. 

. For those parties, challenging Jordan s national security and 
stability by trying to undermine public confidence in our 
security forces and threatening the safety of Jordanian 
diplomats abroad is an effort to stop the Kingdom in its tracks 
and to force it rethink before it proceeds on its committed 


course. _ . , 

Rethink, we will. We are doing it already. But definitely not 
along the lines that those who challenge us want us to. ' 
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The Week in Print 


Israel’s peekaboo with peace 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


THE PEACE process, Jorda- 
nian domestic affairs, Iraq 
and other issues were the key 
topics that'&gored high in the 
local 1 press in-the past week. 
The controversy over food 
and medtcuieWas also Absces- 
sed by columnists. 


In pursuit of their aggres- 
sion on the Arab World, tbe 
Israelis are not only ignoring 
calls for withdrawing forces 
from southern Lebanon but 
their leaders are preparing 
for an offensive on that coun- 
try, Mohammad Kharroub 
wrote in AJ Ra’i. The writer 
said that the Israeli raids on 
South Lebanon were paving 
the way for this expected 
offensive, following the death 
of four Israeli troops in con- 
frontation with the Lebanese 
resistance. Israel would not 
wait for any one to give it the 
green light but would go 
ahead with plans for attack, 
Mr. Kharroub wrote. 

AI Dustour columnist 
Mohammad Kawasfa ridi- 
culed Israeli statements that a 
referendum would have to be 
held on the future of the 
occupied Golan Heights. The 
Israeli government did not 
conduct a referendum before 
occupying the Arab lands in 
1967 and there should be no 
question about an Israeli 
withdrawal from the occu- 
pied lands, Mr. Kawash 
wrote. Washington has often 
declared that the peace pro- 
cess is based on U.N. resolu- 
tions that call for an end to 
occupation and an exchange 
of land for peace and no 
other concept can be contem- 
plated in this case because 
the world community has 
ruled against occupation, he 
added. 

Tareq Masarweh wrote in 
AI Ra'i that it was rather 
difficult for the Israeli leaders 
to decide on pulling out their 
forces from the Golan be- 
cause the strategic heights 
holds 40 per cent of the water 
resources which feed Israel. 
He said South Lebanon also 
holds valuable water re- 
sources which are needed by 
the Jewish state. By resisting 
any pullout from these two 
areas, the Israelis hope to 
secure huge binds from the 
United States not only to 
compensate them for their 
pullout but also to ensure 
that Washington finances for 
desalination projects to en- 
sure continued water sup- 
plies. Mr. Masarweh wrote. 
He said Israel could also 
forget about peace with the 
Arab states and stick only to 
its deal with the PLO rather 
than returning the valuable 
water resources to the Arabs. 

AI Dustour coluihnist 
Walk! Abu Bakr wrote that 
Israel was continuing to 
blackmail the Arabs and 


pressure them into accepting 
its own version of peace as 
long as it feels it is the stron- 
ger and dominant power in 
-die -region. Mr: Abu Bakr 
said that since the start of the 
‘Madrid conference- ‘Israel tes 
given up nothing of the occu- 
pied lands and has continual- 
ly stalled and prevaricated as 
it fears no enemy in the re- 
gion. Israel persists in 
occupying Arab land, con- 
tinues its atrocities against 
the Palestinians and disre- 
gards' U.N. resolutions and 
calls for genuine and lasting 
peace, he wrote. 

The same views were 
echoed by Arafat Hjjazi in 
Sawt AI Shaab. The Arabs 
should take stock of the 
peace process and examine 
the facts on the ground, the 
writer said. Nothing has been 
achieved by the Arab parties 
through their prolonged talks 
with the Israeli enemy since 
the Madrid conference, and if 
there were any gains at all. 
they were in favour of Israel 
at the regional and interna- 
tional levels. Mr. Hijazi 
wrote. More importantly, he 


in Sawt Al Shaab that Iraq 
had agreed to all the condi- 
tions imposed by the United 
Nations and the big powers 
and accepted the ideaiof m 1 
srallihg ’cameras' > to^momtor 
its armament programmes. 


Instead of ending the sanc- 
tions or at least ease the 
suffering of the Iraqi people 
through opening the door for 
Iraq to import food supplies, 
the U.N. is imposing stricter 
control and inspection mea- 
sures on Iraq and is con- 
tinually sending teams to Iraq 
as a land of humiliation of the 
Arabs, Dr. Otami wrote. 


In another Al Ra’i column, 
Mr. Masarweh mocked at 
tbe reported weeping of Rolf 
Ekeus upon learning of the 
plight of an Iraqi family in 
Baghdad. The man has no 
sympathy for the Iraqis and is 
helping the United Nations to 
create tbe plight, the writer 
said. Mr. Ekeus serves as an 
agent for the Americans and 
the Israelis and hates the 
Arabs and the Muslims, and 
for this reason he pursues bis 
efforts to humiliate the Iraqi 
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said, the peace process se- 
cured the PLO's recognition 
of Israel and its permanent 
occupation of the lands 
seized in the 1948 war. 

Commenting on the King's 
latest visit to the United 
States, Salameb Efcour wrote 
in Sawt A1 Shaab that the 
U.S. administration had ex- 
ercised pressure on the 
Monarch to sign a peace 
agreement with Israel during 
the visit. The writer said that 
the U.S. also continued to 
exercise pressure on the Arab 
Gulf states to supply Israel 
with oil and gas and to facili- 
tate peace with the Jewish 
state. He wrote that these 
actions clearly indicate that 
the U.S. administration is not 
serious about a just and com- 
prehensive peace based on 
U.N. resolutions. He said 
that the Arab countries sur- 
rounding Israel should be 
vigilant to such pressure and 
should adopt collective stand 
vis-a-vis the peace process. 

Commenting on the con- 
tinued embargo imposed on 
Iraq Dr. Samir Qfeuni wrote 


people and he is shedding 
crocodile tears that do not 
reflect any mercy in his heart, 
the writer said. While Ekeus 
continues to carry out the 
desires fo major powers 
against the Iraqis under the 
pretext of containing Iraq's 
armament programmes, he 
and his masters are allowing 
the Israelis not-oniy to a mass 
nuclear weapons but also car- 
ry on with their atrocities, 
and occupy lands they held 
for more than quarter of a 
century. Mr. Masarweh said. 

Ahmad Dabbas, writing in 
Sawt Al Shaab, praised the 
security services in Jordan for 
their capture of men alleged- 
ly responsible for terrorist 
attacks in Jordan. The writer 
said the security services 
were to be lauded for their 
continued efforts and dedica- 
tion and the arrest of those 
who are not only murdering 
innocent people but also 
acting under religious cover 
and sowing' the seeds of dis- 
cord and disturbance in Jor- 
dan. The writer said that the 
terrorist actions are alien to 


Islam and the Jordanian 
people. 

Discussing the question of 
foockand- medicine, Fabed Al 
Fanek wrote r in- Al Ra'i that : 1 
the health minister had failed 
to prove that Jordanians'were 
eating garbage and that our 
merchants are fierce animals 
and sharks and that onr medi- 
cine is unfit for treating pa- 
tients. The writer said that 
the health minister should 
have acted within his own 
ministry and through the 
powers vested in him to see 
to it that everything runs 
smoothly and that there was 
no damage to public health 
instead of causing an outcry. 

Mohammad Daood wrote 
in Al Dustour that it is not 
enough to tbe government to 
announce that the food and 
medicine question had been 
referred to the office of the 
prosecutor general. The gov- 
ernment should realise that 
corruption does not end with 
this move, he said. What is 
required is a stricter control 
and continued campaigns of 
inspection to deter any man- 
ipulators and to prevent con- 
tinued deception of the pub- 
lic, the writer said. That mer- 
chants continue to import un- 
limited amounts of items in- 
cluding food and the govern- 
ment ought to find a way to 
stem excessive importation 
and at the same time impose 
stricter control and inspec- 
tion on the incoming goods, 
he said. 

Mr. Kawash wrote in Al 
Dustour that while the gov- 
ernment is busy reforming its 
public administration system 
it should also concentrate 
efforts on the officials hand- 
ling the control of the quality 
of food and medicine coming 
to the country. The writer 
said that in the coming stage 
Jordan is expected to export 
more of its products and eco- 
nomic progress is in the 
offing and therefore there is 
urgent need to control those 
who control the quality of 
foodstuffs and medicine as 
part of the overall reform of 
public administration. 

Taber Al Udwan, a col- 
unw' in Al Dustour, said 
that rei_..ing the alleged cor- 
ruption w. ses concerning 
food and :.^didne to the 
prosecutor general was an 
important step. The prosecu- 
tor bolds the power to act 
against the manipulators and 
those tampering with the 
public health, the writer 
noted. No issue can attract 
public attention like the cor- 
ruption problem and nothing 
could cause loss of pubic con- 
fidence in the government 
like the continuation of cor- 
ruption, he said. He advo- 
cated strict and deterring me- 
asures against those responsi- 
ble for corruption. 


Gamsakhurdia 
— a riddle 
even in death 


By Maria Korolov 


doubts Gamsakhurdia was 
..... ..dead. “We.know. .where the 

v i *, body is;*'The family has - firm - 
• « . • • • ■■■; 7 informationaboutwhatbap- 
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first jpost-Soviet president is 
dead and buried in a 


makeshift grave near the west 
Georgian village of Jikhas- 
kari. 

But six weeks after Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia's death — by 
his own hand, according to 
initial reports — his body has stzB 
not been found and exactly 
how he died remains a 
puzzle. 

His family axe adamant he 
is dead, though they refuse to 
disclose where his remains 
are. 

However, many of his ene- 
mies believe he is still alive — 
ready to pop up again and 
spark a fresh round of civil 
strife in his homeland. 

“He said that even if he 
were to die he would con- 
tinue to fight from beyond 
tbe grave." recalled his wife, 
Manana. “He said: “I will do 
even more for Georgia then 
than l do now.” 

Manana said initially that 
Gamsakhurdia killed himself 
on December 31 after the 
collapse of his armed come- 
back bid in western Georgia. 

She has since dropped 
mention of suicide and. in 
remarks to Reuters late last 
month, refused to discuss 
how he died. 

Gamsakhurdia. an iconic 
figure and fiery orator who 
was idolised by his followers, 
was controversial from the 
moment he came to power in 
1991 in Georgia’s first free 
elections. 

His nationalist policies led 
to a bid for independence by 
the Ossetian minority in the 
north that led to bloody con- 


flict. 


Accused by his enemies of 
dictatorial methods. Gam- 
sakhurdia was toppled in 
January 1992 by a military 
coup and eventually replaced 
by former Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze. 


source for safety reasons. 

“But for many people m 
Georgia his death is so hard 
to accept that they refuse to 
believe it. He wasn’t just the 
president, he was the symbol 
of independence." 

“If he was dead, they .. 
would have found the body a- 
long time ago. So he is alive,”' . 
said Alexander Chikvaidze, a 
42-year-old from the west 
Georgian province of Ming- 
relia, Gamsakhurdia's 
power-base. 

The people who disliked 
him the most are those who 
still think he is alive. 

“I don’t believe he’s dead. . 
He was such a slippery, man)" 
said Nino, a Tbilisi house- 
wife. “He’s such a person 
that you can expect anything 
from him.” - • 

The only way now for 
Georgia to be ce rtain that 
Gamsakhurdia will not return 
is if his body is found. Hewas 
*^ st seen in the strongly pro-- 
Gamsakhurdia village of 
Jikhaskan, and in most ver- 
sions. that is where he - is - 
buried. 

Weeks of searching howev- 
er have brought no results: 

Megona Margia, head of 
village administration, said** 
Gamsakhurdia had been seen 
in Jikhaskan and could have - 
stayed in a number of diffe- 
rent houses. 

He had many supporters - 
in this village," he said. “The • 
police came here, but they 
were not able to find any- 
thing." ■ 

ix, Poople who open- 

ly a< J mit to knowing where 
ttte body is buried are in 
Chechnya. But they are not 
^ J 1 n 6 . come to Georgia - 

and point out the grave with- 
out firm guarantees of safety 
rtTn the Georgian govern-' 
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Then, 


as 


Shevardnadze 
strove unsuccessfully to fend 

5?L a rebellion in 

Georgia s Abkhazia province 
m August 1993. GarLkhur- 
dia returned dramatically 
from exile in the refvl 


d «. * re ^ south- 
ern Russian region of Chech- 
nya to stage another bid for 
power that led to civil strife 
His comeback attempt was 
crashed late last year only 
after Russian forces came to 
the aid of Shevardnadze’s 
men. 


^ ^ of such a man as 
Gamsakhurdia begins after 
his death," said Merab K k- 
nadze. a loyal aide. **He is 
not the sort of man who k 
forgotten.” 15 

Kiknadze. speaking 
Chechnya, said he had 
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The two sides agreed on the attached text to be included in the 
Gaza-Jericho Agreement. 

jhe Jericho Area 

J. The size of the Jericho Area will be as depicted on the agreed 
cnap attached to this Agreement. 

• l In addition, while not pan of the Jericho Area: 
a. Pending the entry into force of the Interim Agreement, the 
holy site of Nebi Mousa will be under the auspices of the 
cu . " 14 ,, . ft&axaisn Authority for religious purposes. 

-e tr i °n e ,he re t ' b - Durin 8 religious events that take place three times a year and 
e nr? K * u P^i h,"' ' other special occasions that will be coordinated with the Israeli 
Daie d on ,£■ : authorities, Palestinians will have the right to religious pilgrimage 
mtbe Al-Maghtas under the Palestinian flag. 

Jise f 0r th . c. Palestinian private projects, as well as joint ventures in 

hat the * , x :e *fr 1 accordance with the Declaration of Principles, will be located as 
id) to th?" 1 ** ' agreed on the shore of the Dead Sea. 

; that yf a 80Ver Bf- ! d. Safe passage will be provided from the Jericho Area to Nebi 
ing their il*^ i ■ Mousa, AI-Maghias and the projects and ventures as agreed in 
ian is f a _j 1 paragraph c. above on the shore of the Dead Sea for the above 
siiticai a % | mentioned purposes. Details regarding the safe passage arrangc- 
a uni r ie nerencis f 1 " ients ^ h* iodudod in the Gaza-Jericho Agreement. 

' ea a Pproac : 3. Roads within Jericho city will be under Palestinian control. 

Joint patrols on the main roads will be operated, led by the 
Palestinian vehicle. The issue of Auja and its roads wit] be 
negotiated in the immediate future in Taba. 

4. Religious affairs in the “Shalom AI Israel” Synagogue in 
Jericho will be under the auspices of the Israeli authorities. 

The Gaza Strip 

1. In accordance with the D.O.P., during the interim period the 
Gush Katif and Erez settlement areas, as well as the other 

■ settlements in the Gaza Strip, and the Israeli military installation 
abstain from nm f area along the Egyptian border in the Gaza Strip, as indicated on 
-u rations and hew. I die attached map will be under Israeli authority. In the areas 
55 w «iich are i rfl L' j delineated in yellow on the attached map and without derogating 
va - v from modeia I firom Palestinian authority, responsibility will be shared as 
| follows: the Israeli authorities will have the overriding responsi- 
s national secure - * WUt y and powers for security and the Palestinian Authority will 
lie confidence n- j h*** lbe responsibility and powers for civil affairs, subject to the 
safetv of u,J i Gaza-Jericho Agreement. In addition, with regard to those areas 
delineated in yellow, cooperation and coordination in security 
matters, including joini patrols, as agreed, will be implemented. 
Possible changes in the area designated yellow in the Southern 
Security Zone will be dealt with in Taba. 

2. Without derogating from Palestinian authority and in 
accordance with the D.O.P.: 

(a) On the three Israel roads connecting the Israeli settlements 
m the Gaza Strip to Israel, namely; the Kissufim-Gush Katif road; 
the Sufa-Gush Katif road; and the Nahal Oz-Kami-Nezzarim 
road, including the adjacent sides upon which the security of 
traffic along these roads is dependent, the Israeli authorities will 
have all necessary responsibilities and powers in order to conduct 
independent security activity, including Israeli patrols. 

(b) Joint Israeli-Palestinian patrols will operate along these 
roads and the adjacent sides. Such joint patrols will be lead by the 
Israeli vehicle. 

(c) Where the Israeli authorities cany out engagement steps, 
they will do so with a view to transferring, at the earliest 
opportunity, the continued handling of the incidents falling within 
Palestinian responsibility to the Palestinian Police. 

, (d) Overpasses will be constructed on intersections between the 
'lateral roads and the main north-south road. 

■. (e) These arrangements will be reviewed by the JSCCC after 
one year from the date of completion of the withdrawal of Israeli 
ibices from the Gaza Strip. 

3. Zoning questions will be dealt with in Taba. 
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.Other issues 

The early empowerment agreement will be negotiated in Taba, 
'after the completion of the Gaza-Jericho Agreement. The Interim 
Agreement, including modalities for elections and redeployment 
of forces in the West Bank, will be negotiated in Washington, 
D.C. - 


February 9, 1994 
Final Version 

Article 

Passages 

1. General 

a. While Israel remains responsible during the interim period 
far external security, including along the Egyptian border and the 
Jordanian line, border crossing shall take place according to the 
arrangements included in this Article. These arrangements aim at 
creating a mechanism that facilitates the entry and exit of people 
and goods, reflecting the new reality created by the Israeli- 
Palestinian Declaration of Principles, while providing full security 
for both sides. 

b. The arrangements included in this Article shall apply to the 
following border crossings: 

(1) the Allenby Bridge crossing; and 

(2) the Rafah crossing. 

c. The same arrangements will be applied by the parties, with 
the necessary adjustments, to agreed seaports, airports or other 
international crossings, such as the Abdullah and Damya bridges. 

d. The two sides are determined to do their utmost to maintain 
the dignity of persons passing through the border crossings. To 
this end, the mechanism created will rely heavily on brief and 
modem procedures. 

e. In each border crossing there will be one terminal, consisting 
of two wings. The first wing will serve Palestinian residents of the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank and visitors to these areas (hereinafter 
“the Palestinian Wing”). The second wing will serve Israelis and 
others (hereinafter “the Israeli Wing"). There will be a closed 
Israeli checking area and a closed Palestinian checking area, as set 
out below. 

f. Special arrangements will apply to V.I.P.s crossing through 
the Palestinian Wing. The liaison bureau to be established 
pursuant to paragraph 5 below (hereinafter “the Liaison 
Bureau") will define the scope and the nature of these special 
arrangements. 

2. Control and Management of the Passages 

a. For the purpose of this Article, “passage” is defined to mean 
the area from the crossing barrier at the Egyptian border or the 
Allenby Bridge, passing through and including the terminal and: 

(1) with regard to the Allenby Bridge crossing, from the 
terminal up to the Jericho Area; and 

(2) with regard to the Rafah crossing, from the terminal up to 
the outer limit of the Israeli milirary location along the Egyptian 
border. 

b. (1) Israel will have the responsibility for security throughout 
the passage, including for the terminal. 

(2) An Israeli director-general will have the responsibility for 
the management and security of the terminal. 

(3) The director-general will have two deputies who will report 
to him; 

(a) an Israeli deputy who will be the manager of the Israeli 
Wing. Israel will have exclusive responsibility for the manage- 
ment of the Israeli Wing, and 

(b) a Palestinian deputy, appointed by the Palestinian Author- 
ity, who will be the manager of the Palestinian Wing. 

(4) Each deputy will have an assistant for security and an 
assistant for administration. The assignments of the Palestinian 
deputies for security and administration will be agreed upon by 
the two sides in Taba. 

(5) TTiere will be maximum coordination between the two sides. 
Both sides will maintain cooperation and coordination on matters 
of mutual concern. 

(6) The director-general will continue to use Palestinian 
contractors to provide bus services and other' administrative and 
logistical services. 

;(7) Palestinian policemen present at the terminal will* be armed 
with handguns. Their deployment will be decided upon in Taba. 
Other Palestinian officials present at the terminal will be 
unarmed. 

(8) The details of management and security and Liaison Bureau 

issues will be dealt with in Taba. 1 

(9) The two sides will work together in Taba in order to seek 
ways for additional arrangements in the Rafah terminal. 

(10) Both Parties will review these procedures in a year time. 

c. Except for the arrangements included in this Article, the 


current procedures and arrangements applicable outside the 
terminal shall continue to apply throughout the passage. 

d. (1) Once incoming passengers have crossed the terminal, 
they will proceed to the Jericho Area or the Gaza Strip, as 
appropriate, without any interference from Israeli authorities 
(safe passage). 

(2) Outgoing passengers may proceed to the terminal without 
any interference from Israeli authorities after joint verification 
that such passengers hold the necessary documentation for exiting 
the area to Jordan or Egypt, as set out in this Agreement. 

3. Arrangements for Entry from Egypt and Jordan Through the 
Palestinian Wing 

a. At the entrance to the Palestinian Wing there will be a 
Palestinian policeman and a raised Palestinian flag. 

b. Before entering the Palestinian Wing, passengers will 
identify their personal luggage and it will be placed on a conveyor 
belt. Each side wiil be able to inspect such luggage inside its own 
checking area, using its own personnel and. if necessary, may 
open the luggage for inspection in the presence of the owner and a 
Palestinian policeman. 

c. Persons entering the Palestinian Wing will pass through a 
magnetic gate. An Israeli policeman and a Palestinian policeman 
will be posted on each side of this gate. In the event of suspicion, 
each side will be entitled to require a physical inspection to be 
conducted in inspection booths to be located adjacent to the gate. 
Passengers will be inspected by a Palestinian policeman in the 
presente of an Israeli policeman. Accompanying personal belong- 
ings may also be inspected at this point. 

d. Having completed the above phase, persons entering the 
Palestinian Wing will pass through one of three lanes for the 
purpose of identification and document control, as follow's: 

(]) The first lane will be used by Palestinian residents of the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho Area. These passengers will pass via a 
Palestinian counter, where Lheir documents and identity wilt be 
checked. Their documents will be checked by an Israeli officer 
who will also check their identity indirectly in an invisible manner. 

(2) The second lane will serve other Palestinian residents of the 
West Bank. These passengers will first pass via a Palestinian 
counter, where their documents and identity will be checked. 
Then they will continue via an Israeli counter, where their 
documents and identity will be checked. The two counters will be 
separated by tinted glass and a revolving door. 

(3) The third lane will serve visitors to the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank. An identical procedure as in paragraph 3. d(2) above will 
apply to such visitors, except that they will first pass via the Israeli 
counter, and then continue via the Palestinian counter. 

e. In the event of suspicion regarding a passenger in any of the 
three lanes described in paragraph 5- above, each side may 
question such passenger in its closed checking area. Suspicion 
justifying questioning in the closed checking area may be one of 
the following: 

(1) the passenger was involved, directly or indirectly, in 
criminal or planned criminal activity, in terrorist or planned 
terrorist activity and is not a beneficiary of the amnesty provisions 
of this Agreement. 

(2) the passenger conceals arms, explosives or related equip- 
ment: 

(3) the passenger holds forged or non-valid documentation or 
the details included in the documentation are inconsistent with 
those included in the population registry (in case of a resident) or 
in the data base (in of a visitor), except that questions 
relating to such inconsistency will initially be raised at the counter 
and the passenger will be questioned in the closed checking area 
only if the suspicion has not been removed; or 

(4) the passenger acts in an obviously suspicious behaviour 
during the passage via the terminal. 

, If, at the conclusion of this questioning, the suspicion has not 
been removed, such passenger may be apprehended, after the 
other side has been notified. In case of a Palestinian suspect being 
apprehended by the Jsradi side, a Palestinian policeman will be 
asked to meet with the suspect. Following notification to the 
Liaison Bureau, any further treatment of the apprehended person 
will be in accordance with Annex HI (Protocol Concerning Legal 
Arrangements in Criminal Matters). 

f. In the Palestinian Wing, each side will have the authority to 
deny the entry of persons who are not residents of the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank. 

For the purpose of this Agreement, “residents of the Gaza Strip 


and West Bank” shall mean persons who, on the date of entry 
into force of this Agreement, are registered as residents of these 
areas in the population registry maintained by the military 
government of the Gaza Strip and West Bank, as well as persons 
who have subsequently obtained permanent residency in these 
areas with the approval of Israel, as set out in this Agreement. 

g. Following the above procedure, the passengers will collect 
their luggage and proceed to the customs area. (The procedures 
will be agreed upon in Paris.) 

h. The Palestinian side mil provide passengers whose entry is 
approved with an entry permit stamped by the Palestinian side 
and attached to their documents. 

At the conclusion of the direct and indirect checking of the 
documents and identity of passengers passing via the first lane and 
stamping their entry permits, the Palestinian office: wilt provide 
the passenger with a white card issued by the Israeli officer. X 
Palestinian official posted at the exit of the Palestinian officu. 
posted at the exile of the Palestinian wing wilt verify that the 
passenger holds such a white card and will collect the cards v-un 
indirect and invisible Israeli checking. 

For passengers going through the second and third lanes, the 
Israeli officer will provide the passengers with a blue card, after 
checking their documents and identity, and verifying their entry 
permits. An Israeli and a Palestinian official posted at the exil at 
the Palestinian Wing will verify and collect the cards. White and 
blue cards collected will be checked bv Israeli and Palestinian 
Officials. 

In cases where either side denies the entry of a non-resident 
passenger, that passenger will be escorted out'of the terminal and 
sent back to Jordan or Egypt, as appropriate, after notifying the 
other side. 

4. Arrangements for Exit to Egypt and Jordan Through The 
Palestinian Wing 

Passengers exiling to Egypt or Jordan through the Palestinian 
Wing will enter the terminal without their lugaage. Thereafter, 
the same procedures described in paragraph 3 above will apply to 
them, except that the order of passing via the Israeli and 
Palestinian counters will be reversed. 

5. Liaison Bureau 

a. There will be a liaison bureau at each crossing point in order 
to deal with matters arising regarding passengers passing through 
the Palestinian Wing, issues requiring coordination, and differ- 
ences regarding the implementation of these arrangements. 
Without derogating from Israel’s responsibility for security, the 
bureau will also deal with incidents. 

b. This bureau will be comprised of an equal number of 
representatives from each side and will be located at a specified 
location inside each terminal. 

c. This bureau will be subordinate to the CAC and to the 
relevant RCCO. 

6. Miscellaneous 

a. Special arrangements will be agreed upon by the two sides 
regarding the passage of goods, buses, trucks and privately-owned 
vehicles. Pending this agreement, the current arrangements will 
continue to apply. 

b. Israel will attempt to complete the structural alterations on 
the Rafah and Allenby Bridge terminals not later than the date of 
the completion of the withdrawal of Israeli forces from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho Area. 

If these structural alterations are not completed by that time, 
the arrangements described in this Article shall apply, except for 
those arrangements that cannot be implemented without the 
structural alterations. 

c. In order to cross through the crossing points in and out of the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho Area, residents of these areas will use 
documents as detailed in (the Annex developed by the civilian 
committee). Pending the entry into force of the Interim Agree- 
ment, other West Bank residents will continue to use the existing 
documents issued by the military government and its Civil 
Administration. 

d. Visitors to the Strip and Jericho Area will be permitted 

to remain in these areas for a period of up to three months 
granted by the Palestinian Authority and approval by Israel. The 
Palestinian Authority may extend this three-month period for an 
additional period of up to three months and will inform Israel 
about the extension. Any further extensions require the approval 
of Israel. The Palestinian request for a four-month period and an 
additional four months will be negotiated in Taba in the 
immediate future. 

e. The Palestinian Authority will ensure that visitors referred to 

in paragraph d. above will not overstay the duration of their entry 
permit and_ authorised extensions. _ 


Agreement draws mixed reaction 
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. (Continued from page 1) 

many frtnies remained to be 
negotiated. They said negotia- 
tions with the Israeli delega- 
tion were a very difficult 
battle. 

"In practice, we were nego- 
, dating with three Israeli de- 
legations — the army who 
were the hardliders, (Foreign 
Minister Shimon) Peres the 
moderate, and (Prime Minister 
.Yithzak) Rabin, who was less 
hardline than his army gener- 
als,” a PLO negotiator said. 

- The PLO leadership was con- 
cerned that the delay in the impie- 
: mentation of the Sept. 13 accord 
.was eroding support for it among 
, Palestinians and it would only have 
drawn more divisions and blood- 
shed in the occupied territories. 
Initialling the agreement, they 
argued, would give internal 

'momentum for the negotiations on 
-implementation of the Oslo 
accord. 

- Some Palestinians argued that 
the PLO leadership had conceded 
a lot to Israel in order to sign the 

-agreement. 

, Executive Committee member 
: Snlekaan Najjab, however, consi- 
.dered the Cairo agreement 
.“dangerous" saying it included 
many loopholes and PLO conces- 
'dons. 

What has been accepted in Cairo 
was redeployment of Israeli troops 
rather than withdrawal since Israel 
tins been given control over areas 
surrounding Jewish settlements 
-much bigger than the size of settle- 
■. meats, he said. 

■ The agreement has given Israel 
, all its wants regarding security 
issues, and nothing for Palesti- 
nians. Israel has also been given 
^control of a number of roads con- 
rnccting Jewish settlements which 
‘divide the Gaza Strip.” Mr. Najjab 
•said. 

“We are very worried about the 
-possibility that Israel might choose 
•to accept only its own reading of 
-the Cairo .agreement ... we are 
•concerned over some articles 
.which indicate the continuation of 
occupation instead of its gradual 
removal as stated in U.N. Security 
( Council Resolution 242," Mr. Naj- 
jab said. 

, But chief Palestinian negotiator 
Faisal Husseini, who took part in 
I the negotiations, defended the 
'agreement saying that both the 
Oslo and Cairo agreements were 
only a step that would ultimately 


lead to independence and a Palesti- 
nian state. 

“Unfortunately, people cannot 
still distinguish between an interim 
period, which we are negotiating, 
and the final status," Mr. Husseini 
said. 

“We arc talking about an in- 
terim period, during which final 
status negotiations will start, which 
means we will be moving from one 
stage to another, and it also means 
we will not be able to end occupa- 
tion completely and at once during 
the interim stage," he argued. 
“However, when wc reach final 
status, it will be ihc period of 
independence and statehood." 

“I think this agreement includes 
elements that would enable us gra- 
dually to achieve independence be- 
cause it paves the way for Israeli 
withdrawal and redeployment 
from densely Palestinian populated 
areas," he said. 

Other PLO officials called for 
guarantees that ensure the imple- 
mentation of the agreement. 

PLO official Nabil Amr, a sup- 
porter of the Sept. 13 accord but 
who '•a n< for democratisation and 
political reforms in the PLO, said 
the Cairo agreement offers Israel 
the upper hand and right to be the 
effective reference point for all 
decisions. He said the need to 
break the deadlock reached in 
negotiations should not mean 
ignoring the pitfalls which would 
challenge the PLO's ability to im- 
plement what it signed. 

“It seems that the need to sign 
the agreement after the series of 
unsuccessful attempts since 
September evidently led to a fai- 
lure to include the necessary 
guarantees for a scheduled imple- 
mentation." Mr. Amr said. 

He said the PLO leadership 
should start working on securing 
such guarantees in order to ensure 
better conditions during the in- 
terim and final periods. 

Some senior members of the 
Palestine Liberation Army (PLA), 
who, for months, have been pre- 
paring to enter Gaza and Jcndio 
and to control security there, dis- 
approved the Cairo agreement and 
felt great disappointment. 

“We have no real role insecurity 
affaire or management of Jcncbo^ 
and Gaza Strip." said a senior PLA 
officer. “We were told wc would 
enter the self-rule areas and be in 
full control, or at least Iwve a big 
say in our own security affairs, bul 


h seems Israel will not only main- 
tain overall security but * bo man- 
age all the details.’ 

TTicy were referring to such 
issues as stated in the text of the 


accord as having a policeman 
armed with a handgun at the bor- 
der crossings and total subordina- 
tion to Israeli security concerns as 
mentioned in many of the articles 
concerning border crossings. 

Some residents of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip visiting Jor- 
dan said they were gravely con- 
cerned over the possibility that 
they would be more humilitaled 
and harrassed- by having to go 
through three checking areas while 
crossing rather than just two. 

“Now wc go through the Israeli 
and Jordanian checking points. 
According to the new agreement, 
we will be passing through an 
additional Palestinian checking 
point,” one West Bank resident 
said. 

He said Palestinians feel terri- 
fied and humiliated by Israeli mea- 
sures while crossing the bridge. 
“Under the excuse of security, 
Israel will refrain from improving 
these measures." 

Palestinians crossing into Jordan 
have complained of harrassment 
by Israeli security officers at the 
crossings, and humiliating body 
searches. The details of crossing 
procedures in the Cairo agreement 
have frightened them more. They 
feel there will be added security 
measures which will exhaust them 
instead of preserving their dignity. 

Both Mr. Najjab and Mr. Amr 
criticised the PLO’s negotiating 
strategy which led to the loopholes 
in tile Oslo and Cairo agreements. 
They called on the PLO leadership 
to clearly define and reconsider its 
negotiating strategy In order to 
improve the Palestinian position in 
peace talks and to avoid surprises. 

Mr. Najjab. upset that PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat signed the 
Cairo agreement before presenting 
it to the Executive Committee for 
approval, also criticised the PLO 
leader for downgrading his posi- 
tion and accepting to negotiate 
with Mr. Peres, the foreign minis- 
ter, as his equal. 

“Arafat has accepted the role of 
the head of Palestinian delegation 
in the PLO-lsraeti liaison commit- 
tee instead of Mahmoud Abbas 
(Abu Mazen). This gives Israel the 
right to demand that Palestinians 
return to a higher reference than 
Arafat for final decision... this 
weakens the Palestinians' negotiat- 
ing position.” Mr. Najjab said. 

He said Palestinians were wor- 
ried that if such concessions were 
repeated, the PLO leadership 
would lead the people to further 
"dangerous pitfalls** because the 
leadership has been acting without 
being accountable to any side. 


Jordan sees no problems with accord 

was quoted as saying that it 
laid the basis for future secur- 
ity coordination and enhanced 
the PLO’s negotiating position 


(Continued from page 1) 

the Palestinian and Jordanian) 
sides and that Thursday’s 
meeting was “very good.” 

He denied that there was 
continued tension between the 
PLO and Jordan over coor- 
dination and said that the 
“Palestinians were fully aware 
of our position (regarding 
security issues) before they 
signed the agreement with 
Israel.” 

“I don’t anticipate any prob- 
lems with the PLO-Israel 
agreement because it appears 
to be borne out of our agree- 
ment with the PLO," Dr. Ana- 

r ' said. 

The PLO and Jordan con- 
cluded a draft security agree- 
ment in mid January which at 
the time was described by a 
PLO official as an accord that 
“would set the principles of 
future coordination on issues 
of borders, training and ex- 
change of security information 
with the Jordanians." 

Although the details of the 
January accord were not made 
public, a PLO security official 


with the Israelis "by coordinat- 
ing our own side’s views." 

On Wednesday, Mr. Arafat 
and Mr. Peres signed the 21- 
page document dealing with 
security issues and border cros- 
sing points in a ceremony 
hosted by Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. Most of it was 
put together in marathon talks 
held both in Davos and Cairo. 

Mr. Arafat gave King Hus- 
sein a copy of die agreement dur- 
ing Thursday's meeting and 
told reporters he “was enlight- 
ened by the King’s views on 
the various issues we must face 
together.” 

He thanked the King for 
what he described as his 
"warm embrace of all our 
problems and issues." 

“It is not strange for the 
(to do that) when he 
carries the worries of 
Jordanian-Palestinian 
family," Mr. Arafat told jour- 
nalists before leaving for 
Tunis. 
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NOTICE OF SALE 

Date: Sunday, Feb. 13, 1994, between Ihe hours of 

9 a.m. and i;30 p.m. 

Location: American Embassy warehouse near 7th 
Circle 

Items to be sold: Used residential and office 
furnishings and equipment. 

Type of sale: Sealed-bid. Bid forms can be 
obtained on the day of sale. 

Conditions of sale: 

- 20 per cent cash deposit required on sale day. 

- Sale items will be available for inspection on sale 
day. 

- Bids must be submitted by 1:30 p.m. on sale day. 

- Bids must be submitted at the American Embassy 
warehouse. 

- Bids will be opened and bidders notified beginning 
Tuesday, Feb. 15, 1994. 

- Items must be rempved within 24 hours after 
notification. After that period, a JD50 per day 
storage fee will be assessed. 

-All items are sold on a "where-is, as-is, non- 
returnable” basis. 


February 14th 

St. Valentine 


HOTEL 

LNIER-CONTINE NTAL 

• 'JORDAN 


at 


B uMma 

RESTAURANT 


Four Course Dinner . 


Indian & Western 
Cuisine ... 

Surprises !!! 


Price: JD 13.200 per person inclusive. 

For reservations or further information, please call: 
641361, ext. 2222-2403 



REUTERS 

IS LOOKING FOR 

A QUALIFIED MALE ACCOUNTANT 

Candidates should have: 

☆ A university degree in accountancy 

☆ A good experience in accounting 

☆ Advanced experience in Lotus and Excel 

☆ Excellent command of English 

CVs should be sealed and sent before February 19 
1994 to: 

THE GENERAL MANAGER 
P.O. BOX (667) 

AMMAN - JORDAN 
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Arab Gulf countries need 
foreign help for oil expansion 


r;A BU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
),£ulf states will have to seek 
\=lopns or foreign partners to 
. ,Jboost their oil production 
rapacity because of a cash 
..■shortage. Experts have said. 

..Their coffers have emptied 
because of weak crude prices 
*~£nd growing defence spending. 
'"" They six Gulf Cooperation 
; ^Council fGCCl states are ex- 
- 1 peered to provide most of the 
capacity increase of around 10 
. ir rtiiUion barrels per day (b/d) in 
VtHe Organisation of Petroleum 
-■Exporting Countries (OPEC) 

’ i?jr the year 2000 since their oil 
r eserves account for more than 
' r 40 per cent of the world's 
proven reserves. 

■••J. .Independent estimates have 
•<-put the cost of such projects at 
\ nearly $120 billion, including 
i-acound $52 bfflion for main- 
..tqjning the current output 
.-capacity. GCC states alone 
■< -must spend more than $40 bil- 
:.lion on expansions by the mid 
1 .1990s. experts said. 

GCC states are now cor- 
nered, said Yusuf Khalifa, an 
. economics professor at the Un- 
-Ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
'University. 

‘“Oil prices are expected to 


remain weak and the Gulf war 
has created a new situation, 
where GCC countries have to 
largely boost military spending 
at a time when other expendi- 
ture. like salaries, is growing. 
This shows they could be 
forced to seek loans or bring 
back foreign partners.” he told 
AFP. 

GCC states had foreign part- 
ners in their energy sector be- 
fore most of them nationalised 
the industry, nearly 20 years 
ago. Only the UAE still has 
foreign partners, who are 
allowed to hold a maximum 40 
per cent shareholding. 

But Kuwait has said it is 
considering allowing back 
Western companies and ex- 
perts believe Saudi Arabia, 
which controls more than a 
quarter of the world’s oil, will 
follow suit since it will bear the 
brunt of the investments. 

Both countries are suffering 
from financial problems due to 
low oil prices, growing defence 
expenditure and large con- 
tributions to the Gulf war. 

According to an indepen- 
dent study by the Organisation 
of Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OAPEC). Kuwait's 


overseas funds have plummet- 
t d to $38 billion from around 
$100 billion and the Saudi 
assets to $40 billion from more 
than $100 billion. 

The Gulf war has also turned 
them into debtors for the first 
time as they sought funds to 
shore up a large budget deficit. 
A report by the. Bahraini-based 
Arab Financial Services 
showed Kuwait's debt stood at 
$9.8 billion at the end of 1992 
and Saudi Arabia's debt at $17 
billion. 

GCC states have sharply 
raised military spending to 
bolster their armies following 
the 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. Such spending has 
been projected at between $10 
billion and $70 billion during 
the 1990s. 

“If reports that GCC states 
plan to spend around $70 bil- 
lion on armaments, then what 
they have of assets are not 
enough to face the investments 
needed for energy expan- 
sions,” OAPEC said in a re- 
cent study. “In this case, they 
will have no choice but to 
invite world companies to par- 
ticipate in oil development 
projects almost 20 years after 


most of them nationalised their 
oil industry." 

A study presented to a semi- 
nar in the UAE last week said 
foreign firms were chalking out 
a long-term plan for participat- 
ing in the Gulf oil sector while 
banks were preparing to ex- 
tend $80 billion in loans. 

The study by UAE econom- 
ist Mohammad Mulla said 
Western countries appeared to 
be putting pressure on oil 
prices to keep them weak and 
force Gulf states to seek their 
help. It dted a 13 per cent 
increase in crude production 
by Britain and Norway. 

Oil prices have remained 
nearly $7 below OPECs target 
of $21 due to oversupply and 
world recession. They aver- 
aged $16-33 in 1993 compared 
with $18.44 in J992 and as high 
as $30 in 1981. 

Experts believe investment 
in the Gulf oil industry remains 
profitable even if oil prices go 
below $10 given the low pro- 
duction cost in the region of 
between $1 to S3. Apart from 
financing, foreigners could also 
supply technology and help 
market Gulf oil, the experts 
said. 


Confidence crisis unsettles Turkish markets 

risvvk in ” a inc about 1/ trillion r 

the excess money nooas in, a. ^ - 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
government efforts to stabilise 
volatile markets are hampered 
by a lack of confidence in its 
policies following frequent 
backtracking, bankers say. 

Government moves to halt a 
run on the lira will be put to 
the test next week trillions of 
lira pour into markets amid 
talks on a second devaluation 
within weeks, they predict. 

“We are going through a 
crisis of confidence. It has 
forced the market to think only 
of today,” Kemal Gurer, assis- 
tant general manager of pri- 
vate Esbank, told Reuters. 

The government has re- 
versed its policy of artificially 
keeping borrowing rates low to 
control the dollar and annulled 
much of a tax bill passed last 
year with extreme difficulty. 

Former central bank chief 
Rusdu Saracoglu, who res- 
igned in August over a policy 
dispute with Prime Ministrer 
Tansu Ciller, ended a seven- 
month silence Thursday to 
warn the government against 
the lack of confidence and in- 
stability in the market. 

Before his resignation, Mr. 
Saracoglu had long resisted the 
treasury's borrowing policy, 
designed by Ms. Ciller. 

“Stability is the absence of 
surprises... and confidence can 


only be built in a stable cli- 
mate,” he told a conference. 

He accused the treasury of 
"killing the domestic borrow- 
ing market” by cancelling 
weekly treasury bill auctions in 
the past three months to lower 
interest rates and lengthen the 
average borrowing maturity. 

The stock exchange is ex- 
periencing a free-fall since 
mid-January when the treasury 
and central bank lost their grip 
on financial markets and ex- 
cess money rushed into foreign 
currencies. 

The government devalued 
the lira by 12 per cent and 
raised interest rates to calm the 
markets, but the tension con- 
tinues. . 

Demand for foreign curren- 
cies, a safe heaven for inves- 
tors against uncertainty, is ex- 
pected to rise next week. Some 
bankers say a rush into the 
dollar may force another de- 
valuation. 

“The government missed a 
chance. The last devaluation 
should have been at a higher 
rate... a second devaluation is 
necessary to settle down mar- 
kets.” Atalay Sahinoglu. chair- 
man of Istanbul's Chamber of 
Commerce, told a meeting 
Thursday night. 

“If the devaluation is inevit- 
able, it must be done before 


Dollar loses ground against Deutschemark and yen 


.Tikis article is submitted by Naser Nabulsi, private client 
9Coap, Merrill Lynch — Dubai 
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Fundamental View: The dollar lost sound against both the 
Deutschemark and the yen this week. Dollar weakness a gainst the 
mark can be attributed to expectations that Fed tightening will 
come later than previously expected, and the view that die 
Bundesbank win not raise official rates at Thursday's council 
< ^meeting. But we continue to expect a 50 basis point cut in German 
rates this quarter, and a 25 basis point rise in U.S. rates in the 
• second quarter. As three-month German rates fall from 5.7 per 
cent to 4.0 per cent in 12 months, we expect the DM to reach 
1 DM/S 1.85. Yen strengthening has been due to increased 
; pe ssimism regarding prospects for a U.S.-Japan trade agreement. 
_■ .If measures to open Japan's market to imports are unsuccessful, 
.< the burden of reducing Japan's huge current account deficit would 
; Call on further yen appreciation. We expect the yen to strengthen 
1 to 105 JPY/$ in 12 months in light of slow progress in correcting 
Japan’s trade imbalance. 


5.9 per cent annual rate. We continue to look for German 
3-month money rates to fall to 4.0 per cent or less by the end of 
this year compared with 5.7 per cent currently. We maintain our 
12-montb target of DM/USD 1.85, and expect the dollar to reach 
die DM/USD 1.80 level in 3 months. 


tion against the dollar to U.S.$/GBP 1.46 in 12 months as U.S. 
short-term interest rates rise by 50 to 75 basis points by the end of 
1994. 


Technical View: The U.S. dollar was generally on the defensive 
(taring the week ended Jan. 28 as die greenback posted 
week-to-wcek losses against four ef ife scr c ur renc i es we most 
. regularly discuss. In tift£end, the dollar index lost 0.2 per cent for 
' the period. At duf point, moment um '' for the index appears to 
• have peaked and seaMent is vidwed-as being generally ovdr- 
; bought- These conditions, together with the inability to penetrate 
"important resist an ce at 97.50-98.00, imply that an important 
--•metfiimi term top — marking the end of the rally from last 
September's low — may be at hand. Thus, the medium term 
outlook continues to favour the currencies. Nearby support is just 
•above 94.00, with benchmark support at 90.29. 


Technical View: Hie Deutschemark rallied 0.6 per cent versus the 
U.S. dollar last week. Short term sentiment is near overbought, 
but the important medium term readings remain oversold. 
Although short term momentum is in an uptrend, medium term 
oscillators are still bottoming and have not yet broken then- 
downtrend. That could occur this week. AU of this generally 
bolsters the argument that a currency low is being pat into place. 
Important support remains indicated in the area of 1.755, with 
resistance at 1.65-1.66. The mark/yen cross moved below 63 last 
week to the lower end of its multi-month trading range. This 
potential support is important because, though not oversold, 
medium term momentum for the cross is evidencing signs of 
bottoming. Given that both individual currencies are expected to 
rally versus the U.S. dollar in coming weeks, this bottoming 
process raises the prospects for potential DM relative strength in a 
generally firm currency environment. 

While 60 remains important support, resistance in the 65.50- 
6650 range will be monitored for a potentially important 
breakout.-^— - * * 


Technical View: The British pound rallied almost 03 per cent 
versus the U.S. dollar during the week ended Jan. 28 and in the 
process moved to the top end of its long-standing 1.47-1.51 
U.S.$/1 trading range. Sentiment iS neutral to near oversold. 
However, medium term momentum remains constructive. 

All in all, our long-standing support/resistance parameters 
remain unchanged: a break down through $1.46-547 would imply 
a potential test of important long term support at $1.40-51.42, 
while a rally through $1.55 would set the stage for a challenge of 
long term resistance at $1.60. The DM cross-rate may be peaking. 
The recent trading range has been accompanied by deteriorating 
momentum. If this deterioration continues, a derisive break of 
2.60 could allow for 2.58. then 2.53-2.55. While 2.68 is still 
nominally possible, important resistance at 2.62 has to be 
monitored colsely. 




Deutschemark 


f m \ 



k-jiqat U.S. interest rates will not be raised as quickly 
£-;#reviously expected. The resignation of Fed vice chairman David 


Mullins, who is considered an anti-inflation -hawk, may have 
reinforced this sentiment. The overwhelming view from Germany 
isThat tise Bundesbank will not cut the discount rate at Thursday's 
Qouncti meeting. While U.S. and German monetary action may 
not be imminent, we continue to expect a 50 basis point cut in 
German rates this quarter, and a 25 basis point rise in the U.S. 
federal funds rate in the second quarter. News on wage and 
iSonauner price inflation in Germany continues to be surprisingly 
positive, and the U.S. economy appears to be have maintained 
strong momentum in January following fourth quarter growth at a 


Pound Storting 

■ - • • - v » r 

Fundamental View: The British pound backed down from its 
six-month high against the Deutschemark, trading at DM/GBP 
239. This week’s depredation cannot be traced to any fun- 
damental factors, although data on foreign exchange reserves 
suggest that the Bank of England may have intervened against the 
pound. Greater signs of economic strength — continued improve- 
ment in the labour market and evidence of buoyant consumer 
spending — have reduced market expectations of prospects for a 
cut in base rates. Concern about job security is a major factor 
inhibiting consumer sentiment, and improved prospects for 
employment should bolster confidence. 

We believe base rates will be cut by 50 basis points later in the 
second quarter, once the impact of April 1 tax increases is 
assessed. But rates will decline by much less this year than in 
Germany, leading to pound appreciation against the DM. We are 
expecting a rise in the pound to DM/GBP 2.65 in three months 
and DM/GBP 2.70 at six- and twieve-month horizons. 

If the pond rises much beyond the DM/GBP 2.70 level, the 
Bank of England would be pressured to cut rates to protect the 
competitiveness of U.K. exporters. Plenty of slack capacity 
should limit concern of stimulating demand-driven inflation 

The pound was little changed against the dollar this week, 
trading near U-SJ/GBP 1.49. We are forecasting pound depreria- 


Japanese Yen 

Fundamental View:’ The Japanese yen continued to strengthen 
against the dollar this week, moving to 108 yen/do liar. The U.S. 
and , Japan fajJe&.to. rqsblve trade dif^^n$^^4^£kcib 

have become increasingly pessimistic regaJ^g prospects 
agreement in’time\fpfc,t 2 tks! bejtween Mf^Hosokawa^q£L v 
Cliqtop^^p^’&ciqieqt %cco?nt Surplus, at$1024>fllien ifi 1993?k 
far abpve politically acceptable levels. If measures to open 
Japan’s domestic market to imports are unsuccessful, the burden 
of current account adjustment would fall on further yen apprecia- 
tion. Friday’s compromise between Mr. Hosokawa and the LDP 
on political reform legislation is another plus for the yen. 

Increased political cooperation should lead to a strong fiscal 
stimulus programme, which would support the stock market and 
keep bond yields higher than otherwise. The result would be 
increased capital inflows from abroad. We expect the yen to 
strengthen further to 105 yen/dollar in 12 months. 


Technical View: The Japanese yen gained 1.4 per cent against the 
U.S. dollar last week, and was the strongest currency of the six we 
most regularly monitor. At present, short term sentiment is 
neutral and medium term readings remain oversold. Short term 
momentum is upwardly biased, but medium term oscillators are 
only now bottoming. This evidence, plus the fact that last week’s 
strength was enough to at least temporarily break through the 
five-month old downtrend channel, suggests that the underlying 
long term uptrend is reasserting itself. The ability to hold support 
at 113-114 7/U.S.S also adds substance to this possibility. The rally 
in recent days through 108 implies continued strength toward 
105.50-106. 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
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Saturday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: LOUSE ABOVE BABOON OUTLET 
Answer: The Frencn poodle who slipped his leash was 
called -TOO LOOSE- 


banker said. 

But some economists say ae- 
valuing the -lira alone without 
any other measure will prob- 
ably fail to settle markets ana 
will simply aggravate the lack 
of confidence. 

“It must’ be part of a stabi- 
lisation package,” a senior 
state bank official said. 

“Devaluation will not bnng 
any benefit to Turkey even to 
exporters," said Kubiiay 
Cinemre, treasurer at Finans- 
bank. 


Feb. 15. The 

trillion lira of fresh caa - 
flow into the marketsttooug^ ;V 
a treasury domestie debt 
payment. . . ; 

The treasury has announcej^v 
three public offers and three^-^ 

r T kill cal^C tft rlriin: 


mice wiu mice - 

T-bill sales to .drain- 
week's cash flood," scenfc^fo 


iod,wenfi^^ 

economists as a disaster wai&X^ 
ing to happen. -** iS4 * 

“It must borrow 
term and at higher rates. 
offers are not attractive. ! can§s|l 

— commit myself to a longer tenfei 

Jyrtse'rs 

500,000 Lte employees total!- treasurer said. • 


Russian fuel payment 
crisis threatens supplies 


3^ 




MOSCOW (R) — Russia's 
fuel industry could grind to a 
halt soon unless consumers 
fork out cash to pay for sup- 
plies, the fuel and energy 
minister, has said. 

“The sum of non-payments 
has taken on such proportions 
that in the near future... it 
could completely paralyse the 
economic activity of energy 
sector enterprises,” the minis- 
try's Infotek Information Ser- 
vice said. 

In the first official indication 
that even export markets could 
be hit by the depending finan- 
cial crisis, it said supplies could 
be disrupted to “both non- 
payers and prompt payers.” 

Fuel producers, whose 
workers are threatening to 
strike over unpaid salaries, are 
owed about 11.6 trillion rou- 
bles ($7.4 billion) by customers 
in Russia and other former 
Soviet republics. 

Some enterprises have been 
forced to reduce output, aban- 
don investment projects or put 
workers on unpaid leave. 

The problems were reflected 


in January production figures'll 1 - 
Crude oil and gas condensate 
output fell to 27.3 million lotftsi.. 
nes (63 million barrels pe^ i^s. 
day), down 10.1 per cent from^F.. 
January 1993. ; 

Westem Siberian oil woit'^# 

ers are growing impatient as -X 

the government appears at 
loss over how to tackle the TV? ; ' 
non-payments crisis afflicting v-—- 
the entire economy. Total non- --iviv. 
payments are about 20 trillion \ .j£; 
roubles ($13 billion). ^v- 

The second biggest oil pn>' . ^ 
ducer, Yuganskneftegaz, is _’Y 
one of the worst hit, with debts 
of more than 400 billion rou- ^ 
bles ($250 million). Its workers I? 
are demanding urgent govern- 
ment action. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said they appealed to Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
to convene a nationwide meet- 
ing of oil and gas industry ' 
leaders and trade union repre- 
sentatives. 

Yuganskneftegaz general 
director Sergei Muravlenko 
said his workers had not been - . 
paid for three months. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY U, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 1 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Studying your principles and pre- 
cepts today could lead to a more 
fulfilled existence and remove 
some of the growing slresTTn 
your life. Meditale on philo- 
so^hical matter gift gain^d^ar- 
er perspective. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) It 
is important that you exercise the 
grearest care in doing favours for 
partners, whether in business or 
personal life, be it concerning 
monetary or creative affairs. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
A bad day for gambling on any- 
thing or taking chances. Any 
civic or public affairs need to be 
handled very carefully, tod, so 
that you do not rik higher-ups. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Get tasks done quickly during 
the morning and then be kinnd to 
those who are helping you. 
However, don't use an air of 
bravado. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You are now able to 
make better plans for recreation 
during week-ends or any spare 
time that you have and get hob- 
bies perfected. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Look for the data that will assist 
to get along better with associ- 
ates and friends in the future. Do 
shopping after you have studied 
your paper well for bargains and 
ideas. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Don't neglect to buy 


staples need this day and be sure, 
you drop in on relatives who love 
you. Be gentle with all-not critic- 
al. • „ 

-LIBRA: (September 23 to Ocu> A 
bfcf 2?) Surroprfdings or real 
estate. jyou own require some 
attention and repair that you 
would be wise to handle yourself. 

Be very kind with loved one 
tonight, but not extravagant. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Getting health 
and appearance improved is of 
prime importance to you today, 
so spare no time ort expenses in 
doing so. Then go after your 
most cherished desires. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Be on your 
guard tonight that you don’t get 
into trouble with one who has 
power over your affairs and well 
being. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You are fortunate in 
having a good pal help you with 
whatever task you have on hand 
that is difficult to do alone, so do 
work together. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Be alen to credit 
affairs as well as civic duties 
during the daytime. It is impor- 
tant that you prove you arc a 
good citizen now. 

5^SS S: v (Feb ™ ary 20 lo March 

2D) Much activity is fine now. 
meeting interesting people, get- 
ting dose to nature, partaking in 
sports, etc. Stick to what is of 
proven worth in the evening. 
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ACROSS 
1 Hate* s state 
5 Wonderment 
8 RmonS 
Surreptitiously 
It A few 
12 Ellipses 
1 A Over Twist s 
request 

15 Old Martey 5 
Business 
partner 
tBRec room 

19 Standard 

20 ’...together 
poor dog — 

21 Trousers 

22 Travels 

23 Spheres 

25 Man 5 pronoun 

26 Lag oehmd 

27 Author Fleming 

28 Incline 
32 Tne 

woodcutter’s • 
kids 

36 Verge 

3T Tundia Oenijpn 

38 Torture 

39 Good buddy 

40 Maroon 
A2 Hearsay 
a5Firtwurgn 

0 *pon 

afi Fried — nngs 
AT Ring 
4B Appreciated 
51 Aunt Polly s 
ward 

— ol Wigftt 

55 One ol die 
Osmond! 

56 Shave — harem 

57 Goll item 
SB Pad notices 
59 Cneer 



I VJ Si 

1 neseim; 


DOWN 

1 Previously 

enjoyed" 

2 SohtOQuy stan 

3 Revival meeting 
shout 

■* CNcks mama 

5 Turns may 

6 Heals 

7 Ratsea railways 


8 Debbie or Oan'i 

9 Compulsions 

10 — wtiii* 

12 Endangered 

layer’ 

13 Frightening 
M Disposition 
>6 Empower 

1 7 Slugger s stats. 
21 Composure 

23 June celebrant, 
lor short 

24 Auie — gyne 

25 Used to Own 

26 - Way We 
' Were’’ 

27 Pen fitting 

28 Royal 

29 Like — ot bncks 

30 Fix 

31 Stratum 
33 Memorized 
3a Winner ’a take 
35 tnireqiwntty 

39 Combine 

. resources 

40 Boat backs 
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1.4*4 
4.331 

I. tls 
4.93* 
3.31* 

1.934 
3.44* 
3.014 

4,940 

3.410 

1.944 

3,00* 

4.134 

3.300 

1.19* 

>.t«a 

i.no 

1.3*4 
4. 44* 
4.1*4 
1.444 
4.414 
1.314 

1. 144 
12.1*4 

1.344 
1.334 
3.434 
i.iao 

3.0*0 

M.3M 

1.431 

1.7*4 

II . 4*4 
T.CM 
4.494 
3.1*4 
4.39* 
4.33* 
3.4*4 
1.444 
3.33* 
*■39* 
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14.443 

334.934 

3.143 

3,4*4 

41,999 

11.44* 

40,31* 

0.123 

1.134 

1.441 

31,111 

144,193 

111,411 

11.449 

22.449 
94,919 

1.113 

llt,4>9 


1.49* 

14.1*4 

3.144 
1.194 

4.41* 

3.3*4 

1.414 

1.144 

1.94* 

«.*1# 

1.144 

4.41* 

1.9*4 

1.194 

2.34* 

i.tsa 

t.aro 

*.***■ 


2.4*4 

14-34* 

2.320 

1.334 

*.•434 

3.344 

9.49* 
3.14* 
9.9*4 
4. *9# 
3.144 
0.41* 
7.424 
3.23# 
1.3*4 
1.2*4 
*.»*• 
9. *4* 


1.34* 

14.41* 

3.91* 

1.94* 

4.4*4 

9 . 1 M 

1.3*4 

1.494 

1.494 

4.434 

1.144 

4.41* 

1 . 40 * 

1.IM 

3 .JM 

1.934 

1.3*4 

3.41* 
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33,412 

111,4*4 

91.1*4 

19,491 

124,34* 

124 , 4*3 

394,433 


1.194 

3.1*4 

3.43* 

1 . 34 D 

I. 4 M 

I. 14* 

J. tJ* 


3.194 
I. 93* 
SUM# 
1.13* 
S. 1 N 
3.11* 
3.3*4 


2.144 

T.394 

1.14* 

3.44* 

2.140 

1.33* 
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Cairo Amman Bank W 
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CtaTtney 

Hid . 

Offer 



U-S. Dollar 

0.7040 

0.7060 



Sterling PmtmJ 


1.0519 



Deutsche Mark 

0.3997 

0.4017 


- 

Swhj Franc 

0.4701 

0.4785 




0.H7S 

0.1184 



Japanese Yen" 

0.6498 

0.6530 



Dutch Guilder 

0.3569 

0.3587 








[uHu Lira' 

0.0417 

0.0419 



Belgian Franc 





nr iM 




Other Corrancie* 

D«f 

m 10;t‘1994 



Comncj’ 

Bid 

Offer 



Bahraini Dinar 

f .8480 

1.0650 



Lebanese Ura 1 ' 


0.041615 



Saadi KJyal 

0.1*75 

0.7(15 



Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3400 

2.3600 




0.1911 

0.1923 



EgvptiM Pound 

0.2050 

0.2200 



Otaani Rival 

I .8050 

1.8230 



DAE 

0.17IJ 




Greek Drachma’* 

0.2765 

0.3175 



Cypriot Pound 

1.3235 

1.3645 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


arc the buying and selling rates for 

worm current gold 
London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


13417/27 

1.7525/35 

1.9645/55 

1.4793/03 

36.17/21 

5.9565/15 

1695.1/6.6 

108.11/21 

8.1098/98 

7.5748/98 

6.8497/47 

$1.4614/24 

$380.20/380.70 


AFM trading plunges 
32% on security fears 


UAE urged to expand 
investment to stop 
capital flight 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
should set up an official stock 
market and open up new in- 
vestment opportunities to 
absorb high liquidity and stop a 
flight of capital, economists 
have said. 

In the absence of other ma- 
jor local investments, trade 
and construction have re- 
mained the dominant sectors, 
with investors opting mostly 
for deposits and banks keeping 
a large portion of their funds 
overseas, despite sharp fluc- 
tuations in international mar- 
kets, they said. 

The absence of a formal 
stock exchange and supporting 
institutions was keeping local 
investors away from important 
economic activities, the state- 
run Emirates Industrial Bank 
(ETB) said in a study. 

“As a result, we find that 
nearly half the assets of our 
banks arc invested abroad, 
mostly in the form of short- 
term deposits. Inside the 
UAE, we find that the bulk of 
the bank loans go to trade and- 
construction, which shows that 
domestic investment opportu- 
nities are limited," the bank 
said. 

Central bank figures showed 


the foreign assets of the UAE's 
47 banks, based mainly in the. 
West, have steadily increased 
over the past few years. They 
rose to 63.9 billion dirhams 
(517.1 billion) at the end of 
June, from 58.6 billion dirhams 
($15.9 billion) at the end of 
1988. The 1993 figure repre- 
sented nearly 43 per cent of the 
banks' total assets of 149.9 
billion dirhams ($40.8 billion). 

The Baziks’ credits to trade 
and construction stood at 
around 38 billion dirhams 
($10.35 billion) by the end of 
June, more than half their total 
domestic credits of around 69 
biRion dirhams (SI 8. 8 billion). 
Their local investments, 
however, were as low as 1.1 
billion dirhams ($299 million), 
according to the central bank. 

The EIB said the UAE’s 
planning system played only a 
limited role in the economy. 

“It is time for the govern- 
ment to start coordinating in- 
vestments in other sectors, like 
water, electricity and com- 
munications and the fields 
which will accelerate develop- 
ment,” the EIB said. “There 
should be a kind of institution- 
al support for investors, to 
provide them with a realistic 
framework for their invest- 
ments and spending.” 


Sharedealing in the UAE 
has remained at a low level, in 
the absence of an official floor 
and specialised market institu- 
tions such as investment port- 
folios, brokerage houses and 
market makers. 

Dealing is conducted by tele- 
phone through a handful of 
brokers, and an unofficial in- 
dex sec up four years ago tracks 
only 22 of the more than 40 
banks and companies trading 
their shares. 

Dealing is srill confined to 
UAE citizens, speculation is 
virtually absent and less than 
10 per cent of the shares are 
traded, as the rest are owned 
by the government. This has 
kept turnover at below 500,000 
dirhams ($136,000) a day. 

“The absence of an official 
market is scaring away small 
investors, who prefer bank de- 
posits, although the return 
from shares is higher.” said 
Mohammad Hara&ha, a UAE 
stockbroker. “Dealing could 
sharply grow and liquidity 
could be reduced if an official 
market is established.” 

The UAE last month it was 
joining other oil-rich Gulf 
states in setting up an ex- 
change, and has formed a com- 
mittee to oversee the project. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading at the 
Amman Financial Marker 
totalled JD 13.6 million, reg- 
istering a decline of 32 per cent 
during the week ending Thurs- 
day compared with the pre- 
vious week, partly as a result of 
security fears, dealers said 
Friday. 

“It was a normal reaction 
from people who were alarmed 
by the reports of bombings and 
of destabilisation plots against 
the country," said a prominent 
dealer. “In any country, indi- 
vidual investors are the first to 
be alarmed,” noted the dealer, 
who like brokers at the AFM, 
preferred not to be identified. 

Bankers agreed with the 
argument, pointing out that 
stock markets were always the 
first to be affected in situation 
of threats to security. 

“What we are dealing with 
in the stock market is largely 
personal money.” noted a 
banker. “In many cases the 
funds represent the life savings 
for many, and it is only natural 
that they get alarmed and tend 
either to dump their shares or 
stay away from trading 
altogether until the winds blow 
over." 

In the case of AFM trading 
last week, investors appeared 
to have opted for the latter, 
and hence pan of the decline in 
the weekly volume, said the 
banker. 

Another reason was the 


“disappearance" .of most of the 
proceeds from a JD 3 million 
share floatation by the Islamic 
Investment House, the dealers 
said. 

“Those who sold the shares 
were not regular investors in 
the market.” noted the broker. 
“They just sold their shares at 
a profit and took their money, 
the absence of which was re- 
flected in the final figures for 
the week.” 

The Islamic Investment 
House shares were officially 
priced at JD 3 each, but were 
sold with a profit margin of 
JD 1 j, the dealers noted. 

Figures released by the 
AFM showed that investors 
renewed interests in commer- 
cial bank stocks during the 
week after zeroing in on the 
industrial sector during the 
previous week. 

Commercial bank stock 
worth JD 7 million changed 
hands during the week, 
accounting for 51.5 per cent of 
the weekly volume, compared 
to 35 per cent of the previous 
week, taking a second place to 
the industrial sector’s share of 
46 per cent of the JD 20 mil- 
lion volume. 

Trading in industrial stock 
totalled JD 4.6 million or 33.8 
per cent of last week’s volume, 
followed by the services sector 
with JD 1.8 million, or 13.2 
per cent, and the insurance 
sector with JD 200,000 or 1.5 
per cent. 

According to an AFM week- 


ly report, shares of 85 com- 
panies of the 114 firms listed in 
the marker figured in -last 
week's trading. Shares of 59 
companies showed a decline 
during the week, while* : 15 
showed improved and 11* re- 
mained stable, the report said. 

But, aside from the one-sjiot 
infusion of the new Islamic 
Investment stock, the market 
did not witness any major fluc- 
tuation. 

In the meantime, investors 
are also hanging on to tKeir 
holdings of commercial bank 
stocks, particulary of banks 
which are expected to reopen 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza. 

The stocks of those banks 
are expected to climb as soon 
as Israel grams its approval'to 
the preliminary licences issued 
by the Central Bank of Jordan. 

Israeli approval is deemed 
automatic under the provisions 
of the banking agreement 
signed between the CeritraJ 
Bank of Jordan and the Bank 
of Israel on Dec. 1. 

“The Israeli approval shoqid 
come any time now,” said; a 
banking official who handles 
his bank's portfolio at _the 
AFM. “Investors are poigad 
for profit-taking as soon as ijie 
banks announce that they hive 
secured Israeli approval." , . 

Another climb in the stocl? is 
expected when the banlts 
actually reopen in the occupied 
lands, the dealers noted. 






THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG. AM FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AMO 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE. TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


KAWAR SSONS 

■ 604^76 004696 ^ 
PO.BOX 7806 



FOR RENT fr SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call; 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 
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Simply. The Best 

Value in A mm an ■Mai Awnion 

2ndQrcfe 

' r ft j 


5\. Otptaumnt *Witfi 
Stoi Artistic flmbwnct 


Valentino 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight > 


LARA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Swefifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



699-420 


THE *, . 

; jn) Jjlhl : 

’ RESTAURANT 


The only Restaurant that 
Offers real Chinese & Arabic 
Specialities under one roof 



Every night with live music 
"And you can dance too !!! " 


CiVjsLa jwi; jL*J»U 

J-'j _4« i.ju.jg. j Al’ l l . Sl 

IjM j j <ui Ja .III 

( 3*i) 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


^4-raH i^mII 

‘ 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from aBgreal re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
Prepared by oar 
CUkk eftefr 
Open daily lor 
lunch & dinner 
Tabe my rente 
Jabal A1 Hussein 
Mris&y of Trade 
industria l Rd. 


IK7-R-CCSTIMSTO. 



ThlBestIn 
Indian Cumnf. 


Bm( k<ham 


Ol'KN Fou 1.1V1I iv DlVVKK. 
For reservations cal! 631361 



Cheers Cafe' 

OPEN IN RAMADAN 
6:00 PM-V. Lafe 






SZECHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

Take away is available 

Shat At-AraD Sat/et 
Um Uttiauah Commercial Certia 

TeU 861174 
.Cocc Tasted AlwayilXWd 


Jt LCUtdJ 
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INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE *- 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT ’ 

EASTERN SERVICES ■; 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 6S6 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Qiulity in 
1 Hour Service" 

Develop -your colour film at 
our shop and gei:- 

• JUMBO photo 
30% larger 


* Free mnlargm- 
m m n t 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisam - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swcfich tel: 823891 


The Rist Clast Hotel tar 
Amman that has a .*■ 
Kitchenette ta every rooiaJ 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” , 


IIAIMITEL 

,|j£<|l|l= 


Amman - Tet 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23688 DAROTL J& 

Ideal Residence FOr 
Expatriate* and 'j 
Businessmen 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahhyyat i Girls School 

Tain many bavaOaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


BMtaurcmt 


Best Pizzas & Sandwiches 



Soft 8t Alcoholic Drinks. 

Also 

Take-Away Service 



Daily Lunch 

Se£ TftcattCc 


— NIGHTCY— 
Fine Dining; 
and 

Uve Music 


Parole 


VbcLtm - Ji.r;!an Suptnnifkei BLDG 

!rid — ur Tel: 821677 



r/s/fi 


fouias/ / 
FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

ngsmwifinT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available - 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm - 
7.30-T1.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
"towards 3rd circle 


Tel:6595t9 659520 



dS. exotic @ 

AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 

5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

CALL fflSHAM IOTERNATIONAL 1 TOURS Tei. 698180 / 698181 
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Ruling party joins ANC in 


registering for S. African polls 


JOHANNESBURG, South 
Africa (AP) — The governing 
National Party (NP) increasing 
concerns that white extremists 
would use violence to disrupt 
the all-race vote. 

President F.W. De Klerk's 
party was the fifth to register. 
The African National Con- 
gress. which is expected to 
sweep the April 26-28 vote, 
signed up Thursday, making it 
the first formerly banned 
opposition group to register. 

Smaller parties, including 
the Liberal Democratic Party 
thar was the official opposition 
during much of the National 
Party's four decades in power, 
have also officially committed 
themselves to run. 

Under South African law. 
parties have until Saturday to 
register. But the government 
said Thursday the deadline 
could be pushed back, and 
efforts continued to get con- 
servative blacks and whites to 
participate in the April vote. 

The right-wing Afrikaner 
Volksfront, which seeks an in- 
dependent white homeland, 
said Thursday that it would 
boycott the vote and work to 
prevent it from taking place. 
The Volksfront coalition 
claims to represent the nation's 
3 million Afrikaners — the 
descendants of early Dutch set- 
tlers. 

Ferdi Hartzenberg, whose 
pro-apartheid Conservative 


Party is a member of the Volk- 
sfront, said whites would rely 
on peaceful means to resist 
die vote, but said “a little bit of 
violence might be necessary for 
defensive purposes.” 

Right-wing whites opposed 
to black majority rule have 
threatened civil war. They are 
not considered a major milit- 
ary force, but they could be a 
serious threat to free, fair and 
peaceful elections. 

A recent series of bombings 
in rural communities, including 
some that damaged ANC 
offices and electricity pylons, 
have been blamed on white 
extremists. Violence linked 
mostly to political feuds among 
black groups killed more than 
3.000 South Africans last year. 

Both the government and 
the ANC have said they want 
as many factions as possible to 
participate in the vote. But 
there seemed little hope Friday 
the members of the Afrikaner 
Volksfront would reconsider, 
or that black conservatives 
would be persuaded to partici- 
pate. 

Government negotiator 
Roe If Meyer said Thursday the 
government remained open to 
talks, but accused the Freedom 
Alliance of blocking agree- 
ment with new, last-minute de- 
mands. 

Talks among the govern- 
ment, ANC and the opposition 
Freedom Alliance : deadlocked 


this week over the powers of 
regional governments in a new 
constitution. 

Alliance members, including 
the Afrikaner Volksfront and 
conservative black groups such 
as the Inkatha Freedom Party 
and Bophuthatswana black 
homeland, want autonomous 
regions free of domination by 
the ANC. 

The ANC and the govern- 
ment have rejected setting up 
any territories on the basis of 
race. 


announced Thursday that 
Sabelo Phama, believed to be 
in his mid-40s, died after the 
car he was riding in collided 
with a truck near Mora go ro in 
central Tanzania Wednesday. 


Mr. Phama was commander 
of the Azanian People's Li- 
beration Army, the military 
wing of the PAC, which has 
claimed responsibility for a 
series of attacks on police and 
white civilians dating back 14 
months. 


The Bophuthatswana gov- 
ernment. meanwhile, 
announced its leader Lucas 
Mangope. held talks Monday 
with Mr. Mandela and would 
seek normalise relations with 
the ANC. No details were 
available, but the announce- 
ment indicated Mr. Mangope 
might be seeking a deal to drop 
his opposition to the election. 


The PAC wants blacks to 
rule South Africa and initially 
opposed negotiations with the 
white government on ending 
apartheid. It later joined the 
talks and plans to contest the 
nation's first all-race election 
in April. 


Analysts believe Mr. Man- 
gope has little popular support 
in Bophuthatswana, which re- 
ceives most of its budget from 
South Africa and could be 
frozen off if the ANC takes 
power after the election. 

In a separate development, 
the leader of a black nationalist 
guerrilla group involved in 
attacks on whites has been 
killed in a car accident in Tan- 


zania. 

Officials of the militant Pan 
Africanist Congress 


Mr. Phama was travelling to 
Harare, Zimbabwe, in anti- 
cipation of returning to South 
Africa to take part in the elec- 
tion campaign, according to 
PAC officials. 

Constitutional Development 
Minister Roelf Meyer said the 
government was going to grant 
Mr. Phama a temporary 
amnesty so he could return to 
South Africa and negotiate an 
end to APLA violence. 

The PAC has agreed to 
cease hostilities against the 
government, but some of its 
leading members protested the 
move and said attacks would 


continue. 


S. Korea, U.S. back more dialogue 
over North’s nuclear inspection row 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
and the United States have 
agrees rontinue efforts for a 
peacef.. .^solution of the 
North Korean nuclear issue, 
news reports Friday quoted 
Seoul's Foreign Minister Han 
Sung-Joo as saying in 
Washington. 

“Our' two countries decided 
to exert all available efforts to 
settle the nuclear question 
through dialogue until the 
board of governors’ meeting of 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) opens 
(on Feb. 21) ” Mr. Han said 
Thursday, according to a re- 
port by’South Koreans Yonhap 
News Agency. -' 7 “* 

Mr. Han was in Washington 
to discuss ways to resolve the 
long-running impasse over 
North Korea's nuclear prog- 
ramme. 

He spoke to South Korean 
journalists after talks with U.S. 
Vice President A1 Gore and 
National Security Advisor 
Anthony Lake. Yonhap’s re- 
port said. 


Mr. Han was scheduled to 
meet Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher. Defence 
Secretary William Perry and 
other senior U.S. officials Fri- 
day to discuss the North's 
programme, which the West 
fears is for developing nuclear 
arms. 

Mr. Han said that while 
some in the United States took 
a hardline approach to the 
nuclear question “the U.S. 
administration's official policy 
direction now is to cany on 
with dialogue.” 

. Asked, about the possibility 
."'of the United States; and North 
Korea retiming stalled' high- 
-level rtalksto^ettle^he! nuclear ■ 
issue. Mr. Han said there were 
no immediate plans to do so. 
Yonhap said. 

At a security meeting in 
Seoul Tuesday. President Kim 
Young-Sam said South Korea 
would not abandon efforts to 
resolve the nuclear issue 
peacefully even if Pyongyang 
was referred to the United 
Nations for possible sanctions. 


Seoul officials said Mr. Han, 
who left for Washington 
Wednesday a week ahead of 
schedule/ and the United 
States would decide on its 
course of action to try to per- 
suade North Korea to open its 
nuclear sites to IAEA inspec- 
tion. 

Seoul officials expect the 
IAEA to declare Pyongyang in 
breach of a nuclear safeguards 
pact unless it agrees to open its 
sites to inspections by Feb. 21. 
The IAEA would then refer 
North Korea to the Security 
Council.-. . 

... NorthKqrea issued a stream 
of hostile statements' last week 
and - said there was “no 'im- 
mediate prospect” of letting 
the IAEA conduct uncon- 
ditional inspections of its nuc- 
lear sites. 

It has warned it would re- 
gard international sanctions as 
an act of war and finally re- 
nounce the non-proliferation 
treaty which the IAEA is 
pledged to safeguard through 
regular inspections. 


Cambodian government hurt by war, 


infighting, inexperience and corruption 


PHNOM PENH (AP) — In- 
ternal power struggles, corrup- 
tion and an ongoing war with 
the Khmer Rouge have all but 
paralysed the fledgling govern- 
ment bom from last year's 
U.N.-organised election. 

Politicians speak of internal 
strife in the six-month-old 
coalition government of for- 
mer battlefield enemies, keep- 
ing it from tackling the prob- 
lems facing Cambodia as it 
emerges from two decades of 
conflict. 

Cosmetic changes, such as 
adopting a new flag and 
anthem, have been made. But 
there is little evidence that the 
lives of ordinary people have 
improved. 

“The government is not per- 
fect yet,” said government 
spokesman Veng Sereyvudh. 
“The government is almost 
like a baby that is just trying to 
walk.” 

But for Cambodians like 
Chan Vi Cheth, a 25-year-old 
school administrator in north- 
western Battambang province, 
the baby's steps are much too 
slow. 

“People always ask what the 
government is doing.” he said. 
“I haven’t got the answer.” 

The ruling party. FUNCIN- 
PEC — i the French acronym 
for United Front for an Inde- 
pendent, Neutral, Peaceful 
and Cooperative Cambodia — 
won only a small majority in 
the election. Since then, insid- 
ers say, it has been preoccu- 
pied ’vith gaining real control 
of e country from the 
Cambodian People’s Party, 
which ruled for 14 years. Two 
of the three top jobs fn the new 
administration are held by 
People’s Party members. 

"After we win, we are like 
the losers,” said Assemblyman 
Ahmad Yahya. of FUNCIN- 
PEC. “The CPP, they are the 
ones who are controlling the 
government.” 

The assemblyman said that 
there were still only about 100 
FUNCINPEC officials in the 
civil service and several 


thousand in the police and 
armed forces. FUNCINPEC 
leaders worry about a violent 
backlash if they discharge the 
450,000 civil servants, police 
and soldiers inherited from 
CPP. 

“Don’t forget they have 
guns,” said Veng Sereyvudh, 
the government spokesman. 

FUNCINPECs hope is a 
gradual development of the 
economy will draw many of 
them out of the government 
and into the private sector. 

The fear of confrontation 
also has resulted in a rubber- 
stamp National Assembly. 

Loy Sim Chheang. the 
body’s first vice president, said 
the fragile political climate ne- 
cessitates party control: “Once 
we - find stability, we will pro- 
ceed the other way, with free 
votes.” 

Furthermore, many deci- 
sion-makers are politically in- 
experienced former resistance 
fighters who don’t know how 
to revive the shattered eco- 
nomy and rebuild the country, 
or even draft laws. Most Com- 
munist-style administration. 

They also need money to 
buy everything from tele- 
phones to computers. 

Officials charge that much of 
the government’s money is 
being siphoned off by their 
peers, mostly the overseas 
Cambodians in FUNCINPEC 
who have just moved back. 

"FUNCINPEC is more 
vulnerable to corruption be- 
cause they come with empty- 
hands and they need houses, 
cars,” said a minister, who 
demanded anonymity. 

The price . list quoted by 
FUNCINPEC officials for jobs 
in the administration ranges 
from £200 to $3,000, depend- 
ing upon how good the posi- 
tion will be for exacting bribes, 
officials say. 

Veng Sereyvudh.'-a member 
of FUNCINPEC, dismisses 
concerns over widespread cor- 
ruption. saying it “is bound to 
happen.” 

But corruption is an issue 


the Khmer Rouge could ex- 
ploit to destabilise the govern- 
ment. 

The guerrilla group, which 
killed hundreds of thousands 
of Cambodians during its rule 
in the mid-1970s, has refused 
to negotiate with the govern- 
ment to end the 15-year civil 
war. 

Although the Khmer Rouge 
lost popular support long ago. 
the government is also becom- 
ing less popular because it has 
failed to end the war. 


The fighting regularly claims 
lives in the countryside, and 
scares away tourists and fore- 
ign investors. 

The government has gone on 
the offensive against the 
Khmer Rouge to attempt to 
wipe out the insurgency. But 
diplomats estimate it could 
take more than a dozen years. 


Meanwhile, about 1,000 
Cambodians have fled north 
toward the Thai border from a 
Cambodian government offen- 
sive against the Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas, officials said Friday. 

The people fled from fight- 
ing Thursday and Friday 
around the Khmer Rouge base 
of Anlong Veng. said an inter- 
national relief official, quoting 
Thai military officers. 


They are believed to be 
families of Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas. Thai officials fear the 
people might cross into Thai- 
land if government forces 
pushed further north. 

Government forces used 
artillery as well as rocket fire 
from helicopters to attack the 
base Thursday, and the fire 
could be heard in Thailand, the 
Bangkok Post reported Friday. 

Anlong Veng is about 10 
kilometres south of the Thai 
border. It is opposite Thai- 
land's Sisaket province. 

The Cambodian government 
says it took the Khmer Rouge 
base last weekend, but the 
guerrillas maintain they still 
control it. The government 
says some guerrillas crossed 
into Thailand to escape. 


Gaidar 


urges 

creation of 
reformist 


party 


MOSCOW (AP) — Yegor 
Gaidar, the champion of Rus- 
sia's market reforms, said he 
wants to create a new political 
party to avoid a repeat of the 
defeat of reformers in Decem- 
ber's legislative elections. 

Speaking to about two dozen 
politicians and cultural leaders, 
Mri ■ Gaidar said reformers 
need., § well-oiled campaign, 
machine to succeed in the 19% 
presidential race 

“I am convinced that we 
need stronger forms of integra- 
tion. We need a normal 
mechanism for advertising our 
views," he said. 

Mr. Gaidar was the principal 
architect of the free -market 
changes that began in early 
1992. He ran in the Dec. 12 
elections as head of Russia's 
Choice, a loose alliance that 
supported radical reforms 


His group and other refor- 
mers suffered an unexpected 
defeat at the hands of Com- 
munists and extreme national- 
ists who rode a wave of popu- 
lar discontent with the painful 
reforms. 

Ultranationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky’s Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party was the top vote- 
getter. capturing 23 per cent of 
the ballots. Russia’s Choice 
failed to win a majority in the 
new parliament. 

“Russia's Choice was too 
loose a bloc,” Mr. Gaidar said, 
explaining the defeat. “We did 
not have a polished campaign 
mechanism. We underesti- 
mated Zhirinovsky, counting 
that be would get only 6 per 
cent.” 



Two French peacekeepers in Sarajevo, protect a passage against Serb snipers (AFP photo) 


France sends carrier, ministers to Bosnia 


PARIS (R) — France, one of 
the driving forces behind 
NATO's ultimatum to Bosnian 
Serbs to pull back from 
Sarajevo, sent an aircraft car- 
rier to former Yugoslavia Fri- 
day while two of its top minis- 
ters left for the Bosnian 
capital. 

A navy spokesman said the 
32,000-tonne carrier Foch. car- 
rying some 20 Super-Etendard 
fighter-bombers which could 
be used to strike Serb artillery 
around Sarajevo, was to sail at 
1300 GMT from the 
Mediterranean port of Toulon. 

The 2,600-man naval group, 
including the missile-tiring fri- 
gate Suffren and the supply 
ship La Meuse, could reach the 
coast of ex-Yugoslavia within 
48 hours, the spokesman said. 

Underscoring Paris' deter- 
mination to force a withdrawal 
of heavy weapons from around 
Sarajevo, Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe and Defence 
Minister Francois Leotard 
were expected in the Bosnian 
capital, scene of an outbreak of 
fighting overnight despite a 
ceasefire agreement. 

In a radio interview from the 
Croatian capital Zagreb, first 
leg of a visit to ex-Yugoslavia 
to press for peace and under- 
line Western resolve, Mr. Jup- 


pe dismissed defiant state- 
ments by Bosnian Serb leaders 
as "oratory gesticulations." 

He said the fresh outbreak 
of shelling underlined the need 
for NATO's ultimatum to Bos- 
nian Serbs to puli back their 
heavy artillery at least 20 kins 
(12 miles) from Sarajevo with- 
in 10 days or face air strikes. 

The countdown began at 
2400 GMT Thursday. 

“That shooting demons- 
trates why the ultimatum re- 
mains more necessary than 
ever," Mr. Jupee told Europe- 
1 Radio. 

"Once again, one realises 
ceasefires are just scraps of 
paper and no tangible results 
will be obtained unless heavy 
weapons are withdrawn or 
placed under the responsibility 
of the United Nations," Juppe 
said. 

Some of the 2.000 French 
peacekeepers in Sarajevo took 
position Thursday between 
Bosnian Serb and Muslim-led 
Bosnian government forces to 
enforce the ceasefire and pre- 
pare for a Serb pullout. France 
has some 6,000 soldiers in for- 
mer ; Yugoslavia, including 
4,000 in Bosnia. 

Mr. Juppe, to be joined by 
Mr. Leotard later in Sarajevo, 
said he would insist on the 


need for a negotiated peace 
settlement. He told reporters 
on arriving m Zagreb Thursday 
he would tell warring parties 
the threat of air strikes did not 
mean a proposed peace plan 
was dead. 

Mr. Juppe said that despite 
some statements rejecting the 
ultimatum, the Bosnian Serbs 
realised the threat was in ear- 
nest. 


“On one hand you have ora- 
tory gesticulations but on the 
other, I believe the Bosnian 
Serbs are now conscious of the 
dangers facing them. The fact 
they- are continuing peace talks 
in Geneva is the best demon- 
stration," he said. 

He said Russia’s first reac- 
tion was not encouraging. 


. “But I do not believe the 
’Russians have the means to 


paralyse the U.N. and we will 
try to convince them that they 
too must join efforts to bring 
-about pease,” he added. 


Russia set the stage for a 
confrontation with the West by 
calling for a meeting of the 
U.N. Security Counal to dis- 
cuss how to remove heavy 
weapons from around 
Sarajevo. Washington has said 
there was no need for a new 
U.N. meeting. 


Former head of IRA splinter group slain 


DUBLIN/ ' Ireland: .'(AP) W 
Gunmen ' shot" and killed the 
former bead of aalrish Repub- 
lican ’Army r ftRA)*' ’splinter 
group, a man who once 
claimed be had killed 30 
people. 

Police suspected internal 
feuding was behind the slaying 
of Dominic McGlinchey, the 
former bead of the Irish 
National Liberation Army 
(INLA). No one immediately 
claimed responsibility. 

Mr. McGlinchey was killed 
late Thursday in Drogheda, on 
Ireland's east coast, halfway 
between Dublin and the bor- 


der with. ‘Northern 'Ireland, 

‘ 'police said Friday: TKe-killers v 


Mrij MpGfcachey ,wa? gapped 
;, ‘-dawn in a’ residential area 


...escaped*) ».• -m-m i».-< 

The 40-year-old died as he 
predicted he would — by assas- 
sins’ bullets. He survived an 
assassination attempt on June 
12, but was shot m both hands 
as he tried to protect himself 
and a bullet struck his skull. 

Police Superintendent Pat- 
rick O’Boyle said an initial 
autopsy found two gunmen 
pumped at least 10 bullets into 
Mr. McClinchey after dragging 
him from a telephone booth. 
They were driven away by a 
third man. 


shortly ^after; he and pne of his 
sons visited' a fish "and chip 
shop. 

Mr. McGlinchey joined the 
IRA's fight against British rule 
in Northern Ireland in 1971 
and took part in attacks on 
security forces. He later fell 
out with the IRA and became 
leader of the INLA, which was 
formed in 1972. 

Un his release from prison 
last year after serving seven 


years for firearms offenses, 
lincnei 


Mr. McGIincney said he had 
given up INLA activity. 


Groups take Chiapas grievances to OAS 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Mexico's government and 
military are continuing to cre- 
ate a dimate of intimidation 
and to violate the constitution 
and laws in dealing with the 
rebellion in Chiapas state, hu- 
man rights groups charged 
Thursday at an Organisation of 
American States (OAS) panel. 

Human rights abuses by the 
army persist, despite a cease- 
fire declared by President Car- 
los Salinas De Gortari’s central 
government two weeks after 
the outbreak of the new year's 
rebellion in the south border 
state, according to a document 


of grievances submitted to the 
Inter-American Human Rights 
Commission. 

“In our view, this conflict is 
not yet oveT, it is not a true 
ceasefire," Mariedaive Acos- 
ta, president of the non-gov- 
ernment Mexican Commission 
for the Promotion and Defence 
of Human Rights, told repor- 
ters. 

"We're afraid of a massive 
onslaught against the popula- 
tion in violation of human 
rights," if efforts to resolve the 
conflict fail, she said. 

Petitions covering about 200 
alleged human rights violations 


are being readied for the com- 
mission said Ms. Acosta, who 
represented her own and hu- 
man rights centres named for 
the late Miguel Agustin Pro 
and the late Fray Frandsico De 
Vitoria. 

The petitions cover violent 
raids of private homes, arbit- 
rary detentions, torture, humi- 
liation. extra-judiciary execu- 
tions and forced disappear- 
ances, she said, most of them 
“perpetrated by members of 
the Mexican army in coordina- 
tion with the national attorney 
general’s office and other civil 
authorities." 


Red Cross avoids Kashmir rights row — official 


NEW DELHI (R) — A Red 
Cross team allowed into Indi- 
a’s strife-torn Kashmir will 
confine itself to aid and not 
touch on alleged human-rights 
abuses, an official of the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) said Friday. 

“We do not want to be in- 
volved with any politics. ” said 
Mianrad Studer, ICRCTs De- 
lhi-based official. 

“Our mandate is clearly to 
provide humanitarian relief. 
We do not have the same 
approach as human-rights 
groups.” 

India Thursday asked the 
visiting ICRC director general 
for the Far East. Jean Michel 
Monori. to send a team to the 
Himalayan state — a rare 
move for a government which 
has refused nearly all visits to 
the region by international 
organisations. * 

Approval for the ICRC tour 
follows India's decision to 
allow four European ambassa- 
dors to visit Kashmir early this 
week and meet militant orga- 
nisations. 

No human-rights groups 
have been allowed in. Security 
forces battling a four-year-old 
separatist uprising in Kashmir, 
the only Muslim majority state 
in mainly Hindu India, have 


often been accused of wide- 
spread human-rights viola- 
tions. including rape and tor- 
ture. 

India dismisses the allega- 
tions, voiced most loudly by 
neighbouring arch-enemy 
Pakistan. But New Delhi re- 
cently set up a national human 
rights commission to monitor 
what it says are stray cases of 
abuse. 

The Press trust of India 
quoted Mr. Monod Thursday 
as saying the ICRC's new role 
in Kashmir would involve 
briefing security forces on in- 
ternational human-rights laws. 

"That is not correct.” Mr. 
Studer said. “We have discus- 
sed the issue of humanitarian 
relief with the local police, 
which is not the same thing as 
human rights.” 

Diplomats said India's move 
to allow the ICRC into Kash- 
mir had raised expectations of 
further openness in the region, 
where hospital and police 
sources say more than 15.000 
people have been killed in the 
last four years. 

“It means our efforts are 
beginning to take effect.” said 
Pakistani diplomat Zamir 
Akram. 

“This shows that our option 
of putting the issue on a world 


forum will prove useful in pro- 
tecting human rights in Kash- 
mir." Mr. Akram said, refer- 
ring to Islamabad's efforts to 
persuade the United Nations 
to send a fact-finding team to 
Kashmir. 


India and Pakistan, believed 
by Western intelligence agen- 
cies to be nuclear powers, have 
fought two of their three wars 
over Kashmir. Two-thirds of 
the mountainous region is 
ruled by New Delhi, the rest by 
Islamabad. 


The strike, the latest of 
many during a four-year rebel- 
lion against Indian rule, 
brought life to a virtual stand- 
still. 

Fridays are usually quiet, 
but the only traffic moving on 
the streets of most towns be- 
longed to Indian security 
forces as few people left their 
homes, residents said. 


Foreign Ministry officials 
Friday hinted at further relaxa- 
tion on Kashmir visits and said 
the government had invited 
Amnesty International to visit 
northern Punjab state, where 
security forces have also been 
aaused of rape and torturing 
Sikh militants. 


Strikes are often marked by 
militant attacks on the security 
forces, but there were no im- 
mediate reports of major vio- 
lence. 

Mr. Bhat. the founder of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Libera- 
tion Front (JKLF). was hanged 
1° years ago in Delhi’s Tihar 
Jail after being convicted of 
killing an intelligence official. 


“There is already consider- 
able transparency on the rights 
question." a senior Indian di- 
plomat said. “We have wel- 
comed Amnesty International 
to Punjab. Perhaps Kashmir 
'wll be next.” 

Meanwhile, the overwhel- 
mingly Muslim Kashmir Valley 
went on strike Friday to mark 
[he loth anniversary of the 
hanging of separatist leader 
Maqbool Bhat. 


He has become a major icon 
for the many militant groups 
fighting India, whether, like 
the JKLF they favour a 
reunited and independent 
Kashmir or seek union with 
Pakistan. 

Police and hospitals have re- 
ported more than 15,000 
deaths in the rebellion, which 
has brought long antagonistic 
relations between India and 
Pakistan, which rules one-third 
of the Himalayan region, to a 
new low. 




ControversiaS ^ 
Pavarotti concert - v 
Is a sellout 

MANILA (R) — A controverts 
sial concert by Italian teaar^ 
Luciano Pavarotti in Manil£&g& 
a sellout despite protests ovh£$ 
expensive ticket prices, Ofjfiigpg 
niseis said Friday. Hie conettfc^ 
scheduled for March.- ... 
sparked a controversy after ®///, 
organisers said tickets would 
go for as high as 25,000 pesos ' .^ 
($910) apiece for corporate'*- : 

sponsors. The minimum dsufy^A? 
wage in the Philippines is 
over $6. Senators criticised the ’ od 
show as ostentatious and ont '^ 
urged President Fidel Ramos- 
to arrest any government offi- 
cial who paid that much to 
attend the concert The furore, 
which organisers said made 
Pavarotti’s camp a little, 
apprehensive, died down after 
it was explained' the high* 
priced tickets would be sold to 
corporate sponsors. "I appeal; 
to everyone not to make air 
issue out of this," said Manila- 
socialite Rose Marie Arenas, 
who is chairing the organising 
committee. Producers declined 
to say how much they would 
pay Pavarotti for the concert,, 
but said it would be less than 
the $1 milli on he got for a show 
in Singapore last year. 
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Grand jury calls 
witnesses In 
Jackson case 


SANTA BARBARA, Calif. 
(AP) — Michael Jackson's 
iron-fisted vice president for 
MJJ Productions fa osd «. grand 
jury's questions .in a child 
molestation investigation that 
focuses on the entertainer. 
Norma Staikos didn't speak to 
reporters prior to appearing 
before the 19-member grand 
jury pane!. Los Angeles Depu- 
ty the courthouse earlier and 
met with Santa Barbara Dis- 
trict Attorney Thomas Sned- 
don Jr. When asked for details 
on the grand jury hearing, Mr. 
Hodgman said, "no com- 
ment." Ms. Staikos ran the 
singer’s personal schedule and 
was reported to be a hard- 
nosed executive for Jackson’s 
entertainment company, based 
in Westwood, she reportedly 
got along with few in the Jack- 
son camp. The grand jury was 
expected to meet through 
Thursday and reconvene “in 
two weeks, anonymous sources 
told ‘ the Associated Press. 
Actor Marion Brando's adult 
son, Mflco, was the first witness 
called to testify before the 
grand jury. Brando, who has 
worked for Jackson as a body- 
guard and valet, met with tbs 
panel behind closed doors 
Wednesday for 3V5 hours. He 
ignored questions from a large 
crowd of reporters as he en- 
tered and left the chambers. 
An unidentified man later me. 
with the grand jury for about 
15 minutes before he and 
jurors went home for the day. 
The hearing follows months of 
investigation into Jackson by 
Santa Barbara and Los 
Angeles County authorities. 
Jackson's accuser, now 14, set- 
tled a civil suit against the 
entertainer last month for an 
undetermined sum, but 
sources have said $15 million 
was paid. Jackson denies the 
allegations and said the settle- 
ment was not an admission of 
guilt, but the criminal inves- 
tigation lives on. The settle- 
ment was thought to severely 
diminish the state’s case in the 
child molestation probe be- 
cause, in California, a victim of 
sexual abuse can’t be forced to 
testify against his cr her wi2i. 
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Indian poultry 
fails Kentucky 
fried chicken test 


53 
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NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
poultry just isn't right for Ken- 
tucky Fried Chicken. The 
U.S.-based fast food chain has 


Q 9 


AQ 


been forced to delay its entry 
into India because it cannot 


find the right sort of chickens, 
the Pioneer Daily said. The 
company, part of the Pepsicc. 
food giant, normally use 
maize-fed chickens and its foot? 
technologists were not satisfies, 
with smaller Indian varieties ~ p 
the paper said. It was now 
weighing two options — using 
local chickens but dropping iht 
trademark Kentucky Fried 
label, or trying to persuade 
Indian farmers to raise plum- 
per, maize-fed birds. Kentucky 
Fried Chicken won govern 
ment permission last year to 
set up in India under sweeping 
reforms to liberalise the couth 
try’s economy and encourage 
foreign investment.. The£ 
Pioneer said it had planned to 
open its first cutlet in the capita 
al Delhi in August tins yeafv 
but would now have to post- 
pone the launch. Company sci*- 
entists were also ex- 
perimenting with -Vegetarian 
fast food to meet demand in a: 
country where religion .bars.- 
many people from eating meat, 
the paper added. 
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Agenor stuns Stich 
in Milan tournament 


MILAN, Italy (AP) — Un- 
settled-' Ronald Agenor of 
Huti stunned number one seed 
Miduwl Stich Thursday in the 
first major upset of the 
$00,000 Muratti Tune indoor 
leiuris tournament. 

The 29-year-old Agenor de- 
feated the German, the num- 
ber three ranked player >□ the 
florid, 6-2, 6-7. (3-7), 6-3. 

Stich saved three match balls 
with his big serve in the second 
itt tie breaker, the only time 
{j£ seemed to come alive in the 
match. 

Agenor, ranked number 55. 
came fight back in the third sec 
and quickly won the match. 

T didn't feel well, I don’t 
know what it is but I’m not 
«n. M Stich said. ‘I didn't have 
any confidence with my shots.” 

Karel Novacek of the Czech 
republic, seeded eighth, fought 
bud to beat crowd favourite 


Henri Leconte of France in 
three sets. 5-7. 6-3. 7-6 (7-2). 

Defending champion and 
three-time tournament winner 
Boris Becker advanced to the 
quarterfinals by defeating 
Amos Mansdorf of Israel 6-3 
(3-6), 6-3. 

Becker, seeded fifth, meets 
France’s Cedric Pioline Friday. 

Other second-round action 
saw second-seeded Sergi Bru- 
gnera of Spain, the French 
Open champion, make short 
work of Jan Siemcrink of the 
Netherlands 64. 64, and Au- 
stralia’s Willy Masur down 
Nicldas Kuiti of Sweden. 6-3, 
6 - 2 . 

In a late Thursday match, 
Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia 
defeated Australia’s Jason 
Stoltenberg 6-3, 6-2. 

The Milan tournament, 
which is pan of the ATP tour, 
awards a top prize of $112,500. 


Mays hit break with 
1st consecutive wins 


DALLAS (R) — 7Tie woeful 
Dallas Mavericks hit the 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion (NBA) All-Star break 
with their first winning streak 
of the season — two in a row. 

Dong Smith had eight of his 
14 points during a key third- 
quarter run and Jamal Mash- 
bum scored 16 points as the 
lowly Mavs beat the Washing- 
ton Bullets 87-77 late Thursday 
for their first back-to-back 
wins since last April. 

The Mavericks, wbo came 
off a 108-105 overtime victory 
over die Minnesota Timber- 
wolves. raised their miserable 
record to 642 with only their 
second win of the season over a 
team other than the Wolves. 

The Mavericks held a 46-35 
lead at .the half and blew the 
game open with a 10-5 run at 
the start of the third quater. 

Fat Lever had a season-high 
DUMe steals for Dallas, which 
set a team record with 19 
steals. 

In Atlanta, Dominique Wil- 
kins moved into 10th place on 
the aU-time NBA scoring list as 
he scored 33 points to lead the 
Hawks to a 114-98 victory over 
the Miami Heat. 

Wilkins passed Hall of Fam- 
er and former Los Angeles 
Lakers great Elgin Baylor to 
reach, the NBA’s top 10 list. 
; Wilkins needed 11 points to 
• pass Baylor and scored 16 in 
the fira quarter. 

In. New York, Latrel 
Sprewell scored a career-high 
61 points to lead the Golden 
State Waniois to a 113-105 
victory over the Knicks. 

The Warriors dosed the 
thud period on a 124 run and 
Sprewell scored eight straight 
points early in the fourth quar- 
ter to give Golden State a 
90-82 lead. 

A 10-0 Golden State run 
gave the Warriors a comman- 
ding 100-86 lead with 5:12 left 
in the fourth quarter. 

In San Antonio, David 
Robinson scored nine of his 29 
points over the final 1:40 to lift 


the Spurs to a 94-87 victory 
over the Denver Nuggets. 

The red hot Spurs hit the 
All-Star break on a season- 
high nine-game winning 
streak. 

Robinson nailed five free 
throws and two field goals after 
Denver cut a 13-point deficit to 
six at 85-79. 

In Detroit, Hakeem Ola- 
juwon had 28 points and a 
season-high 20 rebounds to 
power the Houston Rockets to 
their first win ever at the 
Palace of Auburn Hills, a 104- 
81 rout of the Pistons. 

Scott Brooks shot 6-for-7 
from the field to add 15 points 
for the Rockets, who have won 
three out of their last four 
games. Olajuwon had 19 of his 
28 in the first half to stake the 
Rockets to a 6344 halftime 
lead. 

In Milwaukee, Scottie Pip- 
pen had 23 points and Steve 
Kerr added 15 to pace the 
Chicago Bulls to a 97-80 
triumph over the Bucks. 

The Bulls finished a six- 
game road trip at 5-1 as Chica- 
go's bench outscored Mil-, 
waukee’s reserves 41-9. 

Todd Day had 26 points and 
Frank Brickowski chipped in 
with n points and 10 rebounds 
to lead the Bodes, -who have 
lost seven of their last nine 
games. 

In Los Angeles, Lionel Sim- 
mons had 20 of his 33 points in 
the first half to help the Sac- 
ramento Kings snap a nine- 
game road losing streak with a 
103-84 win over the Lakers. 

The Kings are 3-0 against the 
Lakers this season and will win 
the season series for the first 
time since 1975. 

Sacramento posted back-to- 
back wins for the first time in 
nearly a month and won for 
only the third time in its last. 13 
games. 

Nick van Exel had 17 points 
and Elden Campbell chipped 
in with 15 for the Lakers, wbo 
had their season-high four- 
game winning streak snapped. 
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TOO MANY FINESSES 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
* J87 64 
10 8 

0 i 10 6 2 

_ * J 0 

WEST EAST 

*6 3 »K92 

VJ6B4 9K9 

0Q874 085 

* A Q 10 *87643 2 

SOUTH 
* A Q 10 
9 A Q 7 3 2 
OAKS 
*K 6 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

2 NT Pass 3 9 Pass 

4 * Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lend' Five of ♦ 

Some offer sure-trick Hue* 
for your contract. More often than 
Hot, thmg h , you will have to saft 
through several options. As declar- 
er, your task is to select the best of 
the lot hope that hick s roi l wi on 
hxir dboice. 

North-South reached four spades 
*0 * result of a transfer sequence. 
With a 5-4-2 -2 shape and little 

wnmjth, North preferred to play in 


spades rather than, no trump. With 
on excellent two no tr ump opening 
bid and fine spade support. South 
ventured to game. Even though 
North had little of value, the con- 
tract had play. 

West led a trump and declarer 
judged well to play the jack ton 
dummy. East made the correct tech- 
nical play of withholding (he kmg 
and declarer had several ways to 
proceed- Since it was unlikely on 
this auction that West was leadi ng 
away from the king of tramps. 
South opted to repeat the spa de S- 
nease, then cashed the ace to drop 
the king end aD ha nds ex- 

cept dummy of trumps. 

Next, declarer played off the ace 
and king of diamonds, attempting to 
fell the queen. When that did not 
work, declarer continued with a dia- 
mond and got a break— -West was 
the defender who bald the queen of 
>liiinuiiiriiL In with that cam. West 
had a choice of losing options. A 
diamond would give dummy an en- 
try for a heart finesse; a heart would 
be into declarer’s tenace; and a dub 
would be up to the king. No matter 
how West defended, declarer was 
assured of a 10 th trick. 



U.S. skater Nancy Kerrigan walks in the Olympic centre for her 
registration upon arriving in Hamar Thursday (AFP) 

Harding saga distracting team 


ULLEHAMMER (R) — 
The Tonya Harding saga is 
distracting her American 
teammates as they train for 
the Lillehammer Games, 
V.S. Olympic chiefs admit- 
ted Friday. 

But as officials held a 
news conference in Lille- 
hammer, Harding’s big rival 
Nancy Kerrigan, looking 
radiant despite intense 
media attention, found one 
place to escape' the pressure 
— practising on the ice at 
the Olympic rink in Hamar, 
60 kilometres south. 

Coach Evy Scotvold ex- 
plained: “She has more 
space out on the ice than 
anywhere else. She might 


not want to come off.” 

But he added: “You live 
with what happens. But it is 
not the best of all worlds.” 

U.S. Olympic Committee 
(USOC) Executive Direc- 
tor Harvey Schiller told re- 
porters in Lillehammer the 
hopes of other athletes on 
the 155-strong American 
team were being oversha- 
dowed by the Harding case. 

“U is becoming a distrac- 
tion.” Schiller said. “It's 
fair to say that the focus has 
changed from where it 
should be — that the 100- 
plus athletes that are here 
to compete can be the best 
they can be.” 


Environmentally correct Olympics 
to open in controversy Saturday 


LILLEHAMMER, Norway 
(AP) — Preaching peace and 
"respect for life on earth,” the 
environmentally correct Lille- 
hammer Games open Saturday 
overshadowed by distant war 
in Bosnia and a figure skating 
scandal worthy of an Ibsen 
drama. 

Coming just two years after 
Albertville, the Lillehammer 
Olympics will allow such veter- 
an stars as slalom ace Alberto 
Tomba of Italy, figure skater 
Viktor Petrenko of the 
Ukraine, cross-country skier 
Vegard Ulvang of Norway and 
speed skater Bonnie Blair of 
the United States a chance to 
reprise their 1992 golden per- 
formances. 

And two figure-skating gold 
medallists from the 1988 Cal- 
gary Games — Katarina Wit of 
Germany and Brian Boitano of 
the United States — are 
attempting comebacks along 
with Britain's Jayne TorviUe 
and Christopher Dean, the 
electrifying dance champions 
of the 1984 games. 

They will be among nearly 
2,000 athletes from a record 69 
countries competing in the 
17th winter games. They have 
assembled on the fringes of this 
folksy town of 23.000 for 16 
dys of skiing, skating and sled- 
ding. 

Their quest is for 61 gold 
medals. Super stars will reap 
millions in commercial en- 
dorsements. 

The frist three gold medals 
are to be awarded Sunday, 
starting with women's cross- 
country skiing. Russia’s 
Lyubov Egorova is favoured to 


defend her 15-kilomeire frees- 
tyle title. Sunday's other medal 
events are the men's downhill 
and 5,000-mecre speedskate. 

The 1994 medal race is shap- 
ing up as a contest between 
Germany, host Norway, Rus- 
sia and Austria. Germany with 
26, the defunct unified team 
with 23 and Norway with 20 
were the top three medal win- 
ners at Albertville. 

The Norwegian organisers 
have spent 7.3 billion kroner 
(SI billion) on environmentally 
friendly arenas, race courses 
and other Olympic facilities. 
These include an ice hockey 
rink blasted out of a stone 
mountain, parallel ski jumps 
that follow the contours of the 
landscape and a bob-luge ice 
chute that twists through a 
carefully protected forest. Par- 
tially offsetting the costs are 
$355 million in revenue, in- 
cluding $295 million from the 
American television network 
CBS. 

Norway's King Harald will 
officially open the games be- 
fore 34,000 spectators in the 
Lysgaardsbakkene ski jumping 
arena and a worldwide televi- 
sion audience estimated at 1 
billion. U.S. first lady Hillary 
Clinton and royalty from 
Sweden, Denmark and Spain 
are expected to be in the 
stands. Britain's Princess Anne 
is to attend as her country's 
IOC representative. Monaco's 
Prince Albert is returning as a 
bobsled competitor. 

Mindful of Norway’s sensi- 
tive role in fostering an accord 
between Israel and the Pales- 


tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO), an Olympic force of 
2,770 police officers and 3,500 
soldiers are guarding against 
retaliation by Middle Eastern 
hard liners. Possible anti-whal- 
ing protesters are also a con- 
cern. Norway has defied an 
international ban on whaling. 

One worry the organisers do 
not have is a lack of snow. 
More than 4 feet (1.3 metres) 
blanket the countryside around 
Lillehammer. 

Trying — symbolically, at 
least — to focus world atten- 
tion on glory Rather than 
greed, the organisers have 
built the opening ceremony 
around a Norse allegory of 
goodness overcoming evil. 
Gentle sprites known as the 
“Vetter." hesitantly emerge 
from the underworld to remind 
frail humanity of its “responsi- 
bility for protecting the en- 
vironment” and life on earth. 

On the eve of the ceremony, 
human fraility continued to 
hog centre stage in Lille- 
hammer. 

The U.S. Olympic Commit- 
tee was wrapped in a legal 
battle with Tonya Harding. 
The figure skater filed a $25 
million lawsuit in the United 
States to block the USOC from 
holding a hearing in Norway 
next Tuesday that could banish 
Harding from the games. 

Harding’s ex-husband, Jeff 
Gillooly. has confessed to a 
role in the Jan. 6 clubbing 
attack on skater Nancy Kerri- 
gan, a top contender for Olym- 
pic gold. Harding has denied 
Gillooly's allegation that she 


bad given prior approv, 1 to the 
attack, but admitted finding 
out about the pior ■ terward 
and initially kee r ‘ : Jem. 

Norwegians, > . J to the 

dark dramas o. 'rik Ibsen, 
can relate to a r jf a strong- 
willed woman - xcd with a 
tragedy of her %.w.* making. 

From wartr Bosnia, 
meanwhile, c word that 
the Bosnian h were ready 
to to pull back siege guns 
from the hills overlooking 
Sarajevo, the de« stated site of 
the 1984 winter games. But 
Serb compliance with a U.N.- 
brokered agreement would 
have more to do with a NATO 
ultimatum and bombing 
threat, than with a call for 
an “Olympic truce” by Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, president 
of the International Olympic 
Committee. 

Nine Bosnian athletes man- 
aged to escape from besieged 
Sarajevo to make it to Lille- 
hammer for the games. 

Athletes of the former 
Soviet Union, who competed 
as the unified team in the 
French Alps two years ago, are 
marching under 12 separate 
national banners at Lilleham- 
mer. And the Czech republic 
and Slovakia are competing as 
separate countries for the first 
time. 

On Saturday, Olympic athle- 
tic competition begins four 
hours before Norway's Crown 
Prince Haakon ignites the 
Olympic flame. Czechoslova- 
kia. bronze medallist in 
Albertville, faces off against 
Finland in Lilleha miner's 
Haakon ice hockey hall. 


Norwegian police face toughest challenge unarmed 


LILLEHAMMER (R) — 
Norwegian police have set up a 
bodyguard unit and an anti- 
terrorist force for the Winter 
Olympics, but they will not be 
wearing firearms for their big- 
gest security challenge. 

"Norwegian police are tradi- 
tionally unarmed and I hope 
this will continue during and 
after the games," Police Com- 
missioner Arne Huuse, in 
charge of security for the 16- 
day Olympics that start Satur- 
day, told a news conference. 

Security at Lillehammer, a 
■town of about 20,000 people 
160 kilometres north of Oslo, 
will be far less apparent to 
visitors than at the 1992 Barce- 
lona summer Olympics where 
security forces carried sub- 
machineguns and had tanks in 
reserve. 

The 2,770-strong force — a 
third of all Norwegian police 
— has trained for five years to 
cope with possible terrorist 
attacks, assassination attempts 
and assaults on athletes. 

The unit has 400 patrol cars, 
five helicopters, a fleet of 
snowmobiles and nearly 50 
bomb-sniffing or rescue dogs. 

High-tech communications 
equipment and a computer 
network have been acquired 
especially for the security 
effort, which carries an overall 
price of 330 million crowns 
($47 million). "There are oper- 
ational plans to quickly arm 
the police force if necessary. 
I’m convinced we can handle a 
critical situation just as well as 


if we routinely carried arms," 
Husse said. 

His operation involves inter- 
national intelligence coopera- 
tion, lighter border controls, 
security clearance for the 
40,000 people involved in the 
games and setting up 20 
kilometres of fences and 300 
surveillance cameras. 

An anti-terrorist force has 
been established and a special 
unit has been trained to protect 
VIP visitors such as Norwegian 
King Harald V, U.S. first lady 
Hillaiy . Clinton, and Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee 
(IOC) President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch. 

Gerhard Heiberg, president 
of the Lillehammer organising 
committee, has said security 
was stepped up after Norway 
helped to broker the first peace 
accord between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), signed last 
September. 

Lille hammer’s worst night- 
mare is a possible attack by 
opponents of the accord in 
what Heiberg has called 
“another Munich 72,” in re- 
ference to the Arab guerrillas 
who killed 11 Israeli athletes at 
the Munich Olympics. 

Precautions extend to the 
sky with an air-traffic control 
zone imposed over Lilleham- 
mer to prevent private planes 
or parachutists stealing the 
Olympic limelight with spec- 
tacular protests or demonstra- 
tions. 



A Norwegian police officer gets a kiss from security dog 
“Mayor” outside the main press centre of the Winter Olympics 
(AFP) 

Husse said security for the American figure skater Nancy 
athletes bad been reviewed af- Kerrigan. The conclusion was 
ter the attack last month on that security was tight enough. 


- GROUND FLOOR FURNISHED - 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ground floor in a two-floor building. Consists of two 
bedrooms (one of them master), • sitting room, two 
salons, with glassed-in veranda; new utilities, with 
central heating and well-arranged garden, and inde- 
pendent entrance and telephone. Fully furnished with 
all appliances. Location: In an overlooking area in 
Dahiyat Al Rabia. 

Please call 818182, Amman 


THANKS 

From: Ibrahim Al Rabadhi 

Presideni of the French Universities and Colleges Alumni Club 
After t was elected president of 
the club Friday Feb. 11. I would 
like to express my thanks and 
deepest feelings of gratitude to 
my colleagues in the administra- 
tive and general committees over 
the confidence they showed in 
me. I pledge to them that 1 will 
always be up to their expecta- 
tions. 

May God Almighty grant us luck 
in serving beloved Jordan under 
His Majesty King Hussein. 



SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of salon, dining, sitting room, 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, 2 veranda with central heating and tele- 
phone. Location: JabaJ Amman-5th Circle 

Please call tel.: 819432 



GOETHE-INSTITUT AMMAN 


Die Ausstelluiig “Sein Oder Nichtsein — Die 
industrielle Zerstbtung der Natur,” geplant fur den 
13.2.94 im Royal Cultural Centre, wird bis auf 
weiteres verschoben. 


skaAtui BOUTIQUE 

: 20 - 40 % 


if JDH 

SAl 

[kaoBordl 



Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle - Insurance Bldg. Tel :645452j 


Plague may mark Lillehammer 
killing by Israeli hit-squad 


LILLEHAMMER (R) — Lil- 
le hammer's mayor suggested 
Friday that a plague should 
mark the town's first contact 
with the Olympics — on the 
spot where an Israeli hit-squad 
shot dead an innocent Arab 
waiter two decades ago. 

“For the future I think its 
important to show where the 
shooting took place," Audun 
Tron told Reuters on the eve 
of the opening of the Lilleham- 
mer Games. “It's an important 
part of LiUebammer’s history/’ 

In 1973, Israeli agents shot 
dead a Moroccan waiter in 
LiUebammer, mistaking him 
for a leader of the Arab guer- 
rilla group that killed 11 Israeli 
athletes at the summer Olym- 
pics in Munich the year before. 

Five people were jailed in 
connection with the murder of 
Ahmed Bouchiki outside a 
block of flats on the eastern 
side of the sleepy lakeside 
town, but the Israeli ringlead- 
ers went free. 

Stray bullets left marks on 
the walls, becoming a grisly 
tourist attraction in Lille- 
hammer. 

“I think a small plague 
should be put up, it would 


explain that the killing took 
place here and tell the story of 
what happened.” Tron said. 
The block has since been reno- 
vated, covering . the bullet 
marks, he said. 

f-a s t year, the fromer chief 
of Israeli military intelligence 
acknowledged that Mossed 
was behind the killing, carried 
out as part of a systematic 
campaign of assassinations of 
Palestinian guerrilla leaders in 
the 1970s. , . 

Aharon Yariv, a retired 
general, said former Israeli 
Prime Minister Golda Meir 
was fully Informed of the deci- 
sions and dial Israel took extra 
care after the lillehammer kill- 
ing to ensure correct identifica- 
tion of targets. 

Bouchiki was gunned down 
when he got off the bus with 
his wife, Toril Larsen, after the 
couple returned from a trip to 
the cinema. 

Last year Norway hosted 14 
rounds of secret peace talks 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) to broker the historic 
accord on limited Palestinian 
autonomy in the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of 
Jericho. 


Engineers 

The Design & Production Department has vacancies for 

newly graduated Mechanical. Electrical and CM (Site) 

Engineers. 

Constructio n Documents Controllej 

Architects / Engineers with minimum 5 years experience 

In coordination & control of construction documents. 

Quantity Surveyor 

2 - 3 years minimum experience In the field. 

ADMINISIBATIQN. ASSISTANTS 

2-3 years experience in the toBowtng: 

- EnlgHsh & Arabic typing. 

- General office skins. 

- Computer Bteracy (Apple Macintosh or IBM). 

Please send your appBcation enclosed your C.V. to: 

— ~ MedDesign 

— " P.O. Box 92 59 71 -11110 Amman 

MedDesign is an International consulting 
office situated in Amman with branches in 
Egypt, Denmark, and U&A Our services 
comprise total project packages covering 
DESIGN, MARKETING AND MANAGEMENT. 
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Cinema 


TeL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Moira Kelly — in 

The Cutting Edge 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. S:30. 10:30 
Special shew for children on Thursdays. 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays at 11 
a.m. 

Bugs Bunny Film 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


Mahmoud Hamideh/Laila Alawi 
in 

OBEDIENCE WARNING 

Arabic 

Shows: I2-J0, 3:15, 5:00. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


Omsi» 


Td.: 677420 


CONCORD 




CONCORD *“]» 

DOC HOLLYWOOD 

Show: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 
FALLING JDOWN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5:15 

Arabic Play “Hi America" at 8:30 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl Al Mtesiihri Th— tre 


presents a play entitled: 

ALIImNuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer la&a, Daoud Jalajel, Has- 
san Al Sheer. Fuad Shomah 
in addition to other comedians 

Every fright at fell 
Ticket* ara aoW att day 


Nabil & Hisharri’s Tel: 6251551 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Nabi! and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Ahtan Arab Summit Confer- 

(play) 


daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Mondays, and To-days' 
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NEWS IN BE1EF 


President Saddam's son-in-iaw in hospital 

AMMAN (AP) — Iraqi Lieutenant-General Hussein Kamel 
A1 Ma<id r son-in-law of President Saddam Hussein, has been 
admit, dtp a Jordanian military hospital for medical treat- 
ment, f.4ra- J sources said Friday. Gen. Kamel was admitted 
to King h.- :.iJn Centre in Amman on Thursday, according to 
a senior i-irab diplomat and a hospital physician, both 
speaking c condition of anonymity. “He is in a good 
condition,” said the physician, without elaborating. The Iraqi 
embassy fr Mned comment. In his early 40s and married to the 
Iraqi pres.' ■= eldest daughter Ragha. Gen. Kamel is a highly 
influential ■ <•.. .nber of the Iraqi leadership. During much of the 
1980-88 Iraa-Iraq war, Gen. Kamel was minister for industry 
and military industrialisation and oversaw the development, 
much of if secret, of Iraq's burgeoning arms industry. After a 
short-lived stint as defence minister after the 1991 Gulf war, 
Gen. Kamel was appointed in May 1992 to head a commission 
established to supervise the conversion of military industries to 
civilian use under the terms of the Gulf war ceasefire. The 
King Hussein Medical Centre, with some of the best medical 
facilities in the country, is restricted to the Jordanian milirary. 
However, several Arab officials and citizens have been treated 
there in recent years. 

8 Pakistanis released from Iraq 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — Eight Pakistanis jailed in Iraq flew home as 
free men Friday, completing a successful mercy mission by Asif Ati 
Zardari, husband of Pakistan's Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. Mr. 
Zardari took 1 ] tonnes of medicine to Iraq on Wednesday and met 
with high-ranking officials in Baghdad to secure the release of the 
Pakistanis, some of whom had been held for more than a year. Ms. 
Bhutto met her husband and the eight men when they arrived in 
Pakistan on Friday night at an air force base in Islamabad. “It is a 
happy occasion to have succeeded in the release of co-Pakistanis she 
told an impromptu news conference. The eight Pakistanis included 
two military officers who allegedly strayed into Iraq while on a 
mine-clearing operation in northern Kuwait in March 1993. A third 
Pakistani was working with a Kuwaiti construction firm when he was 
picked up along the Traq-Kuwait border in August 1992. The other 
five Pakistanis were illegally in Iraq, where they were seeking work, 
officials said. Mr. Zardari said the Iraqis had specifically requested the 
medicine, and the Pakistanis received permission from the United 
Nations to deliver the aid. Mr. Zardari did not meet Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, but he said he passed on a message to the president 
from Ms. Bhutto via other Iraqi officials. 

Yeltsin waited by phone for Clinton 

(MOSCOW (R) — President Boris Yeltsin waited an hour and 
a half for U.S. leader Bill Clinton to get through to him by 
telephone on Thursday and then gave up, a Kremlin aide said 
on Friday. He waited “for as long as the rules of decency 
require,” aide Viktor Ilyushin told Interfax news agency to 
explain the mystery of why the American president could not 
book up with the Kremlin leader. Mr. Clinton said on 
Thursday he had been trying to reach Mr. Yeltsin since 
Wednesday to discuss NATO's decision to set a deadline for 
Bosnian Serbs to withdraw heavy guns from around Sarajevo 
or face air strikes. Hie decision angered Russia, which has 
strong historic links with Serbia and the Serbs. Mr. Clinton’s 
failure to get through led to speculation that the Kremlin 
leader was snubbing him. Mr. Ilyushin implied that this was 
not so, though he offered no technical explanation of why the 
phone call had not come through. “This is the first time such a 
thing has happened in our experience.” he said. 

Fire damages Smolensk nuclear plant 

MOSCOW (AP) — A fire at a Chernobyl-type nuclear power 
plant in the Russian city of Smolensk briefly cut electricity to 
the neighboring<cbuntry of Belarus, but no one was injured 
and no radiation was released, officials said Friday. The fire 
Thursday night in a transformer outside the reactor complex 
did not force the plant to shut down. It was extinguished 
within 30 minutes, said Grigory Kaurov, spokesman for the 
Ministry of Atomic Energy. Belarus has other sources of 
power and did not suffer widespread blackouts or other 
problems from the fire 325 kilometres west of Moscow. The 
Smolensk plant, which went into operation in the 1980s, has 
three RBMK reactors, the same kind that exploded and 
burned at Ukraine's Chernobyl plant in 1986, the worst 
nuclear power accident in history. 

‘German soccer manager double agent 1 

BONN (R) — The manager of German soccer league 
champions Werder Bremen admitted in a newspaper on 
Friday he had been a double agent for West Germany and the 
Soviet KGB. Willi Lemke. regarded as Germany's top 
manager for taking Bremen out of the red and making it one of 
the league's richest dubs, said he became a spy of a "yearning 
for adventure, vanity, curiosity and duty to my country." Mr. 
Lemke’s spying career began at the age of 24, when as a young 
left-leaning student in 1970 he was wined and dined by the 
Soviet vice-consul in pre-unification East Germany. Mr. 
Lemke was asked to work for the KGB. But he immediately 
informed the office for the protection of the constitution 
(BFV) — West Germany's domestic intelligence agency — 
and was told to find out what the Russians wanted. "It was 
cold war. It was exciting.” Mr. Lemke told bild. Asked why 
the Soviets were interested in him, he replied: “I stood pretty 
far to the left of the student movement in those days , a peace 
activist, against nuclear weapons.” Mr. Lemke, now 47 and 
manager of Werder Bremen since 1981, was active in the 
centre-left Social Democratic Party (SPD). The KGB asked 
him about SPD leaders and wanted their telephone numbers. 
He said he gave the 300 marks (S170) he was paid whenever he 
met his Soviet spymaster to the BFV — but received 800 
marks ($460) a month from them in return until he broke off 
contact with the KGB in 1975 on entering politics with the 
SPD. “I never had the impression I was hurting anybody,” he 
said. 

Children with guns in Gaza is winner 

AMSTERDAM (AP) — Canadian photographer Larry 
ToweU’s picture of Gaia Strip children holding pistols was 
Friday named the world press photo of the year for 1993. The 
black and white photo, titled “children of the Gaza Strip," was 
token in May for Magnum Photos. The winning photo is part 
of a picture story on Gaza and East Jerusalem which also 
kcooped first prize in the general news stories category. This 
Bear’s 15 winning images were chosen from 22,775 photos by 
*2,429 photographers from 93 countries. The spot news photo 
winner taken by Swapan Parekh of India is titled “Earthquake 
in Latur.” The colour photo token for the Black Star agency 
shows women wailing in grief in the aftermath of the disaster. 
An honourable Mention was given to Paul Watson of the 
Toronto !Star for his colour photo “U.S. soldier Slain, 
Mogadishu,” which was distributed worldwide by the Associ- 
ated Press.” Spot news story category was won by the colour 
photo “Moscow uprising, October,” taken by Black Star 
*- sr Christopher Morris of the United States for 


magazine. 

Bosnian refugees arrive in Israel 

fccr AVIV (AP) — Thirty eight refugees rescued from war 
fcrn Sarajevo strived in Israel Friday, including a Muslim 
fondly given Israeli citizenship for sheltenng Jew, dunng 
World War D. Greeting them at Ben Gunon international 
airport. Immigrant Absorption Minister Yair Taban said the 
Banian bloodshed was “a direct warning of what could 
happen in our area if you don’t hare peace Mr. Tsaban also 
acSmd world nations of 'standing by paralysied, not knowing 
what to do to Stop the bloodshed, in Bosnia. -Hie refugees 
were bused out of Sarajevo by the joint p.3nbunon Commit- 
tee, a Jewish charity group, the day of the Feb. 5 shelling 
attack that killed 68 people m a marketplace. 


Mubarak 

murder 

attempt 

reported 


CAIRO (AP) — Security au- 
thorities foiled an extremist 
plot to assassinate President 
Hosni Mubarak by setting off 
explosives last November, an 
opposition Egyptian newspap- 
er disclosed Friday. 

Ai Shaab, newspaper of the 
Islamic-oriented Labour Party, 
said nine suspects are being 
tried in secret Jby a military 
court for the attempt including 
two who are being tried in 
absentia. 

They are accused of install- 
ing explosives at Sidi Barrani, 
a military airport in northwest- 
ern Egypt, shortly before Mr. 
Mubarak was to arrive. He 
stopped there en route to a 
Nov. 4 meeting with Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi at 
Solum on the nearby Libyan 
border. ■ 

According to sources, milit- 
ary intelligence officers disco- 
vered the plot. One source said 
the charge sheet does not men- 
tion Mr. Mubarak by name but 
calls; the “an assassination 
| attempt against an important 
figure visiting Sidi Barrani." 

Government officials do not 
disclose assassination plots 
against Mr. Mubarak to avoid 
the appearance of undue ex- 
tremist influence. 

Military sources told the 
Associated Press the suspects 
are eight army conscripts and a 
junior officer. One said the 
government has heightened its 
supervision of army ranks by 
intelligence services to prevent 
extremist infiltration. 

An earlier plot against Mr. 
Mubarak reported by opposi- 
tion newspapers also involved 
army conscripts. An army 
lieutenant and a sergeant were 
among five extremists ex- 
ecuted for killing Mr. Mubar- 
ak’s predecessor, Anwar 
Sadat, in 1981. 

Over the past two years, 
more than 300 people have 
died in attacks by radicals out 
to bring down the secular gov- 
ernment and in violent ex- 
changes between them and 
police. 

Al Shaab reported that 
police inadvertently killed one 
of the two fugitive defendants 
in a Feb. 1 raid on an extremist 
hideout at the poor Cairo sub- 
urb of Ai Zawya Al Hamra. 
Six other men were slain in the 
same incident. 

Military sources and Al 
Shaab said the first trial session 
of the seven jailed defendants 
was Jan. 20, with another ses- 
sion scheduled next week. Be- 
cause of a government news 
blackout on the case, it became 
public only- with AJ Shaab's 
report. 

The source who disclosed 
increased government scrutiny 
over the military said regular 
checks are now carried out to 
ensure that arms are not smug- 
gled from military camps to 
extremists, prompted by un- 
confirmed reports chat this has 
token place. 


HOLY RAMADAN: A Palestinian Muslim fami- 
ly walks past Israeli soldiers Friday to the AI 
Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem to pray for the first 


day of Ramadan. More than 80,000 Palestinians 
came to pray (AFP photo) 


Iran marks 15 years of revolution 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Iran marked the 15th 
anniversary of the Islamic re- 
volution on Friday amid tight 
security following what Ira- 
nian officials say was a plot 
to kill President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani last 
week. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said a million people 
crowded Tehran’s Azadi 
Square to hear Mr. Rafsan- 
jani vow that the Islamic re- 
public was here to stay. 

Helicopters dropped flow- 
ers on the crowd which was 
chanting: “Death to Amer- 
ica, death to Israel.” 

“Thousands of hostile eyes 
and ears are watching and 
listening today, hoping to 
learn that the people have 
lost interest in the revolu- 
tion," Mr. Rafsanjani said. 

“Inshallah, they will take 
those hopes with them to their 
graves.” 

Five rows of police and 
security guards separated the 
crowd from the stand where 
Mr. Rafsanjani delivered his 


speech to the rally marking 
the day the monarchy was 
toppled by the late Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini's revolu- 
tion in 1979. 

IRNA also said thousands 
of people held a rally to mark 
the anniversary in the south- 
eastern town of Zahedan, 
scene of armed clashes with 
police last week. 

IRNA said thousands of 
Stumi Muslim and Shiite resi- 
dents of Zahedan took part in 
the march and vowed their 
allegiance to the revolution 
and “announced their readi- 
ness to fight any internal and 
external conspiracy. 

Residents of Zahedan, a 
mostly Sunni town dose to 
Iran's border with Pakistan, 
said on Feb. 1 that protesters 
and police exchanged gunfire 
in the town's streets. 

In Tehran, with the first 
light of dawn, crowds began 
converging at the square in 
western Tehran from all parts 
of the capital, Tehran radio 
reported. 


It said that by 10 a.m. 
(0630 GMp, when President 
Rafsanjani addressed the 
crowd, it was impossible to 
reach within a one-kilometre 
range of the square. 

Women, veiled head-to- 
foot in traditional Islamic 
fashion, some clutching 
babies, were among the 
crowd along with disabled 
war veterans of the 1980-1988 
war with Iraq. 

“The wide presence of the 
people here is dear proof 
that this Islamic Nation is not 
prepared to ignore realities 
affecting it. Despite the nega- 
tive and despondent whispers 
of the enemies,” Mr. Rafsan- 
jani said as the crowd 
screamed “Long live the re- 
volution.” 

On Feb. 1, 1979, Ayatollah 
Khomeini, the late founder 
of the revolution, returned to 
Iran from 14 years of exile to 
oust the monarch of Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. 
The Shah's government col- 
lapsed 10 days after Ayatol- 
lah’s Khomeini's return. 


Israel, S. Africa nuclear partners 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
des) — Citing sealed court 
document, a newspaper re- 
ported Friday that South Afri- 
ca received help from Israel in 
the mid-1970s to develop nuc- 
lear weapons. 

The independent weekly 
Mail and Guardian said it had 
obtained sealed court docu- 
ments in which a former South 
African air force general testi- 
fied that South Africa got nuc- 
lear materials from Israel after 
supplying the Israelis with ura- 
nium oxide in 1976. 

President F.W. de Klerk last 
year confirmed longstanding 
suspidons that South Africa 
possessed nuclear weapons, 
but said they had been des- 
troyed and all further research 
halted. 

At the time. Mr. De Klerk 
said his government never 
cooperated with other coun- 
tries on its nuclear weapons 
programmes. Israel will neith- 
er confirm nor deny it posses- 
ses nuclear weapons. 


Campaigning Friday in the 
Orange Free State, Mr. De 
Klerk called the report “a re- 
hash of old accusations”- and 
denied misleading the public. 

Waldo Stumpf, head of the 
South Africa’ Atomic Energy 
Corporation, said in a state- 
ment the materials brought 
and sold by South Africa were 
for commerriai use. not the 
nuclear weapons programme. 

“President De Klerk was 
correct in his assertion that 
South Africa did acquire 
nuclear weapons technology 
from another country,” Mr. 
Stumpf said. 

There have been numerous 
reports over the years of close 
nuclear cooperation between 
South Africa and Israel. The 
mail said that its account was 
based on the sealed transcript 
from a 1989 extortion trial. 

Mr. De Klerk said in March 
1993 that South Africa's nuc- 
lear arsenal consisted of six 
bombs, but they were des- 
troyed in 1990. 


The weekly Mail and Guar- 
dian said South Africa had 
bought 30 grammes of tritium, 
used as a nuclear trigger , from 
Israel in 1977 and had provided 
Israel with 600 tonnes of “yel- 
low cake" — uranium oxide 
which when enriched can be 
used for nuclear weapons. 
"South Africa has swapped 
(nuclear) technology exten- 
sively with Israel.” it added. 

The newspaper said it had 
based its report on transcripts 
of a trial of a South African air 
force brigadier in 1989 which 
was the object of a supreme 
court ban on publication, and a 
book called "critical Mass" on 
proliferation of nuclear 
weapons in developing coun- 
tries. 

Asked to comment on the 
report, Israeli Ambassador 
Alon Liel told Reuters:” Israel 
in the past has denied technical 
cooperation in the realm of 
nuclear armaments several 
times.” 


U.N. troops 
kill two 
Somalis 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Pakistani troops shot and kil- 
led two Somali men trying to 
infiltrate the U.N. compound 
in Mogadishu Friday and se- 
rious dan fighting killed five 
Somalis in southern Somalia, a 
U.N. military spokesman said. 

Pakistani guards at the main 
university compound opened 
fire on the two Somalis trying 
to sneak in early on Friday, 
Major Chris Budge said. One 
was killed, one died of bis 
wounds in hospital. He had no 
information on whether the 
two were armed. 

Maj. Budge said Indian 
U.N. troops in southern Soma- 
lia reported serious clan fight- 
ing on Thursday in the town of 
Bulo Zaaji, 60 kilometres 
southwest of the southern port 
of Kismayu. 

“The situation abated after a 
short firefight and it is believed 
there were five SPM (Somali 
Patriotic Movement) suppor- 
ters killed and an unknown 
number of Ogadeni 
wounded.” 

The Darod Ogaden militia 
of the SPM is led by General 
Aden Abdullahi Nur 
“Gabiyow" (the poet), a de- 
fence minister under dictator 
Mohammad Siad Bane who 
was overthrown in January 
1991. 

The Kismayu area held by 
Indian troops is widely seen by 
U.N. officers as a possible 
flashpoint for renewed civil 
war. 

The United States, France, 
Italy, Greece, Germany, Nor- 
way, Tunisia, Turkey and 
South Korea are pulling out of 
Somalia in a troop withdrawal 
expected to be completed by 
the end of March. 

Maj. Budge estimated the 
total strength of U.N. 
peacekeeping forces in Soma- 
lia after the wave of March 
withdrawals at 20,214 troops 
including 5,054 Pakistanis and 
4,935 Indians. 

The U.N. Security Council 
last week set the maximum 
strength of U.N. forces on 
Somalia at 22,000, down from 
30,000 at the peak of the op- 
eration last year, and it aban- 
doned any pretence of dis- 
arming factions hampering 
food aid convoys — an initial 
aim. 

Britons freed in north 

Two British members of 
parliament and a British aid 
.wo rker freed un- 
harmed by clan kidnappers in a 
breakaway northern Somalia 
left for Djibouti on Friday, 
officials said. 

Mohammad Ibrahim Egal, 
“president” of the self-de- 
clared republic of Somaliland, 
meanwhile, pledged to clean 
up the kidnap area saying 
those responsible had seized 
and ransomed nine Italian 
sailors there last year. 

Mr. Egal told Reuters by 
telephone to Mogadishu the 
three men were in good health 
after being released on 
Thursday. 


Palestinian consensus on need for democratic elections 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The results of a new study 
conducted in eight areas of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
suggest that most Palestinians 
— be they Islamists or 
nationalists — “are in fact in 
agreement regarding elec- 
tions and democracy," 
according to Mubarak Awad, 
director of the Palestinian 
Centre for the Study of Non- 
violence (PCSN) in Washing- 
ton and Jerusalem. 

“Eighty-seven per cent of 
the respondents favour con- 
ducting general political elec- 
tions in the occupied territor- 
ies. 89 per cent prefer a par- 
liament based on more than , 
one party, and 84 per cent 
think the election law should 
be ratified by the people,” 
Dr. Awad said in a Centre for 
Policy Analysis on Palestine 
briefing on the survey and his 
Jan. 17-29 trip to the occu- 
pied territories. 

Dr. Awad, the first Palesti- 
nian leader known for advo- 
cating non-violence in the 
occupied territories, estab- 
lished the Centre for the 
Study for Non Violence in 
Jerusalem in 1983. He was 
expelled by the Israeli gov- 
ernment in 1988 for his sup- 
port of the Palestinian non- 
violent struggle against 
Israeli occupation, but con- 
tinued the work of the PCSN . 
on behalf of Palestinnian in- 
dependence in the United 
States. 

Dr. Awad said he and 
members of the PCSN staff 
wanted to find out “if Palesti- 


nians are ready for elec- 
tions... ready for democracy, 
what kind of democracy and 
what kind of elections we 
need.” 

In the 12-day visit, the 
PCSN conducted a series of 
“town meetings” in six re- 
fugee camps — Dura. 
Sawahreh. Benezait. Gaza, 
Qalendia and Dahashieh — 
Nablus, Jericho and Jeru- 
salem, “in order ot raise the 
issues of democracy and elec- 
tions at the grassroots of the 
Palestinian population and to 
offer a forum in which 
Palestinians could freely ex- 
press their opinions,” he 
said. 

Following the town meet- 
ings, the surveys about 
Palestinian ideas on elec- 
tions. government and demo- 
cracy were distributed for a 
statistical analysis of Palesti- 
nian opinion in the West 
Bank and Gaza, he said. 

On Jan. 29, the PCSN con- 
vened a final Jerusalem town 
meeting and conference, 
“Democracy and Elections in 
Palestine.” where the find- 
ings of the all the town meet- 
ings and preliminary results 
of the surveys were pre- 
sented, discussed and 
analysed. 

"Although many people at 
the meetings verbally criti- 
cised democracy and dismis- 
sed it as a foreign or Western 
idea, the same people partici- 
pated in and supported the 
democratic process," he said. 

The participants ’[re- 
spected majority opinion. 



Mubarak Awad 

contributed their ideas at 
meetings, cooperated with 
the discussion process, re- 
spected others and their 
opposing ideas, and com- 
pleted the survey.” Although 
the debate was active (every- 
one wanted to talk at once)"it 
was also orderly. Dr. Awad 
said. 

In discussing the findings 
of the survey. Dr. Awad said 
the major concern of the 
1,573 respondents was “a 
guarantee of freedoms" — 
individual freedom.induding 
human rights, general ideolo- 
gical freedom, and ethical 
and religious freedom. A fear' 
of and lack of trust in author- 
ity was also expressed by 
many participants, he said. 

Moreover. 87 per cent of 
the respondents support the 
right of women to vote, and 
68 per cent support the right 


of women to be nominated to 
run for office, he pointed out. 
Dr. Awad said these attitudes 
reflea "the very aaive role 
of women in the intifada,” as 
well as the youth of the re- 
spondents. 

Dr. Awad said the upcom- 
ing voter registration drive in 
preparation for July 13 elec- 
tions on interim self govern- 
ment (agreed to in the dec- 
laration of principles) will 
focus on including women in 
the democratic process. 

Other findings in the sur- 
vey point up needs and the 
priorities Palestinians see for 
the new interim government: 

— 82 per cent favour prim- 
ary or preliminary eleaions 
within the party to elect their 
nominee for general elec- 
tions. 

— 58 per cent support a 
“democratic republic.” 

— 52 per cent support vot- 
ing on a national basis. 

— 67 per cent prefer direa 
presidential elections. 

— 74 per cent favour direa 
mayoral elections. 

— 54 per cent prefer that 
elections take place every 
four years. 

— 54 per cent support a 
limitation on the number of 
terms a person can be nomin- 
ated for the same office. 

— 52 per cent see the best 
minimum voting age as 18. 
k 49 per cent want to be 
fable to choose candidates 
fiuin various parties at the 
ballot box. 

As for who the respon- 
dents were, the study found: 


— 85 per cenr of those in 
refugee camps were unem- 
ployed. 

— 56 per cent of respon- 
dents were college students 
or graduates. 

— 71 per cent of the re- 
spondents were between the 
ages of 16 and 21. 

— 77 per cent were male. 

Another unusual finding, 

he noted, was that 39 per cent 
believe that the eleaions 
should include Palestinians 
residing in the occupied terri- 
tories, in exile, i autonomy 
Ipjan regions anc Palestinian 
■Krabs living in srael. * 

Dr. Awad also under- 
scored the importance of con- 
ducting elections for an in- 
terim government within the 
time frame established in the 
PLO-Israeli declaration of 
principles. He said residents 
of the West Bank' and Gaza 
“needed a signal” that condi- 
tions can and will be 
changed, and for this reason, 
bolding elections on time is 
“critical.” 

"It is our conclusion that 
democratisation would re- 
duce violence and conflict 
within our society and put an 
end to the political Palesti- 
niandsraeli conflict." Dr. 
Awad said. 

For all rhese reasons, he 
I said, “the need for civic 
I education, training, voter 
registration.., and party orga- 
nisation to organise elections 
that will allow the Palesti- 
nians to choose and create 
their new society... i$ ur- 
gent... and crucial.” 
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Lord joins 
jobless queue after 
wife’s suicide J " 

LONDON (R) — A British 
lord has signed on for unem- 
ployment benefit . after res? 
igning as a minister when his 
wife committed suicide, a 
newspaper reported Friday. 

The Sun said former Transport 
Minister Lord Caithness was - 
collecting £44.65 ($65.16) a 
week dole having been made 
virtually penniless when he res- 
igned. His wife, distraught - 
over his friendship with a soci- 
ety hostess, shot herself m 
January. “He is no different 
from anyone else without a-jotj 
who has fallen on hard times,” 
it quoted a close friend - as 
saying. Poverty among ' the 
elite of the unelected House of 
Lords is by no means unusuaL 
Many of the hereditary mart 
bers of the upper house of 
parliament rely on their small , 
daily attendance allowance to J? 
survive despite their grand fr 
ties. 

British concern 
over best-selling ’ 
car crash video 

LONDON (R) — The British 
government is to investigate a 
controversial best-selling video 
of real police car chases and 
motorway crashes that some 
politicians and motoring orga- 
nisations say could endanger 
road safety. Matthew Joint of 
the Automobile Association 
was quoted by the Times news- 
paper Friday as saying it was 
“unlikely that this video will 
make any contribution to road 
safety and we feel it could be 
detrimental." “An irresponsi- 
ble minority will think it clevet 
to try to duplicate some of die 
antics.” Opposition Labour 
Party Member of Parliament 
Peter Mandelson said police in 
his constituency were con- 
cerned about the effects the 
video. Police Stop, could have 
on road safety. “It consists of 
spectacular car chases and 
motorway smash-ups. This 
reckless video provides copy- 
cat encouragement to young 
joyriders and should be with- 
drawn from sale forthwith,” 
said Mr. Mandelson. Home ^ 
Office Minister of State David f / 
MacLean told parliament 
Thursday be would include the 
tape in a government inquiry 
into videos aimed at curbing 
scenes of sex and violence. The 
Times said the video indnded 
footage of police car chases 
that end with a crash, drivers 
changing tyres in the fast lane, 
and joyriders threatening tp. 
hurl a pet dog out of the 
window of a speeding car un- 
less the police stop giving 
chase. 

U.S. reporter 
freed after 22 
days in jail 

WARREN, Ohio (AP) — A 
newspaper reporter, who 
served a longer sentence than 
any American journalist in a 
decade for refusing to testify 
before a grand jury, was re- 
leased after 22 days in jail. I-isa 
Abraham, a reporter for the 
Tribune Chronicle of Warren, 
Ohio, said she did not regret 
her stay in the Trumbull Coun- 
ty Jail. “I. still believe I was 
doing the right thing. I woukK. 
do it again tomorrow,” she 
said at the newspaper’s office 
in this town 55 miles (88 kins) 
southeast of Cleveland. But 
she added: “I hope I never 
have to do it again.” Ohio is 
one of 29 states with “shields 
laws,” which forbid forcing rer 
porters to reveal confidential 
sources. But the state's law 
does not address the question 
of grand jury testimony.- Ms.. 
Abraham was jailed on Jan. 19 
after Trumbull County com- 
mon pleas Judge John Stuard 
found her in contempt of 
court. She had refused to tes- 
tify before a grand jury invest^ 
gating the $25,000 office re-' 
novation of county engineer 
James Fiorenzo. Mr. Fiorenzo 
has been indicted on four 
counts of forgery and one 
tampering with evidence; 
tampering with records; and 
$10,000 bond. Special prosecn- 
tor Jonathan Rosenbaum had 
wanted Ms. Abraham to testify 
about a June 25, 1993, inter* 
view with Mr. Fiorenzo. Com- 
, meats made then appeared to 
conflict with a statement MiC 
Fiorenzo issued later, Mr: 
Rosenbaum said. Mr. Rosen* 
baum, an assistant prosecutor - 
in Lorain County, did not re- 
turn telephone calls Thursday: 

The contempt charge would 
have remained in effect- until 
the grand jury’s term expired 
Monday. “ r 
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